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PREFACE. 



WiTHoTJT ti'Dutling the reader with any account of a 
sea voyage from England to Archangel, as all travels on 
tlie " vasty deep " present pretty much flie same features 
which have been ao frequently and so well described hy 
others, I ■will only ohserve that circumstances induced me 
to reside for more than ten years in linssia, which I 
have only recently quitted, 

The following pages contain a simple account of the 
manners, customs, and gewre de vie ches eux of a people 
■whose domestic habits are comparatively hut little known 
to the English nation. 

Of the ti-uth of many of the anecdotes I can aeeure the 
reader ; others I have had from good authority, and I 
have every reason to believe that they are veracious. 

The names of persons that are inserted in the text ai'e 
not those of Bnssian families : the Kussians, like the 
ancient Greeks, have a termination denoting parentage ; 
the syllables vitoh for the mascnline, and ovna for the 
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feminine, ai'e merely equiYalent to the elassio ides. 
Thus, Dmitri Ivanovitcli, means Pemetriua the son of 
Ivan; Cleopatra Ivanovna, Cleopatra the daughter of 
Ivan, &c. I have therefore hetrayed none, hecaiise the 
siu-name is omitted ; I have also taken the farther pre- 
caution to change one of the names in every instance, lest 
Toj friends should incur any evil consequences from their 
government, which is at the present time so exceedingly 
suspicions, that, for the moat harmless expression, the 
offender who made use of it would be liable to bo banish- 
ed to Sibei-ia. 

1 trast that I have done full justice to all the amiable 
and social excellences of the Russians. Of their other 
qualities I beg the reader to form his own judgment. 
" Une nation de barbares polis," said a French gentle- 
man, in speaking of them ; but one cannot deny that they 
possess -the (^ood qualities of savages, as well as tlieir had 
ones. Perhaps the Muscovite chai-acter is the most diffi- 
cult of any to understand ; and after living for years in 
Russia, it is veiy possible not to know the Russians. 
They seem indeed to possess two characters, each dis- 
tinguished by traits diametrically opposed to those of the 
other. One may be considered as their private, and the 
otlier as their public character ; and I cannot pretend to 
the power of defining them. I have seen a Russian 
colonel, known for his excessive severity, wlio would 
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witness nnmoved tlie terrible infliction of the Iniout, 
perfectly unable to conti'ol bis tears at tbe munie sorrows 
of a French aeti-eas. He that is mean and diapieable in 
public life, is often kind, amiable, and liberal at home. 
He who would be merciless and oppressive to hia 
inferiors, is frecLuently affectionate to his family and 
sincere to ids friend. The lady who would be shocked 
to say a petulant word to an acquaintance, would not 
h^itate to strike her maid ; and though she would be 
overwhelmed with grief at the distress slie could see, she 
would, by her reckless extravagance, cause the severest 
sufferings to her serfs, and reduce tliem to the extremity 
of want, ■without feehng remorse. 

This slight sketch of Muscovite raannei's having no 
pretension whatever to literary excellence, the writer 
trusts that its manner of dehneation will escape criticism, 
and that its ti-uthfulness will counterbalance the many 
faults it undoubtedly contains. 

Xhc interest at present excited by a nation with whom 
the English are at war has induced her to listen to several 
friends who have recommended her to present these writ- 
ten observations to the public. 
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THE 

ENGLISHWOMAN IN RUSSIA. 

CHAPTEE, I. 



— StranBB custom. 

Bt the qnartei Sieveii •■iiia out the musi il toi o of the 
sailor who wa9 on^iged m heaving; the IfaJ I histmed oa 
deck and found we were ciossing the bir at the mouth of the 
Dwina I looked aiound oa the banks of the broad but 
shallow mer , they were flit and marshy, abounding in bra^h 
wood and stunted fir?, smali bireh trees, with heie and theie an 
ash, the coial berries of which served to enhvett the miss of 
gieeii foli'ig'e There weie Rome cleaied spaces, which, at a 
distance, with the setting sua shining full upon them, appeared 
like Terdant lawns, but were, in fact, only sheets of morals, of 
which, indeed, the whole piovinie of Archangel mainly eon'iist? 
Here and there, amongst the 'iombie ind mtcrminable foiesta, I 
desiTied, far distant fiom eveiy human habitation, a sohtary 
Gicek cio'ss, elected by some iiou' peasant or j,riteful fisher- 
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mau, ou his eseapo fro 1 C t j !i t 

more spirituaE creed, j t I f tli t 1 11 

Tinmored on the holy sjmli 1 f f th tl m d ff a, 

from a simple and d tdh t Mj Imj t 
during my long joum ytli hLllf t fth 
forest-laad and sandy jlnsfE h Ifltl lly 

this sign of a belief aud h hthtw (I w 1 Pf ly 

more enlightened) aret tt Imjt t 

to whom the Enssians, m fcheu present state, may be compaied, 
did not find it an useless symbol to awaken sentiments of 
religion in their breasta. 

The evening was beintifnl and the sunset magnificent! the 
sky and liver the foiesf the distant ocean and the wliole land 
'icipp seemed Miappel in a flood of crimson light , eveiy object 
was as peifectly diitiuct as in broid day the only difteience 
being that thete was no shadow The natno barks glided 
cilmly past ua strange luAin^ things gaudily punted with 
red black ind yellow designs on the lougli wood Then 
clum=!y Tinea le&embled those on Chinese juuLs , some 
weie lu the form of a serpent othei& in that of a hsb a 
griffin 01 some fabulous cie^ture oi other and dtcjritcd with 
streamers of scarlet all fluttciing in the sli^hl bietze thit 
swept dovin the stream The heivy one masted vessels, 
with theu large square sails remmded me oi the old pictuies 
of the Saxon boats some thousand years a^o Th boatmen aio 
fine looking mun of the real and paie Russian racp uncontdmi 
nated by a mixture with the Tai'tar blood, of which there are 
so many traces in the middle provinces. Their dress is pic- 
turesque, and serves greatly to enliven the landscape ; their 
gaily-coloured shirts show off to much advantage their sturdy 
forma ; their costume, their manly beards, fair complexions, and 
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ARCHANGEL, 19 

light flaxen hair, might cause ns almost to imagine that we were 
gazing on the men of Hengist and Horsa, who liyed years and 
years ago ; they were eingicg a monotonous and sad yet pleas- 
ing air, as they wilked to and. tio the whole length of their hark, 
propelling it ^Mth thei long poles through the shallow part of 
the river, ihe r caigoes cou&ist of aiUclea of which the oi3onr 
is not saTOniy snch as tillow aheepsk ns and hides in the raw 
state : evil iwiits the nose of him who stands to leeward. 

I landed ^t bolombol, which it, the port of Archangel, as ves- 
sels of any considerable burthen cannot proceed so far wp the 
river as the city, on account of the shallowness of the water. 

Archangel, although the capital of the province, and the chief 
port m the north of Husaia, by no means answers the expecta- 
tions of a foreigner who has seen it only in the largo letters 
printed on a map : it was (for it has since been burnt down) a 
long straggling street of dismal-looking wooden houses, mostly 
painted dark gray or black, with tha window-frames and door,^ 
of a staring white ; the only buildings that were tolerable were 
(as is commonly the case in Russian provincial towns) the 
govemraent offices, the gymnasium, and the churches. A more 
wretched place dignified by the name of city it is impossible to 
conceive ; iDut we comforted ourselves with the reflection that 
we should not remain long in it, a few months at the utmost, 
when we calculated upon bidding adieu to it for ever ; we there- 
fore determined upon philosophically bearing all the desagriimms 
which we might be condenmed to meet with. It contained, at 
the time of which I am writing, about twenty-five thousand inha- 
bitants, including the foreigners (mostly Germans) and the 
government authorities, but it was a miserably dull place. In 
the winter, which lasts ibont eight months of the year we lived 
almost entirely by candle light oni monotonois ezistence only 
varied by a drive in tlie sledj,e ci a i-tifi t imil ball at the 
governor's of the proMuce m which oui suit imustment was 
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staring at the uniforms, bowing to bia excellency, and eating 
bonbons. I do not know how we should have got through the 
dreary winter, had we not been cheered by the consolation that 
snmmor would como some time or other, though it appeared 
distant enough in the prospect as we walked out during 
the short hour of daylight, or rather twilight, in the middle 
of the day ; when wo made ourselves still more miserable 
by continually conversing of the daisied meadows and shady 
lanes, the forest glades and pretty flowers of " merry England." 
Not only did we suffer terribly from mul de pays, that extreme 
longing for home that amounts to a malady, but the heaviness 
of the sky seemed to affect the mind, as if the excessive cold had 
frozen all one's energies. It appeared of no use struggling 
against our misfortunes, so we resigned ourselves to our fate, and 
made ourselves as miserable as possible. There was ouly one 
circumstance that afforded us amusement, and that was the 
visits that some savages, a tribe of Samoides, occasionally paid 
to the town ; they came from their desolate country to avoid 
the rigour of their cold climate, by passing a few months in the 
vu)re genial soafA; indeed, comparatively speaking, Archangel 
was a Naples for them, since here the mercury freezes ojilp some- 
time. These poor people, who belong to the Esquimaux race, 
as some suppose, are natives of a wild, inhospitable land, stretch- 
ing far away to the north : little is known of their manners and 
customs ches eux ; but when they descend from their high lati- 
tudes, aud make the neighbourhood of the Knssian towns their 
asylum for the winter, they seem to live in much the same way 
as the gipsies do, pitching their tents wherever they may find it 
most convenient to do so, and obtaining their subsistence either 
by the sale of reindeer, of coats made of their skins, and of 
curious dolls dressed in their own fashion, or by begging. 

We determined to pay our unciviliEed friends a visit. There 
were but 18'^ of Reaumur ; the sky was beautifully blue ;■ the 
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fur cloaks and sMiis, we caeli took pos^essioa of the [.atticular 
eqiiipj^e allotted to us. The'^e little leindeer sledgps aie very 
slightly coustructed to enable tkcm. to pass linhtly and swiftly 
over the deep euow ; in form they iio =!omethrag like a smill 
boat, supported by a fi-ail-lookng fiame they aie not mpant 
apparently for a sociable people ioi there ib only sufficient spico 
for one person in each, besides the diivei who sits sidewiya 
in front, and who guides his pietty looking' team by moans of a 
long pole. The men and women aie so mach alike among 
this people, that we were obliged to ask whicli were mascahae 
and which feminine. A lady driver fell to my share who beat 
the deer rather more than the others, and beemed m a par 
ticularly bad humonr ; perhaps, as the Samoide wives are really 
and truly subjected to their husbands in all things, being treated 
like slaves and drudges, her good man might have caused her to 
feel his power and physical strength before setting out, for, 
when he spoke to her, it seemed very much as if he were swear- 
ing ; so in turn she was unmerciful to the weaker creatures in 
her power. Our road lay across the river ; the " Tchume," or 
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32 AaAMOiDETOHTTMB. 

enc inj mc t b ^ at a' o t t,ht e r sts on tliefnrthe s le 
tlie coniitry a oveiel w th snon thit notliug b t an 
mm se wh to pla n vai ed he and tKeie 1 y a I'lrk stunted 
fi fo med the landacai e in \ h hever 1 re t oe we tarncd oar 
pjca to trange & t) e novelty of s cb a s eae s a^reeil 1 b t 
one soon ^ ear es of t monotony The nhadaotloQo sen 
t ) e ng Dearly noon so we hi \ the a lyanta^e of layl l1 t a 
I itber scarce commo Uty u the drea y nortl an 1 as we were all 
nclinel to 1 e inusnally giy wa mido the desolate wide nes? 
q te leecLo wth our laughte to hch the obckn^ of the 
re n leer* hoof fo med a knd of castanet a omp'in went 
N ture his i oyilel them w tb w lelysprealng teet yh ch 
prevent tb m f om s nk n„ a tl e snow and wh ch open an 1 
1 t V tl a smart snaj i no e at eve y stei tbej tike In 
a oat an ho r and a half w a 1 e 1 t e T bume to wh b n e 
had 1 een gu led 1 y the Ion m reatl of (,riy smok it, o 1 n,, 
f on the m i t of the pne f e&t Ho e ve f d i Ittle 
colony e c mp d th e we g fo r tents const t ete I a a ye y 
s mple fasb on a fo m very 1 ke a s ^a loaf tl e f auie as 
omposelof liriolesjonel by ome meina at the to^ the vbole 
be Ua tl kly cove ed and bncd v th rem le r sk n We 
1 eej e 1 nto o e of tl e tent nag] ace of ibo 1 1 ^bt feet 
dameterwere huHlel togethc men omen baV and do" 
some vbat u tbe mode of be n^s a a ea^k at flr^t the smoke 
was so tb k that I coul 1 1 see n noth ag d at nctly hut I soon 
1 ercc yel that tbe nnate we e well n apied p nf rs the r 
greatest enjoyment eemel to ons t ii g ttng as warm as 
eicnmstinces permitted In a small slod^o tlleii wth the 
softest sk us yas a I m n t ve 1 aby I shoul 1 tl nk t could not 
have 1 een mo e than a tew week oil ts p etty face (for it 
va I etty although gamo le) wa half coyerel with tg fu 
wra^ p D<n ts 1 obt i lack eyes and L II [ t an f atn e made 
look Ik Inl an dull Tl o f tb 1 u t lo a 
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3 A M 1 D E C S T U M E , 'id 

not it 'icemB cmgeal the tendersjmpathies of tlie liumialieiit 
for ts m thci fondlel it with the greatest aSect oa ind piide , 
she w as mai,h deh^htcd with the not ce hei nfant ittiacted 
and "dthou^h she did uot i nderstand i woid ive uttered yet 
she gatheied ftom smiles and sigii the freeroasomj of nituie 
that we admire 3 her bal y and 'ihe was pleased ind grateful 
We made her a little pre&ent for its sake and then went 
to Tisit tho othci touts wo foaud them all oonstincted on the 
same plan 

Theie weie i great minj' m u an! women belonging to the 
tnbe then die s wis cu ois the mens was composed of a 
long gown called a militzi famished with a hood lined with 
fur the whole consisted of prepiied rem leer skins sewed 
togethei with the tendons and smews of the amma! the leg 
roTei ngs wcio a kind of boot wh eh be ng much lengthened 
served, fo othe garments as well they weie striped white and 
blown thefoime being the under fnr of the deei the latter the 
upper they wero neatly stitehed togethei and foimel I 
shonli imagine a very offoLtivo jrotcction from the climate 
The ladies d e&s d flc ed m many respects from that ot their 
loids anl masters nasmuch as it was much fiiei which may 
caise tho malic IS to leraaih that the sameyamty lei^n'! in the 
female heart m eiery lace and clme alike it con is ted in 
a kind of gown verj mich oinimented ac oss the ahoilders 
there i^eie alternate brown and w!i te strpes fiom the ^aist 
dovnwaids it wis further decorated w th pieoes. of blick aid red 
cloth, so arranged that at a distance it had in some measure the 
appearance of a plaid petticoat ; indeed, an odd idea struck me, 
that perhaps the tartan was derived from the originally savage 
dress of the ancient Scotch and other Celtic nations ; the whole 
garment was finished by a deep fringe formed of the long hair 
of the reindeer's beard ; the hood was separate from the dress, 
and furnished with lappets to cover tho poll of the neck. As 
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li.1 thp lest uf their attire, it was preciislf bimilai to tliit of the 
men lu iB^iid to then peisout,, the rlesciiptioiib tlidl have 
been given of the Esqmmani. are equally appUtible to the 
Simoideij , imSeert they aie apparently of the same timily 
They hive a language peeuliai to tliemseives, bat mmy (,peak 
Russian, and some of oui party got up qnite in agreeable con- 
veiaitioii with them They informed ii=!, among other thin^, 
that they had been to a giand wedding some time pievious the 
bridegroom, it appears, was, according to their ideaa, the neheat 
man they had ever heard of ; he had countleES herd3 of reia- 
deer, and militzas without number ; but, as the most conyinciiig- 
proof of bis boundless wealth, we were assured that he gave so 
much strong waters on the occasion, that everybody became so 
drank that they could nob move. I do not recollect this happy 
man's name, oi whether the bride was young and beautiful ; 
doubtless they wiil botli be celebrated in the biUads of their 
native land, and be the theme of woadei and admiration to 
their countrymen foi fnture generatioiia 

Most of tlie&e nomads hive been biptized into the Russian 
Church ; but a gentleman issuied me thit tliey piil veiy little 
respect to its foims and coiemome? and he mentioned a c rcum- 
stanco that would seem to indicate that they h'id a ranch higher 
sense of the Snpieme Being than the bi"<otted serfi of Russia 
possess. It appeals thit he and another gentleman had paid 
one of the tribes a visit when one of the men asked him if he 
were a Russian ? On being answt,i£,d in the negative, he showed 
him some pictures of saints, hidden under some akins in the tent, 
and, pointing to them with disdain, he excMroed, " See ! these 
are Russian gods, but ours (raising his band towards heaven) is 
greater ; Ho lives up there." 

These savages can also feel, and deeply too, much gratitude 
for kiaduess. I remember when I had the pleasure of meeting, 
in Petersburg, M, M , of the Acadcmie des Sciences, who 
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was sent some years ago to explore the aortliera regions of Asia, 
he showed me some little figures carved out of a niam moth-bone ; 
they represented the chief of a tribe and his wife in their 
national dea dhdh tlmljthfm 

token ofhgttd d m Hhlli dtltmgt 
other peoj it f j tly th t m t y p 

trait tof d dtl f 1111 i,dM M 1 
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rible fate of perishing of ataryatioa in the wilderness ; bat wlien 
all chance seemed lost, he suddenly heard a dog bavk ; he 
crawled ont of the cave ; a tribe of these Samoidea was passing 
by, they caught sight of him and stopped ; some of them 
advanced and gazed on him with astonishment ; his famished 
state filled them with compassion ; they placed him ia a sledge, 
and conveyed him to their tents, where they tended him with 
the greatest care and kindness until ho was enabled to rejoin 
the " espeditioa," to which they condacted him. He rewarded 
them with various trinkets highly prized among these people ; 
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but such ictions aie aboro lecompence We had not Lomc 
nEprovided with refieshmonts suited to their tt&te ind we pio 
daced saudiy bottles of strong brandy it the sight of whi li 
their eyes sparkled with unwonted fires each ot them was 
regaled with a tumblerful uiich both ladies and gentlemen 
tossed ofl as if it were watei and wiiich had no other effect tliaa 
that of rendering them in infinite good humoav with us and each 
other. Even my suLky driver and her hnsband felt its power, 
and drank a loving cup together, whilst they began to chatter 
much faster, and became very obli^ng. The daylight was dis- 
appearing, so we began to think of returning home. Being desi- 
rous of tasting what a haunch of reindeer was like (which, by 
the by, we afterwards found to be extremely tough), we resolved 
npon purchasing a fine young animal, which, " all unconscious 
of his fate," was quietly grazing amid the numerous herd scat- 
tered around. At our request the proprietor seized a lasso, and 
with unerring aim caught the poor little creature by the horns, 
and, gradually hauling in the rope, sailor's fashion, soon brought 
it near enough for another Samoide to lay it dead at bis feet 
with a blow on its forehead. This gave us an opportunity of wit- 
nessing a truly savage feast ; for, no sooner were they given to 
understand that we only required the haunches, than they tore 
out the heart and liver, and immediately devoured them warm 
and raw ! I remarked that they had a very peculiar manner of 
eating ; they held the meat with their teeth, and, like the Ahys- 
sinians, cut off each mouthful with their knife so close to their 
nose, that we, were in constant fear lest its tip would be sliced 
off at the same time. I was assured that amongst these people, 
when the father becomes too old to follow his usual pursuits; it 
is the duty of the eldest son to kill and bury him ! Just before 
I quitted Russia I met a chief and chieftainess of the Samoides, 
wearing an ornamental head-dress of gold, and was told that 
they were staying at the winter-palace, but for what purpose I 
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could not learn ; perhaps the government means to make use of 
them IE tho present war ; if bo, Ifc can oulj be in America against 
the Indians of the British territories. 

The coM greatly increased ; before we reached home the snow 
fell so thickly that we could eeareely see ; indeed it seemed more 
like cuttiDg particles of ice than anght else, so that wo were 
glad to find oUrselyes again under e. warm roof. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



There was but little to vary tho monotony of oar life in 
Archangel, as we bad but few opportunities of seeing mac!i of 
the Rnsaians. In the spring we decided upon paying a visit to 
Vologda, haviug received an iiiTitatiott to pass a few weeks at 
tlie house of the gOTcrnor of the piovince. In the midst of our 
busy preparations for the journey, the Starosta, or head maa of 
a neiglibouring village came to beg the honour of our company 
at a festival which he proposecl ^ving the next day to celebrate 
his daagbter's marriage. We accepted the iuTitatiou, and the 
following morning hired a boat to take us across the Dwina, for 
the village was situated on the opposite hank at the distance 
of about eight versts. We had no sooner landed than the 
bride's father, the Starosta himself, came out to welcome us, and 
to conduct us to bis bouse. A great number of people were 
assembled in front of it ; they all seemed very merry, and were 
gaily dressed in their beit attire we pasoed thiough the ciowd 
and followed our host, who ushered us with many profound bows 
into the best apartment, where we found a numeious company 
already airived There wete at the least thirty women, all in 
their national dress, seated in straight rows round the room , 
most of them had their aims cros'-ed, and lemamed ahno'it 
motiouhss , tbeir oiily coloured silka ^nd shorty heid die'-ses 
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had a very strikiag effect. The bridi' lier^df, a pictty-lnoking 
girl of about Beveuteen, was seateil at tlie upper end uf the 
room with the bridegroom at her right hand, A table, covered 
with a white elotb and tastefully ornamented with festoons of 
artificial flowers and bows of pink ribbon, was before them, on 
which was placed the wedding-cake made of flower and honey, 
with almonds on the top ; several dishes of sweetmeats, pre- 
serves, and dried fmits were arraxLged around it. It was, as I 
was told, the etiquette for the Ijride not to epeak even to the 
bridegroom ; but we went np to her, and offered our congrata- 
lations, which they both acknowledged by a graceful inclination. 
The Starosta ordered chairs to be placed just opposite the table, 
and begged us to be seated, so we had a good opportunity of 
examining and admiring the bride's dress. It was composed of 
a coiffure nearly a foot high, somewhat resembling a brimlesa 
hat ; it was of goM, enriched with pearls and fastened on by a 
knot of gold tissue behind, whicl) was edged with lace ; her cars 
were decorated with handsome rings, and ronnd her neck were 
innumerable rows of pearls. I expressed a dnabt as to whether 
they were real ; but I was assured they were so, only they were 
defective ia form. Her casackan or jacket was of gold cloth, 
with a border of pearl embroidery, the sleeves of cambric, 
short and very full, tied up with blue ribbon and finished by a 
lace trimming ; the skirt of her dress was of crimson flowered 
silk, having a gold border nearly a foot deep, with gold buttons 
up the front. This is the national costume, but it varies in 
different provinces, and is not equally rich. But then the 
Starosta was well to do ; he was not only the head man of the 
village, but he had shop's of his own in Moscow and in St. Pe- 
tersburg. I noticed that the bride's fingers were loaded with 
rings ; indeed she seemed to have on all the finery the whole 
family eoald muster. As for the bridegroom, he was a good- 
looking young man of twenty-two or so, and icry respectably 



Hosmnjy Google 



dressed iii thn costume of a shopteeper, wHcli cousistg of a long 
blue coat called a caftan, closely battened up to the throat. "We 
were preseuted with tea, coffee, wine, bonbons, cakes, frnit, &c,, 
ia succession, all of which we were expected to partake of, or the 
hosts wonM think themselves slighted, and their hospitality 
insulted. The spoons I remarked were of Tula work, and bad 
the appearance of being of gold, but were in reality of silrer-gilt, 
with arabesque flowers all oyer them, which thej saj arc done 
with some kind of acid : I believe the secret is not known out 
of Russia,. 

All the Kussian women assembled at this festival were of the 
upper class of petty shopkeepers or farmers, and they were dressed 
in the same costume as the bride, with perhaps fewer ornaments. 
During the whole time we were in the room their amnsement 
consisted in singiag:, one after the other, in a low kind of ciaut, 
songs improvised in honour of the occasion, all the rest of the 
company sitting silent and motionless as statnes. As soon as 
one had exhausted all her available talent on the subject, another 
took it up and gave us her ideas upon it. According to one, the 
bride was too young to be married : she wondered how her 
mother could part with her, and thought she should have kept 
her at home for a long time yet. Another seemed to think she 
was doing perfectly right to marry her daughter, after bringing 
her up so prudently, and making her so clever in household 
affairs. A third wished to settle the matter entirely by praising 
the bridegroom ; " he was so gay of heart, he loved his bride so 
well." His possessions, it appears, weie woith havng, and 
enough to tempt a village-maid ; for " he had plenty ot cows, 
pigs, and horses ;" and as the climax to all these advan- 
tages of estates real and personal, she assured ns that he 
could take his wife to church ic a dioshsky 1 the whole of 
the guests remained quite silent, Iiitemng with a serious face to 
the songs ; thurc was no Ir.unhmg oi (.hiitting each kept her 
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Beat aud pteaorvecl sucli intense gravity all the time, tliat they 
evidently conaii3ered. matrimony as no joke after all, and not in 
the least amnsmg. Were I malicious, I would remark that 
ttey had every one of them been married themselves. After we 
had remained a reasoQable time ia the company of the young 
couple, we went ontside to see the guests assembled in front of 
the house ; there we found several women dancing a wearisome 
kind of dance, if such it might be called, which consisted in merely 
walking to and fro in pairs placed one behind the other in a long 
line. They moved forwards and then backwards to a monoto- 
nous singsong kind of air ; on advancing, the first two changed 
places with the last couple, and so on in succession. The amuse- 
ment seemed to afford them intense delight, and so fond are they 
of it that they keep it up for hours together. On the opposite 
side of the yard the men were having a ball amongst themselves; 
their performance was more entertaining, and we laughed heartily 
at a comic pas de deux by a couple of young men, who capered 
about in a very diverting manner. Another peasant danced a 
solo iu a very good style. After the dancing the men sang us 
some national airs ; each took the hand or leant on tiie shoulder 
of his neighbour, " in order to unite the tones," as they said. 
We thanked them for their entertainment, and re-entered the 
house to take our leave of the good Starosta and his family, 
when we s^in expressed our wishes for their happiness, but we 
were not allowed to depart until we had drunk their health in a 
glass of champagne, a wine which the Russians give upon all 
extraordinary occasions. As were stepping into the boat the 
peasants gave us a parlang cheer, and far away, when the village 
was quite lost to our view Iu the distance, we heard their wild 
voices still singing in chorus their beautiful national airs in hon- 
our of the young Russian bride. 
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CHAPTER 111. 



— Pleaains scene— Village baijing-gronnd. 

The generality of travellers iu Eussia, at least of those tourists 
who haTG obliged the world with ' Wintere in St. Petersburg ' 
and 'Journcjs to Moscow,' coataining the most flourishing 
aecounts of the state of the roads, the high civilization, the 
rapid strides to excellence, &e., of the Czar's dominions, are 
unfortunately limited to a class who, having a few months' 
leisure, and being desirous of change, take the voyage to Russia 
as one promising more novelty than the hackneyed roads 
of France and Switzerland. Their ordinary plan is, to take the 
steamer to St. Petersburg, and after a stay of a short time take 
a "run" to Moscow, whence they retarn la time for the " boat," 
and hasten back at the rate of ten or twelve knots an hour, 
carrying away with them the most erroneous and falsa ideas of 
the real state of thin^, the mere surface of which they have 
scarcely had time to skim. Had they remained a few years 
among the Erussians, not living, as the moat part of the English 
do, in little colonies by themselves, but mixing with the people, 
and had they travelled a few thousand miles over the cross- 
country roads, they would soon have had " the gliding taken off 
the ginger-bread " of Muscovite civilization. In fact, the 
e exterior polish always reminded me of a woman with 
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her face pd iif^ed who hcpei lyf^clltnus blojm en lei cheeks 
to hide hei ughness Mjscow aad fet Peteisburj; iie certiiiily 
fine cities , tlie tinner nny he legarded as the tiue ftissian 
capital, the lattei is meiely a hmiliome iimtatioQ (f other 
European gteat towns Having seen them the etrangei baa 
seen all that is civilized m the empire In illuitntion of what 
I have said I miy lemaik that excepting the ehaa&see from the 
western to the mHnd capital and fiom the foimei to "Warsaw, 
there are lealjy no roads , those fine macidami&ed highways so 
much landed by tiavelleis and deseivedly so extend but a few 
miles beyond the towns farther on the route lies thiuu^h 
immense plains of sand endless moiissct, and inteiminabJe 
forests in the noith ind steppes m the south aeios'f which the 
post-road has been cut , but this post road scarcely deserves the 
name, for, generally, it is merely a cleared space cut tirough 
the woods, with boughs of trees laid down here and there where 
there are spots that would bo otherwise impassable. There is 
little enough to vary the monotony of the journey ; the miserable 
villages with their wretched inhabitants scarcely serve to 
enliven the scene. 

The whole of the distance between Archangel and Vologda, 
comprising several hundred miles, with the exception of the two 
pretty towns Vyeavajai and VeLsk, is composed of those 
desolate features which, indeed, characterise nearly all the 
north of Russia. Sometimes we had to be dragged throngb 
sand so deep tliat our carriage-wheels sank a foot or two, and 
the eight ragged-looking brutes — they were scarcely worthy of 
the name of horses — would suddenly stand stock still, and thus 
confess their utter inability to fulfil their ei^agement of taking 
us to the next post-station. Whenever this happened, there 
was nothing for it bnt to descend from the carriage in order to 
lighten the weight, and to stand patiently until some peasants 
had been procured from a neighbouring village, who, by the aid 
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of poles inserted between the spokes of the wheels, and by loud 
barbarous cries, aronaed the energies of our gallant team to 
make farther efforts and extricate us from this dilemma After 
the usual nomber of Slavo Bogens (thank God) liad been utteied 
by the wild-looking, long-bearded boors, and after bein^ agim 
seated comfortably, with every reason for congratuhtiii„ oui 
selves that we were progressing, altiiougb at a t.nid s pa c 
perhaps I would be tempted to take a little nap hr ig ton 
TiQced that I should lose nothing of the prospect, foi I might be 
pretty sure of seeing the same eudless forests of fir it I weri, 
to awake the next day. With this assurance I be^in to nod 
and, perhaps, by some unaccoantable delusion am dieaming of 
the smooth highways and green hedges of merry England when 
bump wc come against something, the shock giring me such i 
rap on the head that it effectually dispels all visions and 
fantasies. I look out and find we are splashing gaily through a 
morass which hides iu its bosom sly stones and stocks, and 
which seems as interminable as the sandy plains from whieli we 
have just escaped, and of whicli we shall have many repetitions 
before the journey is over. Of course, as every one knows, 
there are no inns on the cross-roads, and places whereat to rest 
at night are altogether unknown. Even, on the great chauss^es 
it is better to travel day and night and remain in the carriage, 
for he must be a bold man who would be willing to face the ver- 
min of all kinds, even for a single night, in a way-aide hotel. 
The better class of Eussiau travellers know well how they are 
peopled, and avoid them accordingly. As for the lower class, 
they are too much accustomed to such company to care in the 
least, A Russian lady whom I know once spoke to her peasants 
on the subject of cleanliness, and especially concerning the ver- 
min. Their reply would have done honour to a Gentoo ; " Ah, 
Sudarina, it is asiji to MU them,, because God has given ihem to us P' 
The post-station is generally kept by a government ofBcial : a 
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samovar or tea-iira can be obtained, from him, for the use of 
which he expects a few copecks ; and tl:is, with the addition of 
blaclc bread and salt, is all that eau be procured during the 
whole route : it is therefore absolutely necessary to provide 
oneself witli everything that is needful, such as bread, meat, tea, 
&c., and in very long journeys a cooking apparatus. If the tra- 
veller does not take spoons, cups, and plates, let hum be very 
careful to wash those he finds at the statioD, or he may swallow 
some little animal and transgress the Geutoo laws, besides which 
entire confidence cannot be placed in the mode of their being 
purified. I remember taking tea at a certain monastery. Thei'e 
were many ladies and gentlemen at the abbot's party ; and, to 
make it more pleasant, his reverence proposed oar adjourning to 
B. summer-house in the garden to eat ices. The young monks or 
novices were to act as servitors, and they stood behind some 
bashes near the place where we sat. I confess my relish for the 
refreshment was somewhat taken away when I saw them Jick 
the spoous and wipe tbem I could not warn my fuends, bat I 
took good ctie not fo mike use ot them myself But in regaid 
to tiavelling in Kussia, I am sure thit those who have done so 
IB the SBmmei time will well lemember the miserable nights 
piB&ed en lomU, the myriads of mosquitoes, rising like t biown 
cloud fi.om the maishy gzounds, allowing no lest, to which the 
excessive heat foimed no agreeable addition In Archan.^el the 
Ens,li6h sailois sutfeied so dieadfuUy fiom the bites of these 
insLct? thit they were frequently obliged to go to the hospital 
they used to declare that "it was worse thm in the Webt 
Indies " The winter lourueys, notwithstindm^ the extreme 
cold, aie infinitely moie plea&int 

The people at the post stations ire generally civil, and are 
much obliged for a small giatuity As foi the poor yemstchn ka 
or drivers, they are overcome with gratitude at a trifling present 
of a few copecks at the end of each post 
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I remai-ked that the inhabitants of ttie village belonging to 
the ci'own, through whieh we passed, appeared more comforta- 
bly lodged and far more at their ease than those who were the 
property of private landowners ; perhaps their less degraded 
look was owing to their enjoying upon the whole more freedom 
than those who are gronnd down to the dnst by the tyranny of 
the petty noblesse. The crown peasants pay a poll-tax to the 
Emperor. 

Some of tlie villages were in a most wretched condition, the 
bouses dirty and dilapidated, without windows, and having only 
a little trap-door just large enough for a man to peep through, 
which shuts at pleasure to exclude the cold. Indeed the log- 
hnt3 of the Itussian pei^ants are very little better tlian the wig- 
wams of the Ued Indians, although sometimes the exterior is 
more ornamented. The inhabitants hve in much the same man- 
ner as they did centuries before Peter the Great's reign. The 
yeofU have not made a single forward step in the march of intel- 
lect, of whieh the admirers of Rnssia so madly rare. Scores of 
the Eussiana of the upper classes, I have heard, say the same 
thing, notwithstanding their own vanity, which so blmds their 
eyes that thoy imagine that by imitating the exterior polish of 
the I'rcnch^althongh omitting the solid enlightenments of that 
nation — ^they have really become civilized, and many, I verily 
believe, think that they have even surpassed them. Perhaps 
the Czar would have done more towards the advam^ement of his 
people, and have benefited the cause of civilization more, had he 
spent his money in forming roiids throughout his empire, and 
made the means of communication easier between the various 
towns, instead of playing the game of chess in Turkey, and sink- 
ing such enormous sums in the marshes of the Danube. 

A short time since the G-rand-Dnke Alexander, the heir appa- 
rent to the throne, was at a banquet, when some one was 
remarking on the great advantage it would be to the country 
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when the railway was finished between St. Petersburg and War- 
saw. His Imperial Highness replied that it would be so indeed, 
but that his Majesty, being engaged ia war with the Turks, was 
obliged to employ the money intended for its construction in 
defraying the expenses of the army. When we were passing 
throagh Poland, I noticed that the works had been entirely sus- 
pended. A propos of this subject I may mention that, when the 
railway between St. Petersburg and Moscow was nearly finished, 
orders came that it was to be ready on a certaiu day, aa the 
Imperial family were to visit tlie latter city, and proposed going 
thither by train. There were several miles of it entirely uncon- 
structed, but, to obey orders, they patched them up in the best 
way they could, and laid the rails down so that the waggons 
might pass over them. The most wonderful thing was that some 
fatal accident did not happen. The Emperor, of coarse, knew 
nothing about it, or perhaps he woald not exactly have liked to 
risk Ms own life, and those of his court, on the Moscow railroad. 
We were staying near ttie spot at the time. So badly arranged 
was this road at first, that, when we went to St. Petersburg by 
it, we were kept thirty-six hours in the midst of the Yaldai hills, 
in twenty-eight degrees of cold (E.6amur), without anything to 
eat or drink. Some of the third-class passengers were obliged 
to be brought into tho first-class waggons, lest they should be 
frozen to death ; and a poor peasant-woman's child died in her 
arms from the dreadful severity of the weather. Some of the 
passengers (one of them an officer in the army) fainted ; and all 
this was through the negligence of the authorities. So many 
complaints were mads that it is now well mauaged and the con- 
ductors are very civil. 

The description of one provincial town in Russia is applicable 
to almost every other. The most remarkable buildings are tho 
churches and monasteries, the domes and cupolas of whicli are 
painted green, gilt, or of dark blue, with golden stars sprinkled 
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ovev them, eacli dorao and miuarct being surraounted by a glit- 
tering cross stauding on a crescent ; the gymnasium, or govern- 
ment Bcliool for young gentlemen ; barracks (a sine qv,A non), 
and a post-office : these, with a few good houses, and many 
mere wooden huts, similar to those in the villages, make the sab- 
Etance of a, country town, up to the very barriers of which the 
interraiuable forests form the suburbs. We changed horses and 
driver at every station ; the postmasters are bound to have 
horses in readiness for all travellers furnislied witt a padarognai or 
government /ewi^/e de route. They very often make a little money 
by suddenly losing their memory regarding the horses at their 
disposal, as they only recover it again at the sight of a small 
piece of silver, which serves wonderfully to reeal to their mind's 
eye the vision of sundry rough Dags in the fields at the back. 
It is hat just to them to saj that the apparition of a military 
uniform possesses the same magic inflaenee. 

The life the poor yemstchicks lead must be miserable in the 
extreme : any complaint lodged against them is pretty sure of 
procuring them a good beating ; and I have seen the conductors 
or guards of the mail-coa«h thrash them unmercifully with the 
sword, or give them such blows on the ears with the post-horn 
as to make one feel sick at heart to think that any human being 
was obliged to endure so great an indignity, and that without 
the hope of redress. The mode in which they live I can com- 
pare to nothing bat to that of dog's. Wherever we stopped at 
night on our summer's journeys we were almost in danger of 
stumbling over the bodies of these poor people ; for all the 
space in front of the station was crowded with what at first 
sight I really thought were heaps of brown skins on the bare 
ground, but which I soon perceived were yemstchicks, all In 
readiness to be hired by the nest travellers who might be pas- 
sing. When a carriage arrived, they would suddenly start into 
life and draw lots amongst themselves as to who should take the 
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turn : 3ie on whom the lot fell immediately fetched the horses 
and moimted ; the rest threw themselves on the ground, and 
instantly returned to their Elamber, so exactly like a number of 
animals that it was painful to see them. Ie the winter-time they 
sleep in cribs something like a horse's manger, with a little hay 
t Of * daK tmare notting 
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thought worth the tioulile of beinj, enumerated. 

As to the inhabitants, they are trne children of the soil ; the 
men have something fine in their appearance ; they wear a loose 
shirt fastened around the waist In =ome of the villages through 
which we [assed a few of the men had boots on, but the 
greater \a. t had only lege gs bound round with tliongs, 
sandal-fash n th f et we e f n h 1 ith shoes of a kind 
of basket no k male of t p of tl I I -tree. The women 
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40 SCENE ON THE DWINA. 

had on a kind of coarse chemise with fall sleeves, and over that 
the national dress, the sarafane, which was generally of common 
blue or red cotton, having no boddice, but kept on the shoulder 
by a band of the same. The married ones wore a handkerch ef 
tied round the head in a pecnhar manner ; most of the girla ha 1 
their hair formed into a long plait hanging down tbcu back 
the children ran about at play almost ia a state of natu o hav 
ng on OEly a short shirt with open sleeves. Neaily eveiy house 
the villages was furnished with a kiad of settee outside, where 
the evemng we frequently saw gioips of the peasants sittiig to 
have a chat oi bing together the national aiis of ^\hn.h they aio 
very fond During o ii journey we had to piss several iivers on 
rafts, nhich weie dragged to the opposite ba khy means of ropes 
We h-id to ciO'iS a very rapd branch of the northezn Dw na, 
which had beea laueh mcieased by the mcltmg of the snow 
Here we were veiy nearly diowned for the tarnige being tto 
heavy for the laft it began to tink when m the middle of the 
stream , but fortunately thioigh the gieat exertions used by 
the peasants we at last leached the shoie We continued to 
follow the course of the Dw aa for more than fifty miles I do 
not know ai ything that y.\e& a more drcaiy idea of a countiy 
than the sif.ht of a bio-id and silent nvei ifthose nnhioken bur 
face le&LCts no human habitJt on is far as the eye can icacb 
not a s n^Ie baik to rufBe the mysterious stillness oi the naters 
nor any 1 ving thing to awaken the echoes of those dismal 
forests of p le which stietch fii away to the veige of the 
horizon and seem an impenetrable bar to the advance of civih 
zation 

Such la the aspect of the Dwina and its dark untrodden 
shores ) et in coming to a very 1 road pait of the nvei we 
were greatly delighted by a scene whiLh 1 ke many others — we 
know not whj or wherefore— became indelibly unpiesse I on the 
mind a jleaami, an! \iiil pictuie ot the pist The stent of 
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BUKYINO-GROUSB. 41 

wbich I speak may seem in description not to be worthy of 
remark, nor perhaps would it have appeareil remarltaljle to us 
had we not previouily passed bo many monotonous days. In a 
bend of the river, at the confluence of sevDral smaller streams 
that empty themselros into tlie Dwina, we suddenly came to a 
considerable elevation rising abruptly from the water. The sun 
had just set, bat Ms parting rays still illumined the beautifal 
gilt cross surmounting a small church which crowned the height 
above us ; the lamps were already lighted and gleamed through 
its long narrow windows, and borne on the calm summer breeze 
came the voices of the monks and choristers singing the magni- 
ficent responses of the Greco-Russian Church. It was a saints'- 
day, and the people from the neighbouring vOlage, dressed in 
their gayest and best attire, were hasteamg up the paths in 
groups of twos and threes ; others were crossing the stream in 
boats ; bat all were intent upon worshipping the heavenly Pather 
of All in his holy place. 

A little farther on we passed the burylog-groucd of the vil- 
lage. Most of the graves wore marked by a rudely constracteil 
cross in wood, but some of these were so old and broken that 
little of their original form remained. 
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CHAPER IV. 

politenesB— teter the ftreat's ciyllfmtiou— Slaysry ; Its eBeols on liie cha.ia.otcr— Ooo- 
veraaUon— Card-playing— A prlnoeEB— Porertj'— KlHiy booasholila— Equal division or 

Vologda is a pretty town, but we did not prolong our stay ia 
it beyond a few weeks, being desirous of returuing to Archangel 
to make our preparations for proceeding to St. Petersburg. 
There is nothing very remarkable in the place. We made sev- 
eral acquaintances among the Germans, Russians, and Poles, of 
wiom the inhabitants chiefly consist ; among the latter was a 
t amiable Polish lady, who, together witb her husband, had 



.tieal offence. I shall never 
ith which she presented her 
Bg " that he could not sj 



been banished thither for some politi 
forget the pride and exultation v 
son, a lad of about ten years old, sayin 
a word of Russian," and that she took every care to prevent 
him from learning the hated accents of the Muscovite. It was 
then that T learnt that it was a general custom of the govern- 
ment to banish into the interior of Russia those Poles who were 
suspected or convicted of minor political faults, the more grave 
crimes being punished by an exile into Siberia. I have since 
met with those Polish offenders in many places, and I must say 
that, as far as it has been in my power to ascertain the fact, they 
have been weli and kindly received even at the Governor's table, 
uor would any one imagine that their stay in the place was 
compulsory. It is now ten years since I first went to Russia, 
and I have resided there until the last three months, not living 
HlEe a stranger in the land, but in tlie closest intimacy wltli Bns- 
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ItUSSIAN LADIES. 4D 

sian families, ami I willingly boar witness to their general lios- 
pitality and kindness of heart, not towai'ds tlie rich alone, for a 
well-educated person, let his circnmstauMS be what they may, 
is always well received. The ladies are most amiable and polite; 
they are, howeTer, often accnscd of want of sincerity, tint, in my 
opinion, unjustly so. We are too apt to judge foreigners by onr- 
selves, and thint that they ought not to utter sentiments that 
they do not feel ; but the fact is, what they mean only as ex- 
pressions of every-day civility, we translate literally into those 
of regard, and hence onr false estimate of their character. A 
Unseiaa lady will say, on yonr being introduced, " that she is 
delighted at having the advantage of your acquaintance," " that 
she has much esteem for you," and so on ; all of which is only 
very kindly meant to put yon at your ease, and prevent you from 
being g^e in her house ; but, in regard to real worth and good- 
ness of heart, she is by no means deficient. In a thousand 
instances I have remarked acta of benevolence and charity that 
would do honour to the name of Russian, and serve to counter- 
balance grave faults and errors with which unfortunately they 
are mingled. Such must be expected in a nation on whom civili- 
zation was thrust at the sword's point ; and perhaps Peter the 
Great did his country more harm than good by obliging them to 
adopt the similitude of a state that ought gradually to be ac- 
quired. Bo civilization can be truly sohd unless it be reached 
step by step through the weary road of experience. Gilt frames 
have all the ap^aramce of gold ; but scrape off the exterior, and 
nothing but worthless wood is underneath. One does not build 
a house without first laying the foundation, nor does a chiM run 
before it learns to walk I The people of Russia would very likely 
have been more advanced in the real essentials of a civilized 
state if Peter had never obliged them to wear short-skirted 
coats, and their wives to appear in public unveiled. la the sum- 
mer-gardens in St. Petersburg a walk is still shown, up and 
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44 RUSSIAN CONVKKSATION. 

down wliich the half-savage Czar obliged the Russian ladies to 
promenade with their faces uncovered, whilst a regiment of sol- 
diers was drawn up on each side. To do ttem justice, they soon 
learned to profit by the lesson, and have gone infinitely further 
than their instructor coitM have intended them to do. The im- 
morai conduct and the inconceivable want of delicacy of many 
of the ladies of rank cannot ftii to have a very unfaioniable m 
fiuenee on others beluw them especially is the toart i*! le^arded 
as the criterion of what is i „ht Were I to lelate the almo5t 
incredible actions of miny of the titled dames I leai I should ho 
iccused of fdhehood but I am hippy to say theie ire some 
noble exceptions , indeed I have had the plexsuia of Lnowmg 
many nho iio an ornament and a pattern to then sex The 
^tate of slavery which is bo disgraceful to an European nation 
must also gieatly inflnence the domest l character of the ladies 
for being surrounded bj so many mennls alwiya at hand it 
mast induce habits of indslcnre , and idleness as is well 
known, is the parent of many vi(.e? Mauj of the lidies nevui 
do any woik and are almost ignLrant of the use o" the needle 
Why sho lid 1 sen when I have others to do it for me E is i 
common qnestion. The absence of the necessity of being em- 
ployed, and the want of mental resources, drive them to pass their 
csistence in reclining on the sofa and reading some silly French 
romance when alone, or to the card-table when in company. 
There is really no conversation in Russia, unless the ridiculous 
compliments and inanities of a drawing-room be dignified as 
such ; the ladies generally discuss the price and quality of their 
acquaintances' dress. " Where did you get that charming man- 
tle V " I'rom France." " O, indeed ; ah 1 now I see it could 
only be made in Paris." " How much did you give an arsheen 
for your dress?" &c. Such are the efforts of the Russian ladies' 
ideas. The remainder of the evening is made up of flirting, eat- 
ing bonbons, arad jouimf a-ux petils jmx iar the unmarried. As 
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foL' llie mari'ied, they sit down to cards and play the coquette 
with some friend near, or make remarks on the personal appear- 
ance of their acquaintances : — "I saw Madame Tas ill witch yes- 
terday — liow old she is looking !" " It is your turn to deal, 
madame." " How much the princess paints 1 she puts on so 
much white 1 I think an old lady ought to ronge, but really she 
uses too much." " You have made a miss-deal." " Madame 
Beck is separated from her husband ; slie is going to sne for a 
divorce." " Weil, it is lucky she and her husband are G-ermans, 
for if he had been a Russian she would aever get it." " How 
old is she ?" " 0, she must be forty at the least." Such is a 
sample of the conversation at a soiree ; nor are the subjects on 
which the gentlemen converse one whit more intellectual. " Que 
voalez-vous V said a nobleman one evening — " que voulcz-yons ? 
on ne peutparler !a politique i,t il ny a in,n a fane que de jouer 
aux caites ,' and it is certim that the diead of being every 
where within heaiing of some government &py must be % dis 
agreeable check on conversation It is astonishing how much 
the absence of political discussion influences the amount of mfoi 
mation current in society oi how much freedom of speech con 
tributes to intelhgence , any one who has liicd m Russia can 
bear witness to this fact When we were near the front ers of 
Piussm some Fiench ind German gentlemen got mta the lail 
way cairiage and beaan. conversing on the present stati, of 
Euiupe One of the lattei lemained quiet foi a few minutes 
and then said ' My fnend'i listen we shall m Icsi than an 
hour have quittel the tenitoiie? of Bussia until we do so let 
us be silont foi h w do we know who may be within heir 
mg'' The o„hers leqmesccd in the justice of the propoiititn 
and not until we reached Myslowitz did they give &w, fuithei 
expression to then thoughts 

But to letim to the Kussiau ladie I lememher T oice went 
to call on tht Fiinci,^'; fi he wjs of \ciy aood family, 
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but extremely poor, yet of conrse she could not do without a 
carri^e, horses, a footman, and maid-servants, but the state of 
dirt and misery in which she lived would disgust almost a beg- 
gar amongst us A very filthy lieqney lu liveiy the facings of 
which were se-ucely visible so discoloured weie tiey with long 
use usheied me through a loom qmte is duty is himself to a 
second apartment in whi h was seated the pimess She was 
at breakfast it beuig twelve o clock The dbominihl* filthy 
room her equally disgusting attire and the supei dutinebii of a 
miserable little maid who bionght hei some lusks mads me 
almost afraid to tike a seat on the chiu- pi iced for me &!ie 
very politely requested me to partake of her refreshment which 
I as politely declined but imigme gentle reader how inflmtely 
1 VI IS disgusted when she took up a piece of pipei from the 
table spat in it and then replaced it neai the bread she was 
eatmg 1 She bej^ged me to come and see hei igain as she 
assured me she was veiy fond of the English I need not say 
that I did not lepe^t my visit Candidly sp&aking this, wis the 
only instanoe I met of such in e'ttremely filthy m6mge , there- 
fore I hjpe it foimed i laie exception I must howevei say 
that m St PetcisUiig I once called at a house where the foot 
min who opemd the dooi piesrnted so dirty an appearance that 
I would not entci it and therefoie cmnot 'lay whether it was 
his own fault oi that of his master In oidei to give an exam 
pie of the state of moial feeling in the country I will nairate a 
little incident that occurred one ei ening at the house of a lady 

of very high rank : a Madame , the wife of a governor of a 

large province, was present ; and Prince T koi, who had 

been ordered to join his regiment, had come to take leave of 

his friends : to my astonishment, Madame burst into » 

violent flood of tears, and "refused to be comforted," when 
she bid him adieu. Oe my inquiring why she was so affected, 
the prince being no relation of hers, I was informed ttat, "poor 



Hosmnjy Google 



thing I she wns so deeply in love with him that she was unable 
maitriser son emotion." I ventured to remark that it was rather 
disagreeable to her husband that she should make so public a 
display of her preference for another. For ray pains I was told 
that I had no heart, and that, like all the English, I was qnite 
destitute of feeling. I do believe that not a lady was there pre- 
sent who did not regard her as quite a martyr of sensi- 
bility. 

Many of the noblesse are extremely poor j indeed it is almost 
a wonder how they can exist. A great cause of their indigence 
is the equai divisiou of the family estates among all the children. 

M. M ff, a gentleman belonging to one of the most ancient 

houses in Enssia — indeed, he used to boast of his descent from 
Rurick, the founder of the empire — often bitterly lamented the 
sabdivisiott of the property. " My father," said he, " had eight 
children ; he was possessed of a fortune of four thousand slaves, 
a very handsome estate ; when he died, we each had five hun- 
dred as oar share ; I have four sons and a daughter, among 
whom mj patrimony must be again subdivided ; if they marry, 
they must be very poor, and if they have families, still more so ; 
by this means, my descendants will eventually become mere beg- 
gars." Another common cause of their poverty is their propen- 
sity for gambling, which ruins many. One day an old gentleman 

calied on Madame P ska, a lady with whom 1 was well 

acquainted in St. Petersburg ; he came to borrow a few rubles, 
which she kindly gave him. On his leaving the room, I begged 
to know what had thus reduced Mm. "Ah I poor man," said 
my friend, " think how nnfortnnate he has been ; he once pos- 
sessed fourteen thousand slaves, and he lost them all at cards." 
I said I wag sorry that a man of his years should have rendered 
himself miserable by such a vice. " How old do you think him t" 
asked my friend. " Oh, sixty at the least." " Sixty 1" answered 
she, " he is past eighty, only he weai-s a wig, paints his eye- 
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brows, and rouges to make himself look yoanger." Wretched 
old man ! he died soon after I saw him, on his return from a 
card-party ; he was found lifeless on his bed, and did not leave a 
single rtible to defray the expenses of his interment. 
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CHAPTER V. 



iFTER uur letma to 4.rdnii£^l ne hid to wait tlieie snine 
week'! uiitil the wiatcr roadt. had become sufTaieutly hud to 
render sledge tra¥clhng plfasant We procared a kibitki — % 
kind of Rnssim vehicle much resemblmg a hige Ltadle on 
slides— bou gilt a mattress to lit into Jt and proiiiled ourselves 
with enoagh piovi&ions for o\ir long louinej- surh is frozen 
fowls soups, Ac which we were to thaw at the different '-tatnns 
As it was quite unsafe to traverse roads so nnfitquentcd alone, 
we agreed to join a party of Russians and Germins who wcie 
g' mg to visit the capitil It wis arranged that our kabitka 
was to precede tho=!e of our acquaintances as we were strinijera 
to the country On the nioniiug of our departure we issembled 
at 1 hou'ie belonging to ono of our acquaintances a gieat many 
fncnds had mpt there in order to see us set oat and to hid us 
God speed on the journey We seated our'selves conformably 
to the RuBbian custom a few moments in siience champagne 
was h«inded round to drink to our sncctss , the whole tompany 
then arose, and assembled at the gatt fo see us con fortal ly 
seated in our sledges , some of them even cloi ted us bfjondthe 
barriers of the town before they would bid ns adieu , nor was it 
without regret on our side that we took leare of those kind- 
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hearted people, whom in all probability we should neyeu see 
again. 

Onco fairly on our Journey, we found ourselves surrounded by 
those dreary forests and bonndless morasses (now hidden by the 
deep snow) of which we had so recently had so mnch experieuee. 
1 do not know whether this wild region is not more agreeable in 
th w te th t barrenness is concealed. It is not 

^ fcS * t y th t f r-fifths of the northern portions 
f P t f th dy plains and marshy forestrland I 

h 1 dy d b d b t the winter, it matters little what 

I 1 th f w 

F mAih gltoStPt bnrg we passed hundreds of Tcrsts 
f th ] pt f t y In these districts utter desolation 

y ca ly 1 m thmg is seen ; even the birds have 
d t d th m 1 h fl wn to the neighbourhood of the 
tw tfidth thfd their native woods can no longer 
ffdthm A Itywif foxmay occasionally be descried, 

th k Ik m g th 1 hes or sitting watchfully by the 

d f thp ih},of some weary horse being left 
th ltd 1 1 1 me the victim of the hungry droves 

now lym^ perdns in the forest depths, and only scai-ed from the 
travellei's path by the tinkling of the bell attached to thp sledge. 
No othei sound bieiks the weary silcnoo but the yell of the 
jemstchick meitiog his team to gieatei speed oi his w dd voice 
chantmg forth the &on„": of the people, which echo fai away 
through those melancholy forests, and only seivo to -m akec the 
heart to a still gieater sense of the utter desolation around. 
Yet Nature is always grand, and peihaps never more so than in 
the wilderness 

No inhabitants dwell in these tiact?, with the ezceptiou of the 
few poor peasants whose huts surround the government post- 
stations , it 13 a rare occurrence indeed to meet a human being, 
and for hours one travels on, and the only sign of being m a dvi- 



ismnjy Google 



61 



lized country is the wooden cross, gi'aj with age, placed here and 
there by the wayside. Several times on the journey we met 
gangs of wretched criminals, heavily chained, and escorted by 
soldiers, whose duty it is to conduct them from statioa to station. 
Along the roads in Russia the traveller may remark small brick 
houses, placed at intervals of about twenty or tv/enty-five vei-sts ; 
these are the places at which these gangs rest on their way to 
Siberia. One of these miserable escorts was standing still as we 
were changing horses, which gave us the opportunity of examin- 
ing their countenances. Features more debased or expressions 
more frightful it is impossible to conceive. Crime and every evil 
thougbl^ seemed to have deprived them almost of even the traces 
of human beings ; I shuddered as I gazed on them. Among the 
convicts was a woman with a face, if possible, more horrible than 
that of the men ; she had a child witU her, a poor little thing of 
scarcely five years old, that ivas suffering dreadfully from the 
hoopiEg-cough ; instead of treating it with kindness and compas- 
sion, its wicked mother was treating it unmercifnlly, until even 
the men, her companions in crime, brutalized though they were, 
called out shame on her, and begged her to desist. I never felt 
so couvinced that punishment was justly deserved as in the case 
of this wretched woman. 

At the distance of about fifty-five or sixty versts from Arch- 
angel we came to a monastery at a place called Seea ; it was 
surrounded by woods and lakes, which, in the summei'-time, must 
have a very pretty effect. For a Russian building, it was quite 
an ancient one, and was erected before Peter the Great's reign : 
it was the sanctuary to which that monarch often retired to per- 
form his devotions. Like most monasteries in the empire, it was 
surrounded by a wall, having a curiously dovetailed top with 
towers at each corner pierced with loopholes. One of the gen- 
tlemen, who was acqiLaiuted with the abbot, proposed to us to 
pay him a visit ; we ail of course willingly assented, and turned 
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out of the post-road for the purpose. Half a verst brought us 
to the gates : on ringing a bell, one of the holy brothers ap- 
peared, who to our disappointment informed us that the Father 
(for Bueh they designate their superior) was Ul and asleep, but 
offered to awake him if he wished ; we thanked him, but begged 
that the abbot's slumbers should not be dteturbed on our account, 
and requested the monk to express our great regret at his supe- 
rior's indisposition, with good wishes for his recovery. The 
monk, seeing us about to depart, entreated us to take some little 
rpfiet.hraent m the refectory : on our declining, he asked ns if 
we would not like to see the shrine of their patron, St. Anthony, 
whose body was interred in their church. We accepted his offer, 
and followed him into the cathedral, which, like ail Greek places 
of worship, was filled with pictures of the innumerable saints of 
their calendar, and wretchedlj-painted scripture-pieces. Haying 
walked round the interior of the building, and examined the very 
curious lamps hung before several of the images, we were led to 
a shrine quite brilliant with lighted tapers aad oil, and here our 
guide pointed with evident pride to a full-length likeness of the 
saint placed on the top of a long bos tiiat covered his mortal 
remains. Above it was a wretched daub of Virgin and a Child, 
which he triumphantly informed us was the holy man's owa 
work. Although there was nothing to admire in it, we saw that 
it would give him pleasui-e to express oar satisfaction, and there- 
fore did not fail to do so : we also made the offering of a piece 
of silver to the church, which seemed to raise us immensely in 
the good monk's estimation. After thanking him for the trouble, 
we left the monastery of St. Anthony jnst as a party of the pea- 
santry from a village close by, dressed in their best clothes, witii 
smooth hair and well-combed beards, were reverently ascending 
the steps, bent on asking the prayera of the respected superior 
for tlie success of the ensuing harvest. 

Having traversed about four hundred vcrsts, wo came to the 
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town of Kargapol ; it contains uotling remarkable, and is com- 
posed of wooden houses, as usual. From this place the seenery 
began to show a 1 ttk variety We hid no longpr to coBplain 
of those monotonous plim^ of which ve weie bO thoiuu^Hy 
weary the cjintiy now becime diversified by hill aud valleys, 
soiuet mea we we o rap dlj galloping up t decbvity (for the 
Eiussiins dtiv at thf top of the horses speed up a hill) at 
othera we were gliling along the ed^e of a precipice One of 
the horses slipped aside and by ao doing broke his thigh bone , 
the pooi yematcliick cried most bitterly saying that his master 
wonld belt him almost to death We weie so grieved at his 
misl itune thit we made up a little subsciiption foi him which 
affjided hm ^omo consolation and I dare say served to com 
foit hm inder the coireetion As for our unlucky steed we 
were obliged to leave him behmd on the snow and doubtless 
m. 1 few Lours his caiease hid furn shed an unwonted feast to 
the prowl ng wolves with whiuh the forests aio nd weis infested 
During tlie nest post we were doomed to meet with moie mis 
foitunes foi our jemsli,hick diove ns so near to the edge of the 
road that he turned na ! oth nut iito the midst of an enormous 
snow-drift I leally thonght we shoild be smothered foi the 
kabitka rolled ught over v,} on us bbing half bulled ra the snow 
WIS disagreeable ei OTic,h but to have pilIo\ii mattress port 
manteani and a whole showLt of small eteeteii with which our 
sledge WIS filled upon our backs lendermg it impossible for us 
to move, was even worse. The other kabitkas had by this time 
come up, and great inquiries were made for oar yemstchicfc, who 
had unaccountably disappeared ; presently a voice was heard, 
whose smothered tones seemed to come somewhere from under 
ground, and to our horror we found that he was just under us, 
and that the kabitka had jammed him deeply into the snow, so 
that he conld not get out. To raise the sledge was the first 
thing to be done, and with the aid of the other yemstchicks, we 
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wire extiRiled ffoui our dilemma; our coachman was pulled 
out of tlie snow. We expected to find iim half dead, or at 
least with some bones broken ; he, however, merely shook him- 
self, juit as a dog does oa coming out of the water, and jumped 
upon his seat as if nothing had happened. Our friends, finding 
that we were neither of us hurt, enjoyed a hearty laugli at our 
expense : I make no doubt that we cut a sorry igure. As for 
our yemstchick, he was ready to go down on his knees to ask 
our forgiveness. He begged to know if we were bruised at all ; 
teing answered in the negative, he repeatedly crossed himself, 
and thanked God for our sakes, and perhaps for his own too. 
We were glad eaongh to get into the sledge and drive on, to 
escape the jokes with which onr friends assailed us. Oar yera- 
stchick had lieen a soldier, he said, and boasted of having 
served the Czar in every government in his dominions ; but now 
that his time was out, ho had turned post-driver. Ho told us 
that the last province he !iad been in was Podolia, of which he 
gave the moat flour: sMng accounts. 

"Eat," said I, "why did von not remain, when, as yon lay, 
your prospects were so good, and the country so delightful ?'' 

" Ah i Matntchka, how was it possible f I thought of my 
native village far away in the north. I was always longing to 
see the snow and pine-forests ag^n, which made me so miserable 
that I asked for my discharge ; and, as I had served the required 
term, here I am." 

" But how did yon return from so great a distance ? Did the 
governmeut send you back ?" 

"Wot at all, Barishna 1 I walked all the way." 

"What ! fifteen hundred vorsts?'' 

" Yes, to be sure ; that is nothing." 

" But I suppose you live comfortably here. Ton have a 
little pension, I dare say ?" 

" Pension I no, only the ofScers ever get that, and they only 
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when they are wounded. But as for being well off, slave Bogen t 
we iiTe as our neighbors do. I liaye a wife and two children ; 
we get plenty of black bread and salt, and Tcry often stchie. 
What else could we wish for ?" 

It was really something agreeable to hear that even this poor 
man could feel attachment for Ms miserable village of log-hnts, 
sitnated, doubtless, in the midst of some dreary morass in this 
obscure corner of the earth. My reflections on the wonderfal 
affections everywhere felt for the scenes in which childhood has 
been passed were interrnpted by the driver asking if we would 
like to hear some of the songs the soldiers used to sing on the 
march. On our assenting, he began in a fnll, deep-toned tenor, 
awakening all the echoes of the snrrounding forests. The bur- 
then of his song was concerning some country belle who danced 
so elegantly that even the Czar himself came to see her perform- 
ance. According to al! accounts, the hearts of the villagc-swaiua 
were all sore with being so much in love with her ; but she set- 
tled the matter by choosing a happy fellow named Ivan, whose 
felicity, we were assured, was inconceivable. This love does not 
appear to have been entirely disinterested, for there followed a 
long list of the bride's trousseau. She had a crasnoi sarafone, or 
red gown, and was further endowed with some pillows and a coun- 
terpane ; aclded to which she was the richest bride in the whole 
village. The air was pretty, and, like most Russian melodies 
in the minor key ; the whole was terminated by the peculiar 
scream which finishes each cadence We weie so amused by our 
yemstchick that we were quite sorry when we an'ived at the 
station. Notwithstanding his tnal-adresse in overturning us, we 
made him a present, which was so much more than he expected, 
that he was overpowered with gratitnde, and crossed himself 
many times iu wishing us a prosperous jouruey. 

He was succeeded by a merry little fellow, who entertained 
m by giving ub a confidential tableau of his prospects in life. 
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He began by itiforramg tis that he was going to be manied, and 
that ho was so much in love iie could get no rest night or day ; 
that hia intended bride's name was Katrina ; she was seventeen 
and he was twenty-one, and " Please God, they should sooii be 
as happy as they need be." He also volauteered a song, the 
subject of which was a soldier's datighter who had fallen in love 
with the major of the re ra t 5 t t pp h as w 
hopeless one, as he was g m t w d th 

Eight had now closed If thhttm 1 t. 

journey the ful! moon li 11 h sjl \ p tl 

scene ; during the pr 1 y th ky h d 1 m h 

clouded, and occasional fllf hdp ted mli 

ing a most beautiful effe tpl Ibyl hdwftht 
on the pure glittering pi 1 th I i t t 

nothing but a mezzo-tint d m ly flmt ly m d li d 
There wis not a breath f t t th li f th 1 f y 

pines interlaced over o h 1 my t ! 3 

to pervade the very atm ph w I tl ed t 
sively cold, and the mo 1 ht d p th i ky w th 1 
brilhancy, that we could ly 1 dtlizlpt 

the snow at the same tm Itt 1 Ipkldlkmll 
of diamonds strewn in o [ th II t th mb f 1 
of the forest like gem f tl p t t bl pi ni 

Tes, truly, even this b ! d i b ty 1 1 

liness. One who has ti li 1 th h ht h tl 11 

never forget the impre 1 ft h m d I y pi d d 

a acene, and will ceas t 1 t th ttichm t f th 

barbarian serfs to their It 1! ge 

The next day we re 1 ed L J p 1 fi t j 1 

The estensive lake ot L 1 t b Eh tly f 

to make it safe for ns t t Id t 1 

onr route by the post-ro 1 W i d th m 11 '-5 , 

and soon came ta tlie town of 1 idogi (Vi flio Volkof ■ from 
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tUeuee we proceeded to Schlusselberg, oa the lake whicli 
formerlj belonged to Sweden, and of whicli Peter the Great 
deprived her. It was in the castle of this place that his son was 
coufineci. 

Once during our joarney we were tempted to sea what 
a village-jnn was like, for after travelling eight days and nights 
we felt so thoroughly wora out by fatigue, that we thought any 
place in which we conld rest a little would he welcome ; 
we therefore asked our yemstchick if there were no lionse 
of entertainment at the neighbouring hamlet. " Ay, surely," 
replied he, " there is a very good tavern for travellers at 
the other end of the village." 

" Then drive on, pray, ray good fellow, and let us be there as 
quickly as possible." 

" Horro sba Earishna !" 

Crack went hia whip, and oui otceli hav i? a Msion of hay 
near at hand, were tempted to stietch then IcgiS into a real gal- 
lop ; we, in the meaiiwliile, had the ^oua illunon of thinking 
that wo should soon have a smokm^ samovai on the table and a 
few hours' repose. Alas I how oni hopes were disappointed I 
Our kabitka suddenly drew up at a miserable-looking peasant's 
isba, half tunabling down, from the foundation having sunk 
a foot or two on one side The yemstchick rapped at the door 

b h w 1 d by di ty 1 g b 1 d 11 f 11 w wh 

mdth hdqt bhkyt niak h ra p f tly 

tplWh at It dlmLhmdtnd 

wht wh \ dththhl m hhwe 

Id r II 1 tl ght u- P q a t 

1- d t Ihtwhhwdd thfthp ffil 
tl t b tt tl th t w ul I 1 d t pp 

h t th p th w 1 th d f p tm t n 

tl fi f 1 h m 1 t f i t th 

Ilk m m n 1 hU !i Ul I i mi 
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1) tt 1 II The heat and stench t 
t 1 U n i k w ffi at. I and my friend li 

ba k t th k i tka n 1 1 w heed the repeated assurance of 
th thy 1 "11 d th t w Id sleep very well on tlie tabic ! 

O mj; n d y Ii wevcr, had the coarage to pass 
th n bt m 1 th house ; we ladles preferred the 

t f k 1 tk ^vh h was drawn under an open shed 
tht d atUawll Our slumb.ers were somewhat 
distuibed by tlie horsesi noses sniffing afc us several times during 
the night, attracted, I suppose, by the hay placed at the bottom 
of onr sledge. According to the accounts our friends gave of 
the manner in which they had passed the time, we had, notwith- 
standing this annoyance, every reason to congratulate ourselves 
ou having given the preference to the stable. 

There is a chaussee from Sehlusselberg to St, Petersburg ; so 
the remainder of onr journey was easily enough accomplished, 
nor did we observe anything more that was worthy of remark 
excepting the very wretcUed state of the Tillages belonging to 
the Count Sherrematief, in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
which wo thought were a perfect disgrace to one who is 
considered the richest nobleman in the empire. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



wretehed life— Tea.l 



I WAS greatly disappointed with my first view of St. Petersburg. 
From the estraordiaary accounta I Iiad so often read of ita 
magnificence, I was certainly led to expect something iafinitely 
more grand, A drive of balf an hour enables the stranger to 
pass through all the best parts of the city. It is trne that in 
one tableau are assembled a number of splendid buildings, such 
as few capitals afford ; but if within the same space were col- 
lected all the finest public buildings in London, with all the 
advantages of the great extent of ground and clear atmosphere, 
enabling the visitor to obtain an unobstructed view of their 
various beauties, it would be easy to guess which would present 
the most imposing appearance ; added to which, it must be recol- 
lected that the edifices in St. Petersburg are for the most part 
only of brick and stucco That this assemblage of all that is 
splendid in the city gives at first sight i magnificent e u,emble I 
dj n t ieny but like everyth n^ Russian the showy facade 
only h des whit is mean behind In the sime tableau we see 
the adm alty on a line with which is the Winter Palace itself 
fxciUn the War office in tl e lutermed at space stands the 
Alexander Column w th the biou? iifeel sn tie to] whose 
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head is bowed in adoration, and vvlio bears a golcieu cross inliis 
arms. la the large square of the Admiralty stands the cele- 
brated statue of the Czar Peter, on the left hand of which is the 
ministerial and judicial departmeufc. Behind the statue is the 
Isaac Church, not yet finished, a heavy-looking building of dark 
gracite, with gilt dome and crosses, aud four ridiculous-looking 
little towers, one at each corner. Some affirm that the dome 
and cupolas are covered with thin sheets of pure gold, of the 
thickness of a ducat ; but this is quite a mistaie ; they are only 
trebly gilt. The interior is in an cnfinished state, but it will 
be much ornamented with rich mosaics ; and it is for this cathe- 
dral that the pictures and statues are intended which formed the 
cargo of the vessel that so cleverly escaped a few weeks ago 
being seized by the allied cruisers. On the bank of the Neva, 
opposite to this edifice, are the University and the Academy of 
I'iae Arts, the latter a large and handsome square building. 
There is one really fine street iai the city : it is called the 
Nevsky-Perspective, which as far as the Anitchkiu bridge pre- 
sents a splendid appearance, but at the other extremity degene- 
rates into miserable dwellings, some of them of wood. The 
objects tliat attracted my attention the most were the granite 
quays with which the Neva and the canals are bordered, and 
which must have cost incalculable trouble, and an. immense 
expenditure, both of treasure and human life, in their constrnc- 
tiou. The pavement in St. Petersburg is absolutely abominable, 
and only two or three streets are lighted with gas ; the remain- 
der still retain the almost heathen obscurity of oil. A propus of- 
these same oil-lamps : I was told by a Russian gentleman that 
the police authorities in the capital find them immensely to their 
advantage ; for by lighting two wicks instead of three, which 
greatly economizes the light and oil, and putting down the extra 
one to their own account, they manage to make a handsome pro- 
fit by the end of the year ; and this will serve to show how. 
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even in the merest trifles, tlie governDicnt is at tiie morcy ol' the 
employes. 

All tbe hest shops in St. Petersburg are kept by foreigners ; 
articles of clothing are very dear, especially those imported, 
which I was informed was mainly cansed by the very groat duty 
imposed on them, and by the unwise restrictions of the govern- 
ment. The Russian shops are almost aO conEned to the Gos- 
tinoi Dwor, a kind of bazaar, sitnated in the centre of the town. 
It ia a square building, surrrounded by a piazza, and contains 
an immense number of warehouses. We never passed through 
it without being reminded of the London " 'prentices " in Walter 
Scott's ' Nigel,' who formerly iu Cheapside sainted the passers 
bjwith"What do yeUckf Jast the veiy ame thmgmty 
be heard in Moscow and '^t Petei sburg foi at the dooi of 
each shop eithet the master oi ■), servant takes !i & stit on and 
endeavouis to draw the stiangers attention to h s goods 
" What do you n ish Sudaiini ' beautiTul ribbons lacea colla s 
handkerchiefs i ' 

Another calls ont, "Warm boots shoes slippers! A thud 
assails one with " Fmo bonnets of the newest fashion vehet, 
silk, satin, whatever you wish 1 A fourth with Brooches, 
rings, scissors, knives (real English), bracelets," &c., &c. All 
this is pronounced with inconceivable volubility, which, at the 
first hearing, seems to be some interminable word peculiarly 
Russian, The shops that strike a foreigner most forcibly are 
those filled with pictures of the saints, household gods, and 
ciosses Heie a St Anthony or St Serge, a Virgin and Child, 
01 a Oatherme as the puichaser may leqnire, can be bought at 
any price, fiom sixpenro to fifty guineas These portraits are 
highly ornamented w ith an immense yuantitj of gold and pearls, 
01 tinsel according to the sum the buyei may wish to give for 
his patron inrl guaidian augel, and make i ghtteriug show Id 
the waichou^e 
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Haring arrived at tte shop to wticb the atraugcr has been 
directed, the purchase is made somewhat in this fashioa :— 

Lad/g. " I wish, if you please, to look at some French rib- 
bons." 

Shopman. " Horro sha, Sudariiia" (very well, lady). The 
shopman talies down a box, the contents of which are undeni- 
ably Enssian manufacture. 

L. " These are not French — I want French ribbons," 

S. " These are real French : thoy are from Paris." 

L. " No, I am sure they are not." 

S. (After again most energetically repeating his assertion) 
" Well I how much do you want ?" 

.L. " Show me the ribbons, and then I will tell you." 

S. " How many arsheens did yoii say V 

L. " Show me the French ribbons." 

The shopman unblushingly puts baclt the box which he has so 
recently declared contained the real article, and takes down 
another, which is filled with ribbons really of French fabrica- 
tion. 

i. " How much is this an arsheen ?" 

S. (With a most graceful inclination) " Seventy copecks." 

i. " Seventy copecks I Why the price is only fifty, and that 
is aU I will give you." 

S. (Quite indignant) " Fifty I they cost us more than that ; 
you shaU have it for sixty-five." 

L. "Fifty." 

iS. " Bosja moia 1 So 1 I can't think of fifty— say sixty." 

L. " M"ot a copeck more than fifty." 

S. " By Heaven ! I can't sell it for that price ; yon shall 
have it for fifty-five." 

L. " Will you take fifty or not ?" 

S. " I can't indeed." (He shuts np the box and puts it back 
into its.plaeo.) " Yon shall have it for fifty-three," 
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The purchaser refuses to be cheated of even three copecks au 
araheen, and waits out of the ahop ; she has perhaps gone half- 
a-dozen yards, when tlie shopkeeper's voice is heard calling out, 
" Barislma, Earishna I come back, Lf you please I" 

L. " Not a copeck more than fifty." 

iS. (Having persuaded her to re-enter the warehouse, says in 
a confidential jnanner) " Yon shall have it foi- fifty-one." 

X. " I said fifty, and I will give you no more." 

S. "Well I say fifty and a half 1" 

L. "If you don't like to take what I said, I vtiU go to the 
next shop," 

S. (rinding that his customer will not be cheated) " Ilorro 
sha, Mosjna I well, you may have it ; how much do you 
want V 

L. " Six araheens," He proceeds to measure tlie ribbon, and 
she takes out her purse, and ^ves him, perhaps, a five-ronble 
note to change. The shopkeeper's hopes of cheating begin to 
revive at the sight of the note, for he can't fiad the amount of 
the balance due to his cnstomcr by two or three copecks. 

£. " You must give me three copecks more ; this is not right." 

S. (With a very low bow), "Isvenete veno vat, I beg your 
pardon, I am in fault." The remaining three copecks are slowly 
produced, and the customer at last walks away with her ribbon. 
In this senseless manner do the Hussian shopkeepers waste their 
own time and tliat of the purchaser. One wotdd think that the 
minutes thus lost would be of more value than the consideration 
of the profit of a few copecks more. 

Every house in Russia has a kind of out-of-door servant, called 
a Dwornick, who may be considered as the real police of tbe 
eoautry, for it is ho that guards the establishment from thieves, 
&c. His duties are of a very varied description ; he attends to 
the state of the yard, sees that the roof is free from snow, 
brings the water from the river, and is at every one's call night 
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and day. Their place is no siaecure, poor fellows 1 and I never 
could find out when ttey lafl time to sleep ; for in addition to 
all that thej Lave to do during the day, they watch over the 
house at night, and from seven in the evening until the same 
hour the ensuing morning they are obliged by the law to sit out- 
side of the gate, to keep a look-out for all comers. Theirs must bo 
a veiy bird hfe , yet to do them jnstice, they seemed gay enough 
in the long summer cyenrngs , many a time have I heard them 
tmklmg on their balaika, oi triangular guitar, and humming the 
wild aus of then natue Tilhge, hours after I have retired to 
iLst In the wmtei, hon ever, it must fao dreadful to be obliged 
to remain so many houia exposed to the intense cold of a nor- 
thern elimite In all their sorrows tea and votku (a kmd of 
Enssian whisky made fiom lye) seem alternately to be the con- 
solation of the lower classes, &ee that house at the corner ; the 
upper part of it is devoted to the goddess Bohea, which is sufft- 
ciently indicated fay the rude painting of a tea-urn, surrounded 
by a numerous progeny of white tearcups on a dark-blue ground 
placed over the door, The windows are opec, which enables ns 
to see what is passing within. Long-bearded shopkeepers, in 
their blue caftans, well buttoned np, istvostchicks or drosiisky- 
drivers, rough peasants from the country, in their loose shirts or 
sheep-skms, and with queerly-cut hair, are all seated iu httlo 
groups, round small tables, placed in lines down the whole 
length of the room, as many as it will contain. Xoung boys, in 
loose shirts, and mostly without shoes or stockings, are run- 
ning about attending the wants of the guests, bringing little 
loaves to one, rusks to another, and tea to all. Tea-cups do 
not seem to be the the fashion, for most of the guests are drink- 
ing out of glasses ; some prefer cream, but the majority have a 
slice of lemon swimming on the top, and "a portion" of sugar 
iu a small saucer, all ready to be used, is near at hand ; they 
do not put it ijito the glass, but hold it between their teeth, 
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aud suck tlio bsveragc through, it. They seem happy and. con- 
tented enough as we see them now, but doubtless each could 
tell of some act of oppression and violence which weighs heavily 
on his heart, and which will inevitably bo avenged some day or 
other by Mm or his children's children I 

Let as cast a look into the cellars below. If the first floor 
be dedicated to a Chinese deity, these are under the proteotiou 
of a classic god that indeed ought to be the tatular deity of the 
Russian people. The gigantic bunches of purple and whito 
grapes on a gold field plainly indicate that " Yotku is sold bere," 
and that Baccbus holds his reign in this eubten'aneons temple, 
even if we did not perceive the state of those reeling raujiks 
(peasants) and young bojs continually going in aud out, in dan- 
ger of stnmbling down the steps of the diinking-shop, the doors 
of wliicb are happily closed, and thas prevent our being dis- 
gusted with what is passing within. ; we will therefore stand 
aside for a few miuutes and remark the passers-by. If it be 
snffliuer, we shall see the lemonai3e-boys with their larg:e glass 
jugs and one glass for universal use. Sometimes, iastead of this 
beverage, they vend a kind of drink made of cranberries. I 
dare say what they sell is very refreshing, but its purity cannot 
be depended on. The bread-merchants with their portable tray 
supported by a strap round their shoulders ; the fruit-venders, 
whose treasures are crude enough and never ripen in this nor- 
thern clime ; the flower-girls with well-arranged nosegays ; the 
begging monks and nuns, with their board covered with cloth, 
on which is embroidered a cross, and. on which the pious 
are expected to place a trifle, which they pretend go to 
their religions house — their disagreeable whine is the true 
toue of a hypocrite. All these are mised up with an 
indeSni^e number of peasants aud employes, of whom, with the 
exception of the military, the population at this season seems 
composed, for the "families" are all out of town, enjoying the 
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short summer oa tlicir estates, or at tho " Islands" iu the envi- 
rons of St. Petersburg. There seems no lack of uniforms, not- 
withstanding that the soldiers are "ans camps" some forty versts 
from the city : but this is the capital of a nation kept down by 
the knout and the sword. Yonder are four horsemen abreast ; 
they are Cossacks. Remark their black sheepskin caps, their 
bine frock-coats tightly fastened by a narrow belt round the 
waist. Ey-the-bye, it must be a great misfortune if they grow 
stout f the I it 3 only allowed to be of a ce ta n len^tl s 
f even fl sh and blood mu t obey m 1 tary regulat ona The r 
mmensely long spears w th ed sh fts ire supporte 1 by a lea 
them at ap the hay s cur oosIt tw sted up nto t k nd of 
o ^a t c 1 n,, and fwtened to the saddl bo v They bave good 
feat res b t are too small n size to le handsome Agues 
Those two sold e that yo see com n^ on horseback look ng 
round w th neftal le d sla n ni on tl e peo{ le are C rcass ans 
the I roud an I stately faci ^ the r mac;n S ent d ess and 
inc ent arms eciU to o remcmb ancc the day of ch valry 
^] R a th olde t me the war o s of mer y E ^I ci ent 
forth to fioht Saldino the plans of Sy a The r do ely fitt g 
burnished helmets with little sctrlet ornament ai, the top then 
steel veil falling ovei their necks their shut of linked mail the 
plate-armoar on their legs ind their baibed steeds make us 
imagine them to be some ancient kaigbts of high reno«n teady 
caparisoned foi the tournament Their pieicmg blafik eye'< and 
noble fcitHies do not bi,lie what vie have heard of the beauty 
of the Cncas^na rice Tlie«e are piobably some of the tube 
that have been induced to swear ftalty to the Ozai or perhaps 
are two of the ho&ta^e? from Circassia I ipmembei a gentle 
man tell ng me that the Ciieissians were imong the n o^t f iith 
ful of the Fmperor's soldiers perhapi the t me may be npii at 
hanl in which then fidelity will be jnt to the test Ton i^ee 
tl o P otl ei etidiero oppoi te , thej i nt lut a pooj b me by tho 
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side of the Circassians. Tliey are some of tlie infantry of tlio 
tine ; tlieir downcast, inauimato look, their thin and miserable 
forms, tell of the many kicks and blows, the scanty rations of black 
bread and salt, the life of drudgery, and the shameful ill-treat- 
ment to which, poor wretches, tbey are too much accaatomed. " It 
is no wonder onr soldiers are brave," said a Uusaian official to 
me ; "tliey hare so little worth Jiving for, that, as Grinion the 
author saje, ' they lose nothing when they lose their life :' the 
only way to make a good trooper is to make him care nothing 
at all about his existence." What abominable policy ! 

That little house at the corner of tbe street is inhabited by a 
butitchniek or stationary policeman ; be is placed there to keep 
the streets in order : I am sorry to say he has not the reputation 
of being very honest himself. So many stories are told and known 
to be trne concerning the police m Russia, that tbey really may 
be regarded as the wolves instead of the watch-di^s of the com- 
munity. Among the many examples of what is here asserted, I 
remember two. The first was that of a servant-girl who was 
the slave of a lady with whom 1 was slightly acquainted, and 
who was one evening sent out to purchase eomethmg. The girl, 
like the generality of domestics in this countiy, was not of good 
character, and she stopped to talk with the bntitchnick, who 
invited her into his house. She was never seen again alive, and 
several weeks passed before any trace of her was discovered. 
By ciiauce, as the police-ofUcer was going his rounds, he entered 
the man's cabin, and looking round he caught sight of a very 
small portion of a cotton dress that was jammed between the 
boards of the floor. Ho instantly had them taken up, and be- 
neath thera was found the body of the wretched servant-girl : 
the butitchniek confessed that the silver rouble intrusted to her 
had tempted him to commit the murder. The second case was 
that of a lady who went to take a walk in the Strogonoff gar- 
dens, at a few versts' distance from St. Petersburg, She was 



Hosmn.,y Google 



08 THR POLICE. 

seen to eater them, but she never left tliem again. KotHagwaa 
heard of her during nine months, notwithstanding the untiring 
efforts of her friends and the large sum offered by them for some 
information concerning her fate. Many of her acquaintances 
were therefore reluctantly obliged to coEclude that in some sud- 
den fit of insanity, she must have committed suicide by throwing 
herself into the water. The mystery was, however, at length 
cleared up. It so happened that a gentleman, a friend of this 
lady's, while taking a ride, was accosted by a butitchnick, who 
asked him if he would like to buy a parasol. It immediately 
struck him that it was very sinular to the one which the unfor- 
tunate lady had in her hand when she so suddenly disappeared. 
He therefore told the man to keep it notil his return, which 
would be soon, as he had only to call on an acijaaintaiice. The 
policeman, suspecting nothing, promised to do as he was request- 
ed, and the gentleman rode on. The butitchnick's surprise may 
be well imagined when he saw him come back with the police- 
master and two or tb'ee of his men to take him iuto custody. 
He soon met with the punishment ho so well deserved : ho was 
kuouted, and, if he survived, was afterwards to be sent to the 
mines. No man in Russia can be punished unless he confess his 
crime, but meaus are resorted to for making him do so. This 
man's reason for committing the murder was his being unable to 
withstand the temptation offered by the lady's handsome dress, 
and he unconcernedly lifted up a part of the floor of his house 
and showed where he had buried her. 

In winter the aspect of the streets of St Petersburg 11 very 
diiferent from what it is in summer. Instead of the veiiiler=i of 
lemonade, &c., we see the itinerant teasellers fnimahed with a 
kettle well wrapped up in towels to preserve the heat, and a 
whole row of glasses in a kind of leathern itck m fiont of them 
slung round thoir neck in some way or othei : then ten huda a 
ready sale among the groups of red-faced, eheepskin-clad boys 



Hosmnjy Google 



a d in wh m th y m t t! t t la h j tlis 

G t Dw I t d f 1 li k th 1 1 fill d til 
II ra tlj d 1 g ly 1 11 t 1 f 1 d 

It t 1 L fclid wiftly 1 ? th t t Ihe 

N" ky P p t IS wded th b 11 d b 11 nx s 

to display the ueweat fashion,, fiom Paris. The mnnmeiable 
officers saunter along equally desirous of admiration. Here and 
there may be seen a nurse in the full splendour of the national 
costnrae — gold embroidered bead-dreaa, the resplendent pavoinik 
and crasQoi sarafane, kasackaii, and immense amber necklace, 
which they wear "ponr guerir les humenrs froides," as they say. 
The coachmen are conspicuons from theii' red velvet caps stuffed 
yflth wadding and trimmed with gold laee, and their long caftan 
with red scarf tied round their waist ; their strangely cropped 
hair* and bushy beard, all covered with frozen breath, appear 
as if they were thickly powdered with snow ; their horses' backs 
are like fleece from the same cause, and icicles bang round their 
mouths and from their eyelids. Tlie canals and riTcr are frozen 
three feet deep, yet that does not prevent the washerwomen 
from still following their occupation of rinsing the linen in the 
holes made in the ice. One would think that their fingers would 
freeze, but the fact is, the water is so much warmer tban the 
air, that they have no fear of that, yet they must surely suffer 
from standing so many hours on the ice : their loud laughter and 
rude jokes, however, seem to contradict this opinion. There is 
a crowd standing further down— what has happened ? Let us 
ask this shopman. 

"It is only a man in the water. Madam ; ho has slipped down 
through the hole in the ice, that is all." 

" But wliy do tliey not pull hira out ?" 
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70 POLICE EEGULATIONS. 

" Ko one must touch him until the police arriyo ; it is their 
business." 

" Good heavens 1 the poor man will be drowned meanwhile." 

" Tchto delat ?" (what is to be done ?) answers the shopman, 
shrugging his shoulders. And there is nothing done, at least to 
the purpose ; for, of course, in the quarter of an hour or twenty 
minnte spdl fth thpl th^ t baa 

hod ampl trat! dw dadl bdf 
up from th wat by tl d t d th t 

droshsky wthabtth ktUUt 
horrid p t I th u I th t t t th t 
of the I g 1 t n f th E ss n 1 1 

thing m t b d by th ag y s ly fc 
ful to a a f 11 vi t 1 f u 1 ny u u a taiices. 

When I wasstayiDj, atlwei, one of the mc at, nafitof 
jealousy, thought proper to hang himself in an outhouse. One 
of his companions happened to enter and saw him struggling ; 
he did not dare to cut the cord, but ran to fetch the authorities. 
They came, and poor Ivan was nearly cold. 1 recollect, on the 
road to Nova Dererna, seeing a carriage tear along the stones 
as if the horses were wild, and the coachman was lashing them 
like a madman. It appears that he had accidentally run over a 
drunken man, and was so afraid of the consequences of stopping 
a moment out of humanity to raise the poor wretch, whose leg 
was broken, that he thus frantically drove on. If the man had 
been killed he would Lave been punished as if for a murder, and 
the carriage and horses confiscated ; but in any case, had he been 
caught, the latter part of the sentence would have been cai'ried 
into effect, and he himself would have been severely beaten. 

Another stupid regulation also exists. If one man should 
happen to see another lying murdered on the ground, and should 
be so unwary as to give information of the fact to the authori- 
ties, he is in danger of being himself detained until some trace 
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of the real aBsassin be discovered. An English person informed 
me that he was one day crossing the river, on foot, at an early 
huur in the morning, and, to his horror, he saw the body of a 
murdered miin lying close to a liole in the ice. Apparently, 
thoje wlio had committed the dreadful crime had been alarmed 
just as they were on the point of sinking their victim in the 
Neva, and had fled and kft him As fni the Englishman, he 
did not dare to give inlormatjon of it as he knew too well the 
ppnalty. Who can tell how many wicked deed<i are done in this 
gaudy capital, between the setting and riaing of the sun, on a 
long winter's night, or how many of the muidered have floated 
beneath the ponderous Ke silently puianmg their frightful voy- 
age towards the gult I Alas 1 mat j Tei7 many, 1 have been 
repeatedly assured by those hIio had eveiy means of knowing 
the truth. 

Yonder is a poor man's funeral — how sad I Tliere is not a 
single mourner to follow him to his final place of rest ; perhaps 
he was a common soldier or a convict, for here one is almost as 
much respected as the other. The cofBn is nothing but a long, 
roughly-made deal box, stuffed with straw (a few pieces of which 
escape from under the lid), and is dragged along on a peasant's 
sledge, with as much unconcern as if it contained the hody of a 
dog. How different from the niagaiflcont funeral cortege I saw 
only yesterday 1 it was that of the Prince L. The road was 
strewn with branches of fir ; numbers of men preceded the pro- 
cession with flaming torches in their hands ; the bishop in his 
mitre, t!i9 priests in their silver-bordered robes ; the choristers 
chanting the funeral service In solemn tones ; the splendid coffin 
with its rich and beautiful roonutings ; the glittering, pal! of 
cloth of gold ; the m^;nifieent canopy of crimson velvet with 
white ostrich feathers waving in the wind, as if they mocked the 
lifeless corse beneath them ; the footmen in their white-bordered 
coats, cocked hats, and long streamers of red, blue, and white 
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jfibbons. The innumerable caiTiages and sledges, marshalled in 
a long line by the geusdarmes, closed the procession ; the sol- 
diers presented arms to the dead. Yet all his riches and nobi- 
lity could not free the prond Prince L. from Nature's heavy 
debt, nor prevent Lira from treading the same dreary path as 
yon poor friendless wretch. 

St. Petersburg never looks so beautiful as on a summer's 
night ; the buildings are then seen to a great advantage. The 
peculiar twilight of these latitudes casts a softness, yet a clear- 
ness, over them, of which those who have not seen it can have 
no idea : the utter silence of a great city, in what seems broad 
daylight, gives a mysterious feeling to the heart, and subdues 
the thoughts. I was never more struck with the beauty of St. 
Petersburg than once, when, on reinrning from a party at a late 
hour, I was crossing the upper bridge from Kemanoi Oustroff : 
the long line of palaces fading away in the distance, the magni- 
ficent quays, the calm river, the unbroken stillness, all produced 
the effect of a fairy-scene, as if they were fabrics of a vision too 
lovely to be real erected on the enchanting shores of a lake of 
1 q lid ylver 

But see! yon lei is a strange gioup. They are prisoners 
being escoited out of the town hi soldiers. There is a Cossack 
of tbe Baik "^ea among tl em What a savage look he casts 
around I The long 1 aiis of Ijis shaggy white cap almost fall 
into his ejes and mike him look even more feiocious than he 
otherwise «ouId , his legs are heavily ehaiued, so are those of 
his companions The m^n nest thm' C kftle "Ural ; 
his rough sheepskin cap like tl f th Id nd wild- 

looking dress mark him as a c m^l t b b It ould be 

difficult to decide which has th m II t ance of 

the two. We need scarcely k h t tl m , That 

young girl cannot be more tl t y t h has been 

knouted, and is now sufEciently recovered to be able to accom" 
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fiany tte ^ing to Siberia , hei crime wa& that of stiikiHa ier 
mi&ti ss sb will not be reclaimed by the Hioked wietehes witli 
whom she la marcUing The charitable are bestowing alms oa 
them kindly wishing to alleviate theur suffenngs •>& mnch us 
possible and thf money wilt enable them to buy &ome trifling 
comfott? on their jouiapj One of the convicts seems to be the 
treasnrPi of the paitj foi eveiything is handed over to him 
Theie is kndne^s a that pooi peasant who is rnumng itter 
thpm to give th^m the little he can afiord The Busaiant, jie 
geneiallj speakuii:; a ^ood heat ted people and nould eventually 
become a noble nation undei a tieei ind i ettei ^oieinment 
Manj of then vice= and cmnes pioceed from ignorance lai 
fe > 

fhat fini, Laniage with sis hoises the two fiist beaiing pos 
tihona in kngfiockcoHts and prodigiois cocked hats pnftiug us 
in laind of oni respected ftiend Punch on hoisebick, the two 
footmen behind in the same becoming costume and the coach 
miin. holding the leins, « U Buss , with outstittched arms, 
Lontainb the Metropolitan of bt Petersbuig He is a vener 
able looking old man with a long snowy beaid and sEiaight 
head dress like i bnmlesa hat coveied with white cashmere fall 
mg down behind his forehead smmounted by a diamond erosa , 
hiB long loose robe hanging in rich folds , his bieist covered 
with ctooses ind stars for eveiy profession has i mihtaiy lank 
m Eu=!'ia give him a moat impOoing appeaiance , if not exactly 
like thit of in apo&tle he may lemiud us of the high priest ot 
Rome, when Kome was mistress of the world. The people 
salute him, and nncover their heads with much reverence ; he 
raises his hand, and seems as if he were bestowing his benedic- 
tion on them. But let us stand oli one side, for the Emperor's 
sledge is coming ; he is dressed in a gray military cloak and 
leather helmet, ornamented with gold, precisely similar to that of 
any other officer. He has a fine face ; his fair complexion, and the 
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general cast of his features show his Germaa descent, but there 
13 something peculiarly disagreeable about his eyes. His noble 
figure amply fills the sledge, which drives at a rapid rate past 
us. His majesty looks much older thau he did a few months 
ago ; his hair is grayer and his shoulders rounder, yet he is a 
fine man still. He acknowledges the low bows of his people by a 
military salute, and leaves behind him as he advancBs many open 
mouths and wide-stairing eyes among the sheepskin gentry, who 
perhaps have but just come into St. Petersburg with the " winter- 
loads," and caa scarcely gaae their fill at the Czar, who, in their 
ignorance, they imagine a kind of God upon the earth. Look ! 
the Emperor is giving a military salute to some ladies in a blue 
carriage, with two Cossacks in scarlet behind ; it is her Majesty 
the Empress and her daughter. The red uniform of the Cos- 
sacks is the distinctive mark between her livery and that of the 
wife of the heir-apparent, which is blue. 

It must aot be imagined that all tho respect with which the 
Czar is greeted is quite spontaneous. A Polish geEtlema,n told 
me once an anecdote of an acquaintance of his. He had receutly 
arrived in the capital from some out-of-the-way place in Poland, 
and, as the Emperor does not wear his crown in the street, he 
of course did not know Mm from Adam ; he therefore committed 
the crime of not taking off Ms hat when the Emperor passed. 
On his return home he had a notification that he must uncover 
on maeting his Majesty. He did not fail to do it the next time, 
and saluted him with two or three low bows quite down to the 
gTound. He soon had another visit from tlie authorities, ordering 
him out of the city, which made him practically to understand 
that the Czar could have too much respect paid him as well as 
too little. 1 need scarcely add that the Pole did not delay hia 
departure, and thought himself fortunate in being able to return 
in safety to his obscure village in his own country. 

Mais alloEs I Let us contiiiiie our walk down the Nevaky 
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ftl i? 1 f fth I J.1 W read, such signs 

Id t b J Op] t y 13 a hairdresser's ; 

lie himself is represented oq his signboard as exercising Iiis skill 
on the head of a very sentimental young gentleman dressed for a 
ball ; he unites phlebotomy with his other accomplishments, for 
vis-a-Tis is represented a very fine lady in a blue dress and pink 
bows looking very so-so, whose arm is at the mercy of the ope- 
rator, while a boy in a white shirt is holding the basin. 

Next door to the hairdresser lives a milliner, whose gay caps 
and bonnets are duly delineated on her board. Yonder is a toy- 
shop, witli a fine painting containing the moat artistic grouping 
of rocking-horses witli happy little boys on them for ever srailmo- 
and Punch reclining wearily on a dium mistd up with swoids 
and guns that will never kill Turks ind helmets shakoes Cos 
sack-caps, &c., destined to laise ambitions hopes in many a 
childish breast. But we have reached the Anitfhkm budge 
which crosses the Pontanka. These four equestuan statues in 
bronze have a fine effect ; the human figuies endeavonring to 
restrain the fiery steeds are full f I fe and inimat on There aie 
some fine buildings near ; that large handsone mansion on the 
right hand belongs to Prince Was liwttch the lorn; ian{,e that 
you see yonder to the left is the Citheiine Institution it con 
tains some hundreds of young la lies belonging to noble families 
and like most establishments of edncat an heie i a government 
one. It is of no use going fuither than the Anitehkn bndge 
because there is absolutely nothing to see , the houses bejoud it 
degenerate greatly, so we will ratum. That large white mansion 
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is the palace of the Archduchess Olga, which she inhabits when 
she visits the capital. Leaving the Gostinoi Dwor on the left, 
wc look down a street, facing wliicli we see at a distance 
the Michael Palace, a handsome edifice. Soou afterwards we 
reach the Kazane church ; it is built on the model of St, Pcter'a 
in Eame, only on a dimiautive scale. We will finish onr morn- 
ing's ramble by entering it for a few minntea and examining the 
interior. It ia large, and the space, unobstructed by pews, 
appears even greater than it is ; the fine marble pillars support- 
ing the roof are surmounted by gilt capitals ; the pavement is 
tesselated ; the walls are covered with pictures, before which 
silver lamps are suspended, and stands are placed, in which are 
stnck innumerable thin wax tapers, reminding us of the joss-sticks 
of the Chinese. That portrait, before which the ignorant lower 
class are performing their devotions, and bowing so !ow that tlieir 
foreheads touch the ground, is the lilteness of the Emperor's 
daughter Alexandrine, who died some years ago. Alas ! and 
are the da-ys of heathen apotheosis not yet passed away ? Must 
we, in the nineteenth century of the Christian era, see anything 
so sliocking as this ? What difference is there between the ado- 
ration of Uomnlns by the ancient Romans and this idolatry? 
Before that shrine opposite are kneeling two nuns ; one of them 
is only a novice, as shown by her black velvet cone-shaped head- 
dress and gauze veil hanging down behind ; the other has 
a straight head-dress covered with black cloth ; they are both 
habited in gowns of black sei^e, and carry rosaries. A face, 
however beautiful, could never look so in this unbecoming cos- 
tume. Near them is a poor woman decently clad, whose 
repeated prostrations, and the tears coorsing each other rapidly 
down her cheeks, show that trae devotion, and perhaps repent- 
ance for sin, can be felt even by one so hnmble and ignorant as 
a Russian peasant-girl. The massive balustrade round the altai', 
the gate of the Holy of Holies, and the candelabra are of real 
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silver, made, aa tlicy say, from tlie spoils of tlie "grande armeS," 
when the Fi'eiicii invaded tlie country ; but wlio can beliave all 
tie Russians say ? We have often heard them boast, among 
other incredible triumphs of their arms, that they took Paris in 
1814, and they even had the assurance to deny that any one else 
had alight to do with their entry into that city. The large flla- 
g ee s Iver doo that en lose the Holy of Holies are shown to 
al ntage by the cr nson velvet curtains behind them. We 
lad e& 1 e not allow 1 to nter the " sanctum," so we must con- 
tent ourselves w th the h wledge that there is nothing worth 
see n^ ns le and w th dmiring the portraits of the saints 
inserted n the gate? they ■ire really well eseented, but " saint- 
pa nt ng s a ^ oft, tya n Russia, something like that of the 
art fi ers of 1 ass who wo ked for the great temple of Ephesua. 
This royal-looking lady ia St. Olga, whose only claim to merit 
was that of introdnciiig the Greek religion into Muscovy. Her 
horrid cruelty and detestable immorality would lead us to think 
that she deserved any other ahode than that of heaven. These 
people, just coming up the steps as we are leaving, are a party 
of pilgrims come on a devotional journey to St. Petersburg ; they 
have no cockle-shells or gourds, no staves nor sandal shooii, as 
we generally see on the stage. They have all the appearance of 
common mendicants, with a stont stick in their hands and a wallet 
on their back ; and such indeed they generally are, for nnderthe 
pretence of a pilgrimage they manage to make a very profitable 
r tour through the country. 
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T a m J 1 1 oes well worth visiting in St. Petersburg : 

1 Ft M seum at tlie Academy of Sciences, the 

PI f tf H m tage, the Monastery of Alexander Kevsky, 

Ac. &a. Tbe first of these (Peter's Museum) contains a great 
many relics of the Czar after whom it is named ; many of them 
are the work of hh own hands — models of shi^js, a chandelier, 
some iron articles, shoes, and little ivory fij^ures. There are 
also his tools and instruments, carefully preserved under a glass 
case. In another apartment is the ef&gy of the great Peter 
himself, modelleil in wax, habited m one of his onn court- 
dresses, having shoes on that he himself mide and the head is 
decorated with his own natural hau made into a wig Unlike 
the Russians generally, ho had daik eyes and hair ind his 
features had more of the southern cast than of the noithem 
He must have been of immense stituie foi i rod was shown us 
which wo were assured was exactly hia height, ami its length 
was some inches more than six feet. Another room contains 
the horse on which ho rode at the battle of Polta'va, when the 
royal Swede " waa taught to fly ;" it is a wiry little ammal of 
a light brown, mueh resembling in size and appeaiance one of 
the small species ridden hy the Cossacks, hut qmte out of pro- 
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portion to the gigantic Cxar, whose feet muat have nearly 
reached the ground. I believe there is another museum also 
called after Peter the Great, but we did not go to see it. 

At the Tery end of the Nevslcy Perspective, after passing a vast 
aumber of miserable dwellings, we reach the Kevaky Monastery, 
from which the street is named. Alexander Nevsky is an 
imperial and warrior saint, and was Czar of Muscovy. After 
bis death he was canonized ftir some reason or other ; and, of 
cenrse, with all hia imperial and religions adfantages, his shrine 
is greatly visited and much reverenced by tiie people. It seems 
a general rule, not only among the heathen nations of antiquity, 
but with the Enssians as well, that, when thoroughly tired of 
the " fantastic tricks " played by their monarchs "before high 
Heaven," they are content to worship them as gods, though 
they might themselves have forwarded them on the road to 
Paradise. The late Erapevor Alexander, thoogh not yet dig- 
nified with the title of saiid, has obtained the first step towards 
it by being sitrBamed the " Blessed," but why and wherefore no 
one conld ever tell ns. 

T&e Nevsky Monastery is a Sarge pile of buildings painted 
white, with a green roof ; the road to it leads through an 
avenue of bireh-trecs, as is generally the case in Kussian 
monasteries. A large cathedra! forms the principal attraction, 
for in it is contained the saint's shrine, which is very mag- 
nificeat and consists of an immense silver monument, several 
yards in height, and placed against the wall : in the front is a 
sarcophagus of the same metal on a raised dias ; on its cover is 
a full-length iifeeness of the dead, crowned by one of those circles 
of radiant glory io pure gold which distingufeli the Greek 
images,* and farther decorated with a wreath of artificial 
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flowers. At the liead of the tomb a beautiful eilvei- lamp is 
always kept burning, which easts down on the features a soft 
light, and gives them a peculiarly pleasing effect. At the foot 
of thD shrine are seated two large figures of angels in silver, and 
at each side of it is a military trophy consisting of shields, 
spears, battle-axes, &c. &c., all of the same precious metal ; 
over the sai'cophagns was thrown a magnificent pall of cloth of 
gold most richly ornamented. I was assured by the Russian 
lady who accompanied me that the body of tlie saint lay 
un corrupted beneath. 

" And do yoa really believe that Alexander A'evsky's corpse 
is exempted from the decay of other mortals V 

" TTndonbtedly I do," was the reply : " I have as little doubt 
of it as that I see you now before my eyes." 

" But have you ever seen it ?" 

"No 1 that of course is not allowed, but the priests have 
doue so, and they tell «s that he lies there just as if he were 
asleep ; even hia limbs are not become rigid, and that is oae of 
the great proofs that he is worthy of being numbered among 
our patron saints." Seeing me still incredulous, she added, " I 
assure you that at Kiev there are numbers of the uncorrupted 
bodies of our holy men and martyrs, which, if you went thither, 
you could see yourself and be convinced." 

"But perhaps the monks have the secret of thus preserving 
them ; I have heard so." 

" I will not talk to you any more," replied my friend ; " you 
English heretics will not believe any of our miracles." 

She quitted me, and went up the steps leading to the sarco- 
phagus ; and devoutly .kissing the hands and feet of the image, 
she repeatedly crossed herself, while she muttered a few words in 
prayer ; and having made the offering of a piece of money, by 
slipping it through the top of a well-seeured box, she turned to 
accompany me out of the church. We lingered a few inoraents 
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lo ger to add e tlie 1 oj > i j o t 1 1 y b ve 1 pr 
I Ha s tl at over h dowa the t nl n 1 to ad the name of 
& uvaiof on a small n al lab a 1 the p oceelel to the 
eemet ry attacl ed to tl e e t 1 1 shm ut It a d 1 crowded 
w th monuments broke pUl r s rm u te 1 bj a g It iross 
vepp ng female fin es of tlie j u e t wh te ma lie and inple 
vl te c ses w e amoDj, the most ommon and ntereating of 
the e offo gs to t! e memory of the iei 1 maile 1 y aff ct on 
oste tat on or tyj oq j It wis here thit Petor III the 1 a 
band of tie too fan Cathe ne a nter el to she woull 
not even allow him to rcpow with his incestor« Perhaps the 
idea of herself being placed bide by side witli hun of whose dread- 
fnl death she stands arraigned, miglit not hare been a very 
pleasant one. After Oatherme's decease, Paul had his father's 
body removed to the fortiess, which has been the mausoleum of 
the imperial family since Peter the Gtn,at's reii^n I was told 
that he caused the noblemiu ivho had actually done tlie murder- 
ous deed to stand as guaid the i^hole of the first night alone in 
the church, between the tomb of the woman whos^ wicked orders 
he had obeyed in the hopes of vhaiin^ the cronn (of which 
reward she cheated him), and that of the unhappy monarch 
whom ho had muidered the ftarful fcelmga ot that night's 
dreadful ordeal rendeied him a mamac duiing the remainder of 
his life. 

We visited the chapel m which the members of the Uomanof 
family are deposited Then lestiug place is extremely simple, 
and is an ordinary chnrch The tombs oi sarcophagi are merely 
long boxes, standing lu ro«s befoio the altar, each covered with 
a crimson velvet pali, on whith the aims of Russia are embroi- 
dered. I was told that thej weie precisely similar to the tombs 
of the Saltans iu Constintiuople with the e\i.eptioii of the 
turban. 

Among other thm^i v.l \\pi6 sllo\^n the cushion on which 
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Souvarof, tlie half-barb ariaa general, reposed wlieii in his tent ; 
it was of leather, stuffed with straw ; but as I have no respect 
for the man, I was cot mnch interested ia seeing it. On the 
other side of the river, opposite the fortress, is a statue of him 
' ' m heros," as our friend said ; em barbo/n would have been more 
appropriate. 

On leaviag the place we perceived several of the eriniinala (it 
being the state prison) peeping throogh the gratings of their 
cells ; the whole of one side of their heads was sliaycd, beginning 
witii the line of the nose, and finishing at the nape of the neck, 
presenting a most strange appearance ; the object of tliis is, that 
til J yl ni d f th y h U ff ct an escape. Beneath 

th f t tl d wl h the state prisoners arc 

fi d I w 1 th fc th I ^ ns extend to a eonsider- 

bl d t 1 th A H w nconceivably wretched 

h XI t must b I — d k i, silence, and solitude, 

t wdflhthy c, even for a few days. 

Thhllkhni y^t fan hour, which must 

b w m h t th h ppy eatures within hearing. 

At one tune I \^as residin^, jost opposite to this place, on the 
other side of tlie river. One morning, at about nine o'clock, I 
perceived a long line of sledges crossing the ice, preceded and 
followed by a, party of mounted gmisdarines : each equipage con- 
tained a gentleman and one of the police. I found out afterwards 
that these poor fellows, most of them quite youths, had been 
incarcerated for some silly nonsense they }md uttered about 
politics ; they were then being taken before the authorities to 
hear their final sentence. I do not thiak that any of them 
escaped ; they were hurried off to Siberia, in the prisoner's 
kabitkas that stood ready to receive them in the yard. It 
ajipears that they liad been to a supper-party, and had taken 
more w lue than needful, whea they Lad talked pretty freely, of 
course. When throe meet together in Russia, you may safely 
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eouut one of them as a spy ; it proved to be so ia this instance, 
far informatioa was quickly given that some horrible conspiracy 
was being formed. The i-esult we have seen. A young gendarme 
officer used to visit at the house of one of our acquaintances ; his 
presence always predaceiJ restraint, as they a^e obliged by their 
duty to report whatever they may hear. A promos of the spy 
system : I was informed that, besides the secret police, there are 
eighty thoasand paid agents in the couatry, among whom, to 
their shame be it spoken, are many Poles and ft 
happy to say that I never heard an instai 
being so employed. A great many women belong to this hateful 
profession ; even some of the French milliners ia St. Petersburg 
have the reputation of being ageuts of police. One would won- 
der how politics eculd be broui^ht oa the fuyw while a lady ia 
eng g d t y 1 1 nn»t b t fh w to ha <fo 

de J ] f dm t th m j des th t & 

& 1 th y th 1 t t I t It 

ex t to y th t P Ij t ly 1 t 

utt h t t m t t h w b th f m 1 

fri 1 I m th t I h ft b j t t 

tio whhphpf h Ubtk pt h 

kn th t h ghi w t U 1 1 w g t 

m t tl; t J t th 1 f 1 J t th Ij t d 

CO d t w lib d dwti lith g Tity d 

nc f t t r k f pi tl t b mb d 

ment of Odessa ; I was present in St. Petersburg at the time, 
and read the proclamation of the Emperor announcing to his 
faithful people the astoonding fact that the allied fleets, mounting 
three hundred and fifty cannon, had fired for twelve consecntiye 
honrs upon the town, killing only four men, and that the people 
were so well behaved, they did not let even the tremendous 
cannonading tnterrnpt their peaceful devotions 1 Added to 
which, they were assuredj after a few remarks on our fleet firing 
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at too great a clistaiice to be within raiige of the batterj gaas, 
that the English ships retired with great loss and damage. How 
tMs was caused ivlien the Russian balls could not reach them, 
the Emperor forgot to ejcplain. I had an iflyitation to dine with 
a family the very day oa which the news came, and I would not 
be absent, lest it should be ascribed to some feeling of annoyance 
among the English. During the whole dinner (at which were 
some generals, other officers, and ladies of rank), nothing was 
talked of but this wonderfnl triumph of the Russian arms. I am 
conyinced that there was not one single person there present 
who believed it ; bnt who could venture to doubt the imperial 
words f Evil would have befallen him who had dared to do so. 
1 remember, when in the province of Archangel, a deaf and 
damb gentlemen paid the town a visit ; he was furDished with 
letters of introdaction to some families there, and was well 
received at the governor's table ; his (^eeabie manners and 
accompUshments, joined to his misfortune, made him a general 
favorite, and caused much interest ; he eould read French, Ger- 
man, Russian, and Polish ; was a connoisseur of art, and showed 
Gs several pretty drawings of his own esecntion. Two or three 
times I was struck with an expression of more intelligence in his 
face than one would expect when any conversation was going on 
behind his back. It was not until three years after that I acci- 
dcntally heard this very man spoken of in St. Petersburg. 
Ho was one of the government spies. It was no doubt for a 
very large sum that he had been induced to put so great a con- 
straint npon himself, and it must have required long training to 
enable him to perform so difficult a part. Tiiis vile system must 
have a dreadful effect in demoralizing all ranks of society, pro- 
ducing hypocrisy, falsehood, meanness, and cunning, which are 
felt in the minutest relations of life. On one occasion I was 
conversing with a Polish lady and gentleman upon Count Cns- 
tine's worli on Russia, which is rigidly prohibited by the censor ; 
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in tne m 1 t oi r onye at o i ge tl u u call 1 aud hj somo 
a J opos ace deut asked f we Iia I re d t! e 1 uok n question. 
I, }eng Bngh h mmelatelj' teplel n tl e affimative ; but 
my Pol sli fr enda p ete do 1 that tlicj 1 a 1 scarcely ever Iieai'd 
even ts t tie and althoagl only a fe m nutes y cv ously they 
hal tcqu escel n the j ?t ce of many of tl e Co nt remarks, 
they sad of con se they wonll not read i wo k condemned 
and I roh b ted 

I will add another matanca. A general ofBeer visited the pro- 
yince in which I was for some time residing ; his rank gave him 
easy access to all the beat houses, and he was sure to be met 
with at any grand diiiner. Alas I he also was a spy. It was 
not antit he had quitted the place that this began to be whis- 
pered, and it was afterwards confirmed. I have heard that 
professions learned and sacred, as well as honorable, all hava 
members who act as spies upoa the rest. 

Among the places worth visiting in the capital is the "nobil- 
ity's assemblee," at the corner of St, Michael-street and the 
square. Whea I first went to reside in St. Petersburg, these 
rooms were considered quite the mode, bat now they are no longer 
£0, for public places soon degenerate in Russia from the comme 
il faut to the mawvais genre; there were given balls and mas- 
■ querodes, at which the imperial family were frequently present ; 
the ladies wore dominoes after midnight, but the gentlemen went 
unmasked. Any lady conld intrigue the Emperor (no gentle- 
man was allowed to do so), who frequently was surrounded by a 
gay little crowd of beawx masqms, entertaining him with all the 
chit-chat and conversations ligeres peculiar to the style of such 
amusements. I was informed that a great many Frenchwomen, 
even milliners, were furnished with tickets gratis, their gay badi- 
n^e and cheerful manners serving so much to enliven the com- 
pany. Among the tales of scandal which, ia the absence of 
polities, share with actors and actresses the honor of being made 
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the SDbject of conversation in Kussiau society, was one wliick I 
make no doubt whatever was a positive fact, and, as it is a propos 
to these hols masques, X will relate it. A lady, the daughter of 
an old general named B , was one evening at the mas- 
querade ; she intrigued a. personage of very high rank, and while 
doing so, was imprudent enough to toach upon some forbidden 
subject ; shortly after she left the assomhlee and returned home, 
perfectly unconscious that orders had been given not to let her 
out of sight until her name and place of resideucp had been 
ascertained. The next morning she was disagreeably surprised 
by a visit from an officer of the secret police, who politely 
requested her to accompany him to Count Orioff's ofSce. Sucb 
an invitation was, of course, not to be refused — she went immedi- 
ately. The gentleman who received her was amahilit4 itself ; he 
kindly pointed to a seat thtt stood ue'ir and blandly proceeded 
t k h f q t g th 1 <^ 

m m t t 11 f wl h th t fi d lidy t ml 1 gly pi 1 

th t th th wh 1 t th d th b t th t tl f 
q t w Uh 1 dl th t pi Wh th 

t t fi h d th h U !y kth hth 

fl JI ahmdt jthtfmthhdfm 

nn J b 1 h I t h 1 ttl 1 y 

dfmlytl l|tdtof tl b hfth Idfh 

1 h Im t I m t th I iy fl 1 tly mi y 

ikwh twlllhdth dtfm tmt 

f 1 f th f mlj 1 h n t th l£,ht t I ^t f t 

Ih m f t 1th 1 ! t t 

n th t t Hi f th tl h 

expressed some sympathy with the cause of the Western Powers. 
I have often asked Russians, when they were boasting of their 
great civilization, if this were a proof of it. Once the reply was 
that " a great many of the Russian ladies deserved to he beaten, 
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and that it would do item a great deal of good," At another 
time, in speakicg of tlio poasant-womeu being so treated, a cer- 
tain Prince A replied that " they were not worthy of the 

title of women, they were no better than cattle I" Onee, on 
complaining of the impertinence of a servant, I was recommended 
to " bos her ears well ;" on my remarking that such an action 
would be a greater disgrace to me than to the girl herself, the 
iady, whose maid she was, answered, "If you do not do it, I 
will ;" she rang the bell, the footman was toM to send Marousha, 
and the instant she came, notwithstanding my entreaties, the 
lady administered with her own hand a sound blow on each aide 
of the poor girl's head ! 

When abroad, the Russians invariably deny that such a state 
of things exists ; they will even sometimes attempt to bide it in 
th t y wh h I w th t t tl least they have the 

gr t b h m 1 f t 

At w Ik th gh th t ts in St. Peterabnrg, 

if h de t d >tl f, f th I g spoken, cannot fail 

to m k th t th g 1 th m f rsafion among the 

lo 1 ^ y ly f tl en or women passes 

by w tl t t h g th 1th tvertack, grebinick, 

rop& I ty Utydi layed in the pursnit 

of g ly i k f p f 1 nd a Husaian's eyes 

sp kl t th d 1 h dy t I nything in order to 

oH tCpk Ihk tht greatest temptations 

of 1 h t M P^ ki, g tl m f education, assured 

me, only the morning I left St. Petersburg, that they were in 
much more danger from the pillage of the lower classes than 
from any exterior enemy, and he expressed the greatest fears for 
the conseqcenees of bringing so many thousands of wild savages 
of soldiers into the town, for, if they rose, it would be en masse, 
and he was fearfal that the great temptation offered by the sight 
of a civilized capital for the lirst time would shortly prove 
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an irresistible one ; if they did have an outbreak, it would sweep 
the upper classes away like a torrent. 

In regard to the love of whisky to be remarked at every step, 
how can we wonder that the Russian boor is addicted to drinking 
when there is every iiidncemenfc held out to him to do so ? ho is 
more to be pitied thaii condemned. The government revenues 
are ia great part acquired by the sale of votkn ; there are people 
called brandy-farmers, who contract with the authorities for the 
monopoly ; thoy generally make great fortunes, and the poor 
jieoph pay for all. The chargo of inebriety among those of supe- 
rior rank is entirely false ; a Eussian gentleman seldom takes 
much wine, and the ladies iiever ; they have faults grave enough, 
but this is not one of them. 

The society of St. Petersburg is, of course, as varied and as 
much divided into cliques as that of any other great city, and it 
entirely depends upon whicti circle the stranger has the fortune 
to be introduced into whether he he favourably impressed with 
what lie sees, or tlie contrary ; from my own experience I should 
say that it is rare to meet with more agreeable people. I do not 
speak of their knowledge, or what is denominated mind, for there 
are not many lovers of deep study or profound erudition among 
the Russians, either gentlemen or ladies ; but of their kindness, 
good-nature, and desire to afford pleasure to others, the foreigner 
will have no reason to complain. It must, however, t 
that their feeling towards strangers has much changed s. 
present state of affairs has commenced. 
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The winter amusemeiita in St. Petersburg are the same as those 
of other capitals during the season— the opera, French theatre, 
balls, concerts, bah masques, &c. The opera is of coarse an 
Italian one, and the same artistes perform there as in London. 
I was once at the opera when the Emperor thought proper to 
appland the cantati'ice (Castellaa, I believe) bj clapping his 
hands ; he had no sooner done so than somebody hissed ; he 
again showed his approbation — the untuown hissed a second 
time ; his Majesty stood up and looked around ou the assem- 
bleii multitude, and the third time gave his applanse ; he was 
answered in the same manner as before. I soon after heard a 
terrible scnffte overhead ; the police had discovered the hardy 
offender, and quickly draped him out of the house : I never 
learnt what became of him ; i3oubtless he was made to repent 
that he had daied to have au opinion different from that of the 
Czar 

A gentleman m our box suggested that it masl be a foreigner, 
for no Sussian subject would have dared to act so. 

The Fieneh theatre is extremely good ; ail the best artistes 
from Pans are engaged for the season at enormous salaries. 
We were informed that his Majesty once said to the Director 
that " he was one of his best friends, because he amused society." 
A great deal more was perhaps sons cutmdii than the mere 
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words espreased. It is certain that, as loog as tlie goyernment 
can get tbe people (tliat is, the upper classes — there are no 
"gods" in Russia) to wrangle and quarrel about the merits of 
an actress or a singer, instead of thinking upon what great 
events are passing around them, it is safe enongh ; and security 
is worth purcbasmg at any rate. This last winter, as ver^ 
eKtraordiiiary affairs were being transacted, Madlle. Rachel was 
imported : I forget the exact amount she received, but the dia- 
monds and jewels with which she was presented were of enor- 
mous Yalue, and her performance, the Czar's generosity, and her 
cDiidud furnished all the nobility and gentry with a fruitful 
theme of conversation. As the climax to all the compliments 
paid this actress, the Emperor did the Empiess the kMiour of 
presenting Madlle. Rachel to her, and gracefully led her to his 
consort's presence. Madlle. Eai'lie], in retnrn, wrote a fioarisli- 
ing letter to the Emperor (a copy of which was shown me), 
containing innumerable highflown eompliments on his might 
and power, and she spoke of the tears of gratitude she shed on 
return to her lodgings, &c. : it was handed round with about as 
much reveience as we should do an autc^raph epfatle of Shaks- 
pure or of Alfred the Great. Doubtless, the great trs^edian 
laughei'. heartily at it all, and thought the Russians a set of 
dupes. As politics are dangerous subjects to talk about, and as 
people must have something to converse on, the actors and 
actresses take the place of " whigs and tories ;" their perform- 
ance, of some "new measure ;" their manners and conduct, of 
" new bills and reforms ;" and the news of a fresh play, of " a 
change in the ministry." English people can only wonder how 
a society such as that in St. Petersburg can employ all their 
energies about such absurdities. 

There are translations of some of Shakspere's plays performed ; 
the two most frequently witnessed are Hamlet and King Lear ; 
the class of shopkeepers, who may be called the jien'ple in Russia, 
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f th tL r& a me e se fs are those bv vhon Ihey e 

h fiy IP t 1 anl SI akapere la reverence 1 Ly mo t t 

th m ly m h aa n Eiif,knl althongh tl cy 1 ve d 

h w k ly m tiaLslat on perl ap at son e fnt re t ne 

h 1 ffy th htb w 11 have a „ool eft ct i on ti e fip on 

ad d t Wh n I wai at iwer I £,aw the i art ot Haiilet 

d ^ly w U p fo c e 1 by a young acto and the an 1 en e 

th 11 p uv Qc il town seemed tho ougl ly to ap[ re 

t t I vent to a shoj n St Petersburg when I 

kdt al ly howaawthme thit the p opreto macb 

es mbl 1 th i t a ts of Shaksi ere Itho gh the eaia k 

w m d Fi h the ahoikeeie u de stool it a 1 to my 

at hm nf mad me a low 1 ow and thinkel me It w\8 only 

a mall f t h p and we ne ther of ns bad the least idea that 

he had ever heird the poet s ame 

Snch of '^hik peres [.lay? as J 1 as Csesar and othe s con 
taining sent mentfe of f eedom are not peim tted t he i erfo med 
and are not e en tianalated 

The Russ stage s very destitute of good p eces b 1 1 sa v 
one which, be g tnly nat onal may serve to ^ ve an dea of 
their plays It vib the i est I ever w tnessed on tkf Ruaa an 
stage, and t g vea too trne a p ctnie of the njnst extor on and 
bribery wh ch a e al o t uly nat onal for they pe vade all anka 
in an eqnal le^ree I vas n perfect aston shment that the 
piece was allowed to be i hyed at all one would th nk th-it 
pride alone wo ill have prevented such an e po u e oi tho 
prevailing v e to the fore gners w th whom the caj t 1 a 
crowded. 

It was called the Re tse that be ng the t tlo of n of& 
sent from t n e to t me to the i rov nces to exam ne i to the 
atate of tl gove nmcnt and to report concerning the man er 
in which it s car el o 

The play op ned 1 a Ion eat c scene i ^hcl th p 1 ce 
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master, his wife aad dangtter, are all eagerly conversing on the 
shortly-expected visit of the Revisear, and we are let into the 
secret of various amiable weaknesses and domestic plans to keep 
up an appearance of propriety ; in the midst of which the elder 
lady suddenly sees a carriage pass, which she is snre can be no 
other than that of the great man himself. An extraordinary 
hustle ensnes : the police-master, ia all haste, gives various 
absurd orders to tlio employes under him, oiie of wliich is that 
" the soldiers should not, on any account, be seen without their 
coats, as it would be then discovered that they had no shirts 
OD," — the money furnished by the crown for providing them has 
of course been pocketed by himself and the colonel. After 
taking all the precautions he can think of, he hastens to inform 
the other principal men of the arrival of the Revisenr. 

The next scene introduces ns to the servant of the supposed 
functionary, who is no Reviseur at al!, but a poor gentleman who 
is running away from St. Petersburg, on account of certain bills 
which he has not the means of paying. The miserable lodging, 
and the hungry lamentations of the ualueky servant, give us to 
understand the state of his master's finances, that he has actu- 
ally expended the very last of his cherished rchles, nor does there 
appear to be any probability of his purse being replenished: 
how they will be enabled to continue the journey is a casse-tke. 
Thereupon the master himself enters, and, being quite as fam- 
ished as his man, orders him to go and get something for dinner, 
for it appears he has been to the eating-house, and they refused 
to give him credit. The servant refuses to go without the 
money. At last, with the help of a great deal of blustering, he 
is persuaded to "try his luck :" he soon returns ; he has been 
successful in some measure, for he is accompanied by the boy 
from the cook-shop, who has brought two dishes and — the bill 
The savoury smell of the soap and beef drives the hnngry pair 
a'mo&t mad, but the purse, unlike that of Portunatus, is as 
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empty a& their stomach« and miless the boy gets the money, he 
IS ordered by no meinB to leave the dinner Now, here was a 
dredilful dilemmi but m the midst of it the police-master 
aiTiTes the distressed trayeller 11 m feiiful trouble, for he is 
convmced that the dreaded ufficei n, come to arrest him ; " he 
has doubtless heard of his flight fiom '^t Petersburg, and has 
lecBi^td oideis to take him piisonei The police-master, oa 
his side IS equally sme that he is in the presence of the real 
Bevi eni but that he tiavels thus in dis£;uise that he may take 
tliem unawares lad so detect their numerous acts of dishonesty 
and coirnption consequently a most laniihable dialogue ensues 
—the ofSual trembles as he iddiesses the supposed great man, 
and is ready to ci'inge in the dui>t tt his feet At last the latter 
begins to see " which way the wmd blows," and, perceiviug to 
what profit he may turn the mistake, inioimt. the other, as a very 
great secret, that he is ledlly the Reviseur, and compliments 
him on his estreme penetiation, which alone could have disco- 
vered him under snch a disguise No sooner has he done so 
than the police master slips an excessively heavy purse int d his 
hand the contents of whieh have been furnished by himself and 
the othei chipf government ofScei 3 to blin 1 his eye 1 id to act 
as golden 'ipeetaclps Here the boy from the cook shop le enters 
to be paid for the d nnei the tiaieller t'»kes out his newly 
acquired riches and is on the point of paying for it when the 
pohce master p litely 11 terfeips and orders the boy to ] ut it 
down to his account the latter cists i tetr fled look at the 
two and seemif whit 1 ponettul ft end hif custcmei has 
acquired rushes off m e\ti eme dismay The offlnal then tntn 
^ng to the traveller expresses the hope that they shall have tl 
hononi of his company at 1 is house and resi ectfully be^s pei 
mission to niite a few words to his wife to infoim hei of the 
iiiterded visit on its being graciouslv accotded he sits down 
and indites a t ote m which he b ds 1 er stiiii eveiv u ne foi 
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tlie reception of the distingaished guest, for that she was quite 
right, it was really the Eeviseur that she had seen. 

In the following scene the wife and daughter are gravely con- 
sulting concerning the toilet proper for the occasion, as they 
have some sly matrimonial designs on the stranger's heart. The 
police-master returns home accompanied by all the chief officials 
in the place ; they have been al! " oppressors and unjust judges 
alike," and every scheme is canvassed to ensure conceal nient. 
The soi-disant Eeviseur arrives, and is received with all the slav- 
ish obsequiousness of which only RttssiaTis are capable. The 
poor shopkeepers, who come, according to the national custom, 
to present the bread and salt, and who have been fleeced by the 
authorities, are summarily dismissed, and can obtain no hearing 
for their complaints. As for the supposed Ueviseur, he knows 
well the character of his countrymen, and takes care to proSt 
by it by receiving bribes from every one. The inferior officers, 
whose turn to be introduced ia not yet arrived, are all assembled 
outside the door, determined to listen to what Is going on, and 
to see as much as the keyhole will permit them. Their anxiety 
ia so great that they push the door down and roll over each 
other on the floor, to the great damage of their noses. Order 
being restored, the Reviscur gives audience to one at a time : 
they have received such severe contusions in the" fall that most 
of them have patches on, and one has a black one covering the 
whole of his uose. Each gives a bribe to the great man, accord- 
ing to his rank : a great deal of laughter is produced by the one 
with the black noae not being able to find more than eightpence ; 
but the Revisenr takes it, being resolved to take all lie can. 
After all these people are dismissed there ia a grand flirtation 
with the police-master's daughter, whose visions of a splendid 
match can only be equalled by the exultation of the mother. 

Having obtained as ranch as be can, our traveller thinks it 
" high time to be oiT, " lest by any untoward chance his decep- 
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t E sh nldlf liwovci 1 Up loctet the inone; ill c ht 
liiidrL.d loubl s protests Ls cutire sat sfact on ot eve jtUiuf, 
h cteiBil devotion to the daigbtei indliisfisel nteiit on of 
hortly returniDj, to marry her n the raidat of wl cli the 
kab tka dr yes up to the doo he takes his leave aud the tia 
■sellers bell is soon heir I e\crylody lurs to the ^i low to 
take a last look it the retreating slcdgf the t ukliti"- cf the 
bell becomes fiii ter ■ir 1 the a t la fin shed 

Ih la tat pn w'th a b tw a th ] 1' m te and 

th h pk [ h m h m t b tt ly pb a d f da t 

pla f h pp 1 fu t 1 pa ii d nnt 1 tl y 

1 J m d t 1 h m aluabl ff 8 m ny 

h f 1 th I t a t a p a m k At la.t 

h 1 nh ttthknm ftad 

Ih p ] [l t k th i Th y jl d b h 

t d F th f m ly wh h h d t th til 

m all t at 1 t th m p t A 

1 w athe a 1 Inge ot e mpi m ts t th all 

1 tl m d t f h 1 tl I 1 e-raast ^ 1 

h d t o th K.U ana al y 1 m / k / 

ii wU It m y th f b mag 1 wh t a h f 

ahd utb makdabetl th had 

It ly Va u g and pi n d d f th 

f t il anl th wh 1 f mUj m ly t 1 th 

t mph t itat n h n th tin t h 

t f b ath th t h a t p k O h h 

f m th that h h p 1 th 1 tt that th t 11 

hdi ddtStPt y that h n R d 

tbat hf had turned them al! into ridicule, calling them asnes, 

dnpes, and fools, and had given a detailed aecounfc of everything 

that had pissed Tho distiess of the whole company is incon- 

cei^ ilile , the poliLc master is frantic with despair, the daughter 

and mothei f^int the hdics scream, the confusion becomes 
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greater and greater the more tbey hare time to reflect ou their 
position. In the midst of all this terror, consteraation, recrimi- 
nation, and misfortane, enters a chasseur, wlio jinnounces that 
the real Mevisenr had jnst arrived. Their despair is now esces- 
sive ; it becomes deeper and deeper, whereupon the curtain 
drops and leaves them to their fate. 

The acting was admirable throughout. I forget the name of 
the artiste who performed the first character, but he did it in a 
maDner bejond praise. Tlie comic actors in Enssia are excel- 
lent ; there are not many flrst-rate actresses ; MdUe, Samoiloff 
was the best — she has since quitted the stage. 

Perhaps it may be thought that the preceding play is but a 
burlesque, an extremely exaggerated picture of what really 
passes iu Russia. Far from it. The Count Z. was sitting next 
to me, and we were conversing upon the excessive truth of the 
whole, when Madame P. turned and entreated us, " pour I'amour 
de Dieu," not to pass such remarks, for if we were heard we 
might have a visit from the police before the next morning ; so 
we waited until we returned home, when every one acknowledged 
that the picture was by no means overdrawn. 

We were once staying at the house of a provincial governor, 
and had many opportunities of hearing and knowing what was 
going on. The police-master was a colonel in rank ; the pay 
that he received from the government was not forig poands ;per 
annum, yet he kept a can-iage, four horses, two footmen, and a 
coachman ; his wife wae always extravagantly dressed ; she had 
two or three children, and of course a maid and a cooli, added 
to which she paid a visit every se^on to the capital. On ray 
expressing wonder as to what miracle enabled him to support 
his family in such luxury, when it was well known to everybody 
that he had no estates, and nothing besides his pay, I was told 
a little anecdote of him that deserves to be recorded, if it be 
only to show to British tradesmen that their brethren in Russia 
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have a worae iaciilius thiin that of tn7:e-s weighing on their 
hearts. 

On one occasioa the Colonel was goiog to St. Petersburg, but 
he had not a ruble in his purse, and how to find the money to 
defray the expenses of the joarney was a question. He was not 
loug in solving it, for he hit upon the following plan. There 
happened to be a rich iron-merchant in the town ; he called on 
him and ordered au immense number of poods of iron to be sup- 
plied for the use of the government. To what earthly use could 
a police-master put al! this iron? The poor mei-cbaiit knew 
very well that iron was not the metal he wanted, and was glad 
to corapvoniise the affair by begging his acceptance of a good 
round sum of silver roubles instead. As for the poods of iron, 
tliey peaceably coutiuned to repose in the store, and our " brave 
hamme" went and enjoyed himself very much in the capital. 

Scores of similar anecdotes have fallen under my knowledge 
ill every province in which I have resided. It was ao longer au 
J r e-mi3ter's carriage and horses 
w th a friend to the Persian 
y M w. Whilst we were there 
d 1 silk dresses of the kind 

t t th 1 use of the police- master, 
f 1 1 k of the poor Persian as he 
gav th m t th m h d t h well knew that payment 
was t fth q t h mght d in the bill, which would 
bo 1 1 th 11 d p tj & ine die, but he could not 
refu t d th d f f f the consequences, i« very 

likely m p t x w Id I f ud for ordering his shop to 

he sh p. 

The Palace of the Hermitage is a place of great interest, and 
contains various beautiful vases in malachite, lapis lazuli, jasper, 
&c., of great value. There is one enormous vase, I forget of 
what stone : it is of an oval shape, and measurc.i twenty feet in 
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diameter. These objects are the work of criminals, and are 
brought from tlie Ural Monntaias and Siberia. The apartments 
are very fine ; the floors are particulaily worthy of attention, 
being curiously and most elaborately inlaic!. The gallery of 
paiQtings is good ; tlioae by Sneyder are ezcellent. I saw here 
Brulof's " Last Days of Pompeii," but it certainly did aot an- 
swer the expectations I had formed of it frora the immense praise 
previously bestowed upon it by my friends. The Russians iised 
to boast that he was the first artist in Europe, but everything 
in Russia is " the first," according to tlieir own account. Among 
the pictures here shown, the English stranger will see with 
regret the splendid collection once at Strawberry Hill, which 
were unhappily allowed to leave the shores of Britain : there are 
also some good statues and a few antiquities that are interesting. 

The Mnseum in St. Petersburg is very small ; it contains some 
badly-stuffed birds and animals, and very little besides, nor 
would it be worth the tronble of visiting were it not for the 
celebrated remains of the mammoth which are preserved in it. 
Some portions of the skin and hair are shown ; the former is 
like discoloured board", the latter resembles enormous bristles. 

A dinner-party in Rassia differs little from oar own, except- 
ing that all the dUhes are handed round, which is much more 
pleasant than the stiff formality of the joints being placed on the 
table : the lady and gentleman of the house are thus at leisure 
to enter into conversation with the guests, and can attend to the 
minor politenesses reqnisite. I was once at a large dinnei--party 
in Moscow, and was surprised to remark that the host and host- 
ess did not take their seat at ail at the table, but walked about 
chatting first to one, then to another, recommending this wine 
or that dish to the attention of their assembled friends. I found 
that it was formerly a very general custom, but has now much 
fallen into disuse ; it had its origin doubtless in the anxious wish 
to perform thoroughly the duties of hospitality, for which the 
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Kussians are justly celebrated. There is one custom tnat might 
well be entu-ely abolished. Bach person washes his mouth out 
after dinner, and, after having well rinsed it, empties its contents 
into the finger-glass : it certainly is not plei^ant to see a whole 
party thus employed. Immediately after coffee the guests de- 
part ; they do not, as with us, remain the whole evening. This 
is a good arrangement, as it gives the lady the opportunity of 
going to the opera, or to a friend's liouse, as she pleases. There 
is little conversation worth rememhering at a Russian dinner ; 
efforts at making those antediluvian solecisms called puns, or 
endeavouring to say bons mots, repeating the last anecdote, real 
or invented, of the Emperor, the Empress, or some fortieth couaui 
of the imperial family, news &3 to who has obtained the cross of 
8t, Anne, or that of Vladimir, or of some other order of knight- 
hood which tbe Bassiaus are ready to sell their souls to obtain, 
some great honour done to one of the party by his Majesty's 
having looked at him, &c., flirtation, and paying personal com- 
pliments, are the staple of their "feaat of leaBOn." We have 
often remarked with ahtonnhmeut the excessive want of general 
information among the c,entlemen , miny of them seemed to 
know nothing at all beyond tlie fiontiers of the empire. Know- 
ledge is decidedly at i discount Then showy esterior, their 
brilliant accomplishments of music and dancing, their fluency in 
speaking so many foreign languages lie apt to strike foreigners 
with surprise and they give them credit for knowing all thoso 
solid acquirements which with u& are the mu. quA nou of a good 
education. An attempt to converse on auy scientific subject 
would astonish eveiy one for it would soon show how very little 
real knowledge they possess Theieis also another peculiar trait 
in the national character A Russian will frequently pretend an 
intimate acquaintance nith a sub]e(-t of which he is perfectly 
ignorant, ypt so well will lie csnceal thi5 fact that he will keep 
up the deception foi in mciciibie t mp when all at once he will 
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ask some extraordinarily stupid question which shows you that 
he has not understood a single syllable of all that jou have been 
saying. To tliis general rule there are of course many excep- 
tions, hut in speaking of a nation we take the majority. I do 
not know how it can be otherwise in a country where so absurd 
a department exists as that of the ceneor'a, through which all 
books and papers must pass before they reach the hands of the 
community. The extreme fear of the goyernment lest the nation 
should become too enlightened will some time or other meet with 
its reward, for they may as well attempt to curb the waves of 
the Atlantic as to stem the tide of civilization in its course round 
the world. It seems the rule with the censor's ofBce to let all 
the books pass that are likely to increase the demorabzition of 
the nation, such as the detestable novels of Eugene Sue ind 
Georges Sand, the vicious works of Paul de Koch, and so on, 
and to exclude all those that would tend to its enh^htenment 
or would contribute to forward true and 5o!id civilization Tlie 
overstrained sentiments, the caricatures ot affection, the degiad 
ing views of society, and the familiarity with vice exhibited in 
these works, find their most ardent admiieis la Euasia •ind will 
undoubtedly hive a fearful influence at some futuie time nhen 
the "siecle de Loms XVI." shall arrive then they will peiform 
m action what they have learned in theory, and a temble letn 
bution will fill upon the heads of their rulers for then sin and 
wickedness la thus aiding their country's degiadation 

I remember well the lamentations of one ot the best living 
authors in Russia in speaking of his works, and his bitter regrets 
that the very parts he had most valued were not allowed to be 
published. Among others he mentioned a play, which really 
contained some most admirable speeches, but when it returned 
from the censor's office he showed us that they had all been 
erased, leaving nothing but the light conversations and " parties 
legercs," which alone were thought suitable for public amuae- 
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ment ; of course the play was never performed, for, as ho said, 
"c'6taitparfaiteiiieut ridicule." Howeau a nation possess great 
poets, liistoriaus, or otber literary men, when such an embargo is 
laid on mind and thought t " Our cleverest men are in Siberia," 
said a Russian one day : perhaps the remembrance of its snows 
selves fo chill many a mmg gem is that would make his country 
greatei than tkeir vaunted army of a m 11 n of wamji^ We 
were toU thatEarams u tbe modem historian waa obl^ed first 
to real over his pages in thp ireseice of the l^mperor befote 
they weie allowed to go forth to tho world it may theiefore 
ea ily le conceived to what extent the tiuth of his statements 
may be rebed on feo exceedingly strict are the regulations of 
the cen'ioi 'i ofhce that I used jestmgly to say that the mtiodac 
tion of foreign literatuie Tsould be it last lestiicted to the 
alphabet 1 A. itoit t me ago a gentleman of liteiary pmsuits 
being an-^ious to write a play the subject of which was t> be 
taken from Fnglish history was making some notes on the dif 
fereat events bat cveiy one of them was either too expiessive 
of the love of liberty oi <!ome cqnally n ell founded objection was 
diacoveted. Dut why not, then, take the stoiy of Eltiida,, the 
daughter of the Earl of Devonshire?" proposed I; " it is a 
thousand years ago nearly, and cannot muck influence the pres- 
ent century." 

" Impossible 1" was the reply ; " it would never be allowed to 
pass the censor's office, or be permitted to be performed on the 
stage here." 

" But what is the objection ?" 

" Why, they would never let a play be represented in which 
Blfrida's liasband deceives the king." 

" But he was not the Ozar of Muscovy." 

" That does not signify ; the ad is still tho same, and the 
possibflity of a crowned head's being deceived would on no ac- 
count be allowed." 
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By this il. may be seen liow impossible it is for a Russian 
author to wi'Itc anything better than the silly farces and absurd, 
comedies which are nightly performed to amuse the public in St. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



In Russia, especially amODg the lower classes, courtship aud 
loTG-making, aa we underetand the terms, are little kiiowo. 
Harrises, for the serfs, are not " made in heaven," but 
by the proprietors of the estates and the land-stewards — 
the reason is obvious. As for the domestic servants, they 
cannot marry at all without the consent of their master or mis- 
tress (which is seldom given), or by purchasing theh- freedom 
at a price fixed by their owners ; for if a girl wed a serf belong- 
ing to another proprietor, she must become the property of his 
master. 

" Do yon think I am going to let Zouboff marry Ivan ?" was 
the speech of a lady one day : " why, I should never get another 
maid to suit me so well ; besides which, I apprenticed her, for 
which I paid good money to Solavieff, one of the best dress- 
makers in St. Petersbarg : and if I were to let her marry I 
should loose her services entirely." The fearful immorality to 
which such a state of things gives rise roay be imagined, but 
not described : in fact, the vice of the lower classes can only he 
equalled by that of the upper : in the former it proceeds from 
their unhappy position and ignorance in the latter from idle- 
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104 WABKIAOE ANECDOTES. 

Wh t yi t th h f 1 ly f L h 

rank E Iwp fct thtwld Ijb 

credit d "P 1 1 Th t bl 1 m t IS yg \ 

scale my ty t di t tl 

hous d 111 ftmtli m by ftl 

serra te 1 d g 1 t y t, Th bl m 

looti g hit rudthkh myw t 

need d— titththyw wt th tm t 
when th y ght f ki 1 t { b 1 t tb li g 

and g tt 1 h h f d red tb m t 1 i 

sence — th w b t t ty It th H b 1 y 

telliQo tbem that it va^ quite time they should think of becom 

g ttl d m 1 f th t t w tl d ty t b m 1 d f 
thtpp hwullg tbm tt ght t tl p t 
f wh h h J t 1 y t th 11 h f I 

w f a d th t th y m t e 1 t th 11 t 

d 

Tliygm todf fmmt 1 th 

d w t y 1 it 1 ttl wh p to k 1 1 

m g tl m d th f th m t i j d f nl d 

p tfully t m t I th t th h t f th t m 1 

th t th y f d th y U t fl d m j m 

bl tl 11 It 1 t k th m ! b 

t 1 k 1 t ih m tl J t m k i th h 

bhl Tl mtethf tl«m wk 

1 g w th wh h tl y pp d t fi 1 1 w thd w I 
h 1 th ty t 1 ■« t w! th th y h d d 1 

fl Tl th q E mb f d wis d 

tl y h d U g t m 1 d w th th tun j (id 

At Moscow we became acquainted with a lady whose husband 
was one of the richest men iu that city. She had the misfortuae 
to lose her danghter, an amiable yonng person, in her twentieth 
year. According to the custom in Russia, her dowry had been 
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MABRIAGE AHECIIOTES. 105 

prepared for her settlement in life :* it wag on a magniEcent 
scale, and consisted in enoimoua quantities of the finest linen, 
table-cloths, bed farnitnre, silks, jewels, plate, everything that a 
rich bride is expected to possess. It is the custom for the bride 
to furnish the sleeping apartmeat, the drawing-rooms, and the 
kitchen, to find the liaeu, &c., beside her trousseau ; and even 
a dozen new shirts of the finest quality for her husband Evory- 
tliing IS milked with the ladj s name as in case of a leparation 
she may leclaim hei dowry The bridegroom his to fit up his 
own apartment and the dinmg room in iddition to which he pur- 
chases the carriages and horses This ahowb hiw very advan- 
tageous it lb for the gentleman to eater the state of mitnuony, 
especially is m Russia ho goncially depends upon his bride to 
find the Jorfune as well , but as ^ Muaoovite once siid m my 
hearing On do t etie paye poui les epousei cai ellet. nont si 
ennuyantei ! It ■nas. on tlic anmveihaiy of the young lady a 
death thathei pirents rtsolved to d spose of her tiousseau, and 
With the pioceeds tofinddowiioa foi sisyoing portionless gnis, 
whose prayers they hoped thus to secure for the repose of their 
beloved Marie's soul. I was staying in the house at the time, 
and I believe I saw all the candidates for marriage in Moscow. 
It was announced that any young person of uoblo birth (that is, 
of respectable station — the offsprmg neither of slaves nor of 
tradespeople) who wished to present herself would be cUgible. 
I need scarcely say there was no lack of candidates for the pro- 
mised dowry. I found that the lady's consideration was in- 
finitely greater concerning the beauty of the six girls than their 
worthiness or their good conduct. All the virtaes under heaven 
could not, in her eyes, connterlDalauce the want of personal 
attractions. She ran into my room one day, exclaiming. 
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106 MAERIAOE ANECnOTES. 

" There are four more young persons arnved , piiY come into 
the li^U, for I wish you would give me yoir opinion as to 
whether you think them pretty." I accompanied hci there 
were, as she had swd, four girls, decently dies^ed the eldest of 
whom might have been tweaty-two : one of them was really 
good-!ookiEg ; slie was perhaps eighteen I wis i&tonishod to 
see the cringing baseness to which two ot thtm stooped to 
obtain the dowry. They prostrated them&eh es to the ^rouad, 
and kissed the feet of the lady. I was very glad that neither of 
them was chosen. 

As soon as we had an examination of the different fiees we 
adjourned to the next room, when my fiiond asked me what I 
thought of them. I scarely knew what to reply, but I decidedly 
gave my opinion against the two that had so disgusted me. She 
herself made an objection to one of them, by saying " that, as 
she had a handkerchief round her face, she had, she supposed, 
the tooth-ache, and she would not have one that had bad teeth." 
However, she settled the matter by sending for the best-looking 
girl, and dismissing the others. On her entering the room the 
following dialogue took place ; — 

Lady. " How old are yon, young lady ?" 

Girl (with a low inclination). " Just eighteen, Madame," 

L. " Have yon any father, and what is he V 

G. "Myfatheris dead, he was an employ^ ; bat my mother 
is still alive, she lives near the Konsmitski most (Smith's 
bridge)." 

L. " Very well : what is your intended's name V 

G. " I have none, Madame." 

L. " You have none 1 and yet yon ask me for a dowry ? How 
is that ?" 

G. (with a very low bow). "If yon will promise me a 
tronsseau, Madame, J *^^^ ie abk to find ons he/ore to-morrow 
Tnormng." 
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iDcredible as it may appear, she act Uy d dfind f th 
next day she presented herself, accomp 1 by t U fl Ik 
ing youflg man of about flve-and-twenty wh m 1 m d 
th ' articles of which the dowiy t d h f lly 

nnt d ch dozen of linen, had a str t y f th is g w 

a 1 th ee bounets, tested their quality d h in^ b th 

gl ly vineed that there was no h t g in tl 

t d t accept her "for better d f w 1 / 

m took place on the same day aa th t f th tl ft 

1 my friend exultiugly said, " that h w q t 1 1 ht I 

h in found six yrrf(^ brides, for si ! Uh b y 

t ch good wedding clotkea th wn w y uj ly 

ipeople." 

In Eussia many marriages, even of people of rank, are made 
up by professed matchoiakerB. In the viDages an old woman 
is generally employed by a, youDg man to find him a suitable 
partner ; he gives a correct aceoant of the prospect his wife 
may expect, both of the s^eeable and disagreeable ; how much 
work she will have to do, whether his mother bo alive (for that 
is a great consideration, as the daughter-in-law is entirely under 
her rule during her life), how great a marriage portion he expects 
&c. ; even the number of gowns aad shoes is specilied. A girl 
being found that wiO accept the terms, the courtship does not 
last long, for the chnrch ceremony takes place immediately, or as 
soon as posdble. When a general order arrives in a village 
from the proprietor, desiring all the young men and women to 
get married, the priest makes very short work of the religious 
ceremony, and marries a dozen couples or so at once. A lady 
told me she was present when twenty-five couples were united 
by mie perusal of the mass appointed by the Greek Chnrch for 
the occasion. 

Very frequently old women will go about begging from house 
to house for the ladies' left-ofF dresses, with which to make their 
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daughter's trousseaa, as they say, " miless she bos a certain num- 
ber, no one will have her," I have freqnently myself thus con- 
tribvited to a bride's dowry, for a Rnssian husband will take 
nothing by hearsay alone ; he must be convinced by ocular 
demonstration that he is not going to be cheated. 

Among the upper classes the " tronsscaa" ia always shown 
for several days before the wedding takes place. I once saw one 
which was worth many thousands of pounds : there were dozens 
of everything, all tied up with narrow pink satin ribbon, quan- 
tities of table aEd bed linen, countless dresses, mantles, and all 
the etcetera of a a lady's toilette, beautiful jewelry and magnifi- 
cent furs, everything that money conld purchase, and in such 
abundance, that in the longest life-time it would be impossible to 
wear them out. 

I knew a lady of very high rank in Russit it whose house I 
frequently met some old ladies well known in St Petersburg is 
a kind of "matrimonial attorneys." I was surprised that such 
persons should he so intimate with her, but my astonishment 
ceased when it was announced that " the Pnnces& L was going 
to be married." I guessed how matters had been arranged and 
my conjectures were afterwards confirmed by tlie parties them 
selves, and I found it was a very common occnrrence nmong the 
aristocracy. 

As soon as the conditions are agreed on between a Russian 
and his bride, they go together to call at the houses of then 
friends and acquaintances to receive their congratulations the 
same is done the day after the marriage ceiemouy has been pei 
formed. 

The genera! rule in Russia that the lady's fiiends should find 
the money, which is of rather mare consequence than the hi ide, 
and that the gentleman's friends should find the man to accept 
it, may partly account for the unhappy maiiiages and immoiil 
consequences of them, by which one half ot the inhabitants ait 
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ADVANTAGES OT aATRIMOKY. 109 

bl d t m th m 1 w th tl d 1 f th th h If 

I h f q tiy b t Id by th R Id tli m 1 

thtfjj,p haisniyt d lytbm 

k w / t tl d t wll p t fh m 1 

f m m t p t m tt 1 ttl h th lb d 

hdm mlltbymk ftfteh h 

bt Uly m ditmtledl h 
f th J h 1 p J 

f tl g t why th I d R 

t m ly d f b m d th t tl y Hy J y 

f d m 1 1 tl y If tl y ml 

t t 11 th t th y ly f m m t 

th th t b g w t h I Ih t t ly 

m k th m b th ir 1 b ty wh th y t t d d HI 
m h f th J6 i t6 m y be 1 d t t A th y 

Mad t \ t M de^ Zfe tl y t q tly mm 

M f d p t th t ly ds wh th J t lU 

J y t th y th 1 t th ml i th t to 

H h p I J th 1 3 f th g t ff th f 

th y th "i t t 1 t J t t y th t 1! t m 

pi f 11 t d ff t t m th w 11 m bl 

ddtdwi ftmtthmgthR 

Id th tlLd fhfcdhmglp 

t th m t t th ff t th f mil d 

p t tl f m fall t f h i tl h gh t 

1 Ity L t 1 1 a 1 d L Q 

sairt a gentleman one day, in speaking of the society in St. 
Petersburg. Alas 1 with too maoh truth. Yet if we take his 
as a true comparison, we should find that all classes in France, 
even under the reign of sach a a king at the head of sneh a 
court, were not equally corrnpted. 

1 will add one more example of the manner in which alliaucea 
are formed in Russia, A lady, who had adopted her nephew. 
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110 CURIOUS OUSTOJt. 

being desirous of seeing Mm settlecl, mentioned lier wish oae 
day to liim. " Very well, dih-e tmde, and whom would jou wish 
me to marry '" 

"Eh b th i& C th 1 h f i iiiiy, 

and wo Id Id ymky til fJ her 

some wk whwwd tt 

"Is h h d m 

" Sh t b d 1 kiiife d h t t) 

" If y w 1 t t ly my d t 1 11 1 -e to 

Tcherin ff d m k h ft 

He d d d th y m d 

In th th 1 h t m When 

a young w m g mj, tbinndh t II h com- 

pauions t g p ty tl 1 1 p d th t nded 

oereiQO y Wh 11 th ^l y a. ml I d tl bride 

begins t pdlmtp gthtmt tthe 

change Itttkpl dth wb bldto bid 

adieu t tl pi d f a f h girlh 1 I II her 

distress 1 j d by h I mt wh h h d tears 

and mi w th h D g II tl t m tl b d om is 

probably th t ra 1 y I k Ij t h gl mpse 
of his ! I th h th p 1 f tl fi t d time 

that he 1 h A Id w m Iw y t a the 

prompt th h 1 ty t g the 

young ^ tthpp tmtwpwhth ^ht to 

say, &c tl^b tisttr|ttfth thers to 

do =i0 I m tl t til t fi d t f the 

noithei p aslhf-[tlyqdltt else- 

where. If It quit k 

The m m y tl C R. CI 1 s fall 

of torm Id m t f t ts t w I i 

The fi t R dd I w t I .A 

servant i, I f th i m 1 ( tl 1 they 
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both belon ed to fb am i i ' t th fore tbero waa no 
possible obj t n t tl m t b A tli Kussiaiis are tctj 
auxious to ha a m J tn a may be at the ceremony, 

the bride b ed th b nou of he m t s company, as weli 
as that of all tho on a ns t at the b e The lady herself 
assisted ia d e u the b de aud made h a present of a great 
deal of fine y f tl a n m n which was a white silk dress 
and a wreath of ng 1 1 m he was present when the cere- 
mony of pa t n th hair nt t plaits* was performed, and 
pp d t t li t t t the whole affair. Wo all 

d i g d t tdb to the occasion, and repaired 
t th th 1 1 wb b th m ige was to take place. On 
t w f 1 th h PI y [1 already arrived ; the bride 
w ta din th 1 ft h d f the bridegroom ; she bad two 
b 1 m d b 1 th tw ^ s de ii6ces necessary for the 

Gt k m y A m bl ding-desk stood in the body 

f th bm b t wh h fb p 1 1 ok his place, assisted by the 
d 1 k Ih 1 d 1 p ty adyanced towards it, the 

b 1 y oom i t tb tw gs (for among the Russians 
1 b d 1 f h ) t the clergyman, who, having 

bl d d h d th h Id them above the head of the 
k 1 pi d m 1 th gn of the cross ; be then 

U dfw dt b sking them if they had no 

g t 1 f th 1 if y objection existed against the 

m g th I ij & the negative, he placed the 

h I f th b 1 tb t t th bridegroom, and led them 
ti d th 1 d k tb two gargmis de ndces holding 

b th b d t I gilt rowns, ornamented with the 
m t f ts A 1 f ose-colouved satin was laid 

d t pttth my or the pair to stand on, and 
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it is considered a very unlucky omen if the bride step oa it 
before the bridegroom. The newly-married conple received the 
communion, and the priest, having read to them the portions of 
Scripture addressed to those who take upon them the holy state 
of matrimony, gave them his bencdictioE, and the ceremony was 
concluded. If a widow marry the use of the crown is dispensed 
witli. 

After leaving the church we proceeded to the house of the 
bridegroom, to witness the ceremony of the biessmg on the 
threshold. The bride bowed thrice, her brow touching the 
ground, and each time she was raised by the husband's friends ; 
his mother then, hoMIug a loaf of black tiread above the head 
of her daughter-in-law, made the sign of the cross three times, 
and bestowed her blessing on the union, whilst others went to 
the image of the Virgin and Child, and lighted the lamp sus- 
pended before it. 

A wedding in Russia is a general feast for all the friends and 
acquaintances of both bride and bridegroom, and only differs in 
the profusion and wealth displayed according to the means of 
the parties. Among the rich a splendid supper and ball are 
given, because among thera the ceremony is performed in the 
evening ; and when the newly-married couple wish to retire, 
their desire is intimated to the guests by the presentation of 
bonboanieres to each of them, when they immediately take their 
leave. 

I often met bridal parties in the villages. I remember neaj: 
Twer encountering a eurious cavalcade, consisting of the wed- 
ding-guests of a yemstchick. He and his male companions were 
on horseback, carrying flags of different colours, or hatidker- 
chiefs tied to sticks ; their hats were decorated with peacocks' 
feathers and faded artificial flowers, and their crimson shirts 
fluttered in the wind ; they had no saddles, and with dlfficnlty 
conld keep their seats on the rough- coated wild-looking cattle 
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tliey ijestrode : altogetlier they presented a rather picturesque 
appeai'ance. They seemed very merry, for they were singiDg with 
all their might some of their natioaal airs, which we heard at the 
distauce of a verst before we saw the party. As for the ladies, 
they followed behind, sitting & califowdum, two on each drosh- 
sky, aod appeared too much occupied in eating gingerbread and 
cracking nuta to care much about the very ridicnlous flgnve they 
made. The whole of the compauy seemed to have had quite 
enough whisky to make them not only gay but boisterous, 
and they appeared determined to forget all grief and sorrow, 
and to spend at least one day of their life in complete enjoy- 
ment. 

Even the imperial sledge makes way for a bridal party, so of 
course we turned our horses aside to let all these gay people 
pass, which complaisance on oar part &eemed to give extreme 
satisfaction, if I may judge from the shouts of laughter on the 
occasion. 

I ouce met a bridal party iu a Tiilag'e ia the proriuce of Jaros- 
laf, which strack me as being very interesting ; they had just 
quitted the church, and were apparently repairing to the young 
husband's isba or cottage. The bride was a girl of about seven- 
teen, pretty and modest ; she was slowly walking with downcast 
eyes by the sideof her husband, who was ayouthoftwentyorso ; 
their hauds were clasped together, and the look of real affection 
he cast on, his companion proved that, in their ease at least, the 
marriage made at the command of their proprietor was not felt 
as an act of despotism. 

Among the various modes of matchmaking in Russia I ought 
not to omit to mention that of Whit Monday. On that day a 
general meeting of lads and lasses takes place, at least of all 
those who are desirous of taking upon them the duties of a mar- 
ried life. 

I went several times on such occasions to the summer gardens 
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of St. Petersburg to see " the brides," Along the principal 
walk were two rows of candidates : oa one side were the joung 
men, on the opposite side the jouug women : they appeared to 
consist for the most part of shopkeepers and servants, and were 
of coui-se all of the inferior ranks in society. They were dressed 
in a great deal of finery badly pat on, and a great many colours 
ill-assorted. The young men were, upon the whole, rather good 
looking, but an uglier assemblage of yoang women it would be 
diffleult to meet with anywhere, notwithstanding their painted 
faces and silk gowns. 

Speaking of paint reminds me of a curious custom in Russia, 
which may serve to show how very common its use is among the 
people : when a young man is paying his court to a girl he gene- 
rally presents her with a bos of both red and white paint, as a 
necessary addition to her beauty. Among the upper classes this 
babit is also very general, and I have often been present when 
ladies have most uuceremonionsly rouged their face before going 
into the drawing-room. The lower class use a great deal of 
white paint, which gives them an extremely ghastly appearance, 
and must be very injurious to the health, as it tnms the teeth 
quite black ; I was told that it consists of a preparation of mer- 
cury. 

But to return to the " brides" ia the summer garden. There 
Geemed to be very little laagbing or merriment among them ; 
there they stood, silent and almost motionless, with their arms 
hanging straight by their sides ; they had evidently come upon 
a serious business, and were heroically intent on carrying it 
through, I noticed that behind the young people were the 
elders of the family, to whom now and then tbey addressed a 
few words. 

Being anxious to know in what manner matches were made at 
this " statue fair," I applied to an old lady of our party, 

*' Bo you not see," replied she, " that the parents and friends 
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of the candidates are behind tlicin ? Well, wlieii a jouog man 
lias fixed his choice on one of the girls, he informs his mother or 
father of it, who immediately proceeds to make all sorts of inqui- 
ries eoneerniiig her, as to the amount of hei marriage-portion, 
quantity of wedding-clothes, what her household accomplish- 
ments are, &c. : having received the necessiry replies, aud giyeii 
information in return, if it meet with the approbation of the par- 
ties the affair does not take long to be arranged to the satisfac- 
tion of all." 

" But do jon think they eaa be happy ?" 

"And why not?" replied my friend; "having once deter- 
mined upon taking a ticket in the matrimonial lottery, the chan- 
ces are they enjoy as mach felicity as generally falls to the share 
of other couples. Mai-riages, you know, the proverb says, are 
made in heaven." 

Those married in the Greek Church cannot be divorced, but 
I believe the anion can be dissolved by the Emperor for some 
piiticulai reftBons. I have been told that, if the hnsbaud be 
banished far life to Siberia, the wife is perfectly at liberty to wed 
again is m the eye of the law the former is to all intents and 
purposes considered as defunct, and has neither a name nor 
family being only designated according to the number by which 
he m^y be classed, such as one, two, three, and so on. No one 
can be married more than thria: in Russia. 
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his trlas— Ths ardiJiishop— Ancient niBnuacriptB—Alexis, son of Peter iti 
deBcJ'Iptlon of B. monoatecj — PrisonetB — Tha chnTchf cemetery, ana garden— 
nei-fs— The archlmanclrtle—Snperior and Inferior class of Ru^rBn olergr— 
fitcat'a policj—Politloal use of religion— A laoflern mirBcle— Qeneral csl 
monaEtie iQstiUitlons— Proaeribed sects— Russian liemilts—BomiiUi^ at Kasl 

Among my acquaintances was tlie a 
province of Twer. Her reason for li 
profession was one wliich we found common enougli in Russia : 
" Je n'avais pas de succea dans le monde, ainsi je me suis faite 
rel^ieiise," was Iier candid confession. Slie was of liigli family, 
but the generality of those who thus devote themselves to a 
convent life are not of a nohle birth ; indeed, we were told that 
by so doing those who are of gentle blood lose their rank. We 
frequently weut to pay her a visit, and were always received 
liindiy and with true Russian hospitality ; but as the monks 
and nuns of the G-reek Church are forbidden to eat any kind of 
meat, they can only furnish their table with fish cooked in dif- 
ferent ways, generally in oil, and with pastry, sweetmeats, and 
so on ; and, to confess the truth, I was not very fond of diniug 
at the convent. The abbess was a lady well accustomed fo the 
politesse of the world ; it made no difference to her that I was a 
buaermanca or heretic ; she very politely took me over her 
establishment, and explained their mode of life : most of the 
nuns were either the daughters or widows of priests. 

"Those young girls," said the superior, throwing open the 
door of a largo apartment, " arc the orphan children of priests ; 
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they are being brought up ia the convent as the proper nsylnm 
for Bucli. They are, as you perceive, very busy in embroidering 
the church vestments." 

" But what becomes of tbem in after life, ma mere V 
" Oh," replied the abbess, " some of them are mai-ricd off to 
yonng priests, for, of courae, jou are aware that no pope* can 
hive 1 cure unless he he mimed Those who hwe net i cbiuce 
of beLjmmg so settled lemam in the convent and whi,n they iro 
c' the pio^er age they take the veil bnt as no one cai do so 
I ltd she IS forty they hold the position of uovilps until then 

The youHQ gills 'ttere ill occupied m embroidery One w^s 
mok Ug a chalice covei it waa ibont three [uaiters of a yiid 
squtre rf crimson velvet md perils m the middle was a 
ipsplendeiit cioss aui the fi^nie of a cherub with it wings 
spead painted on some pecuhai substance nas inseited at 
etch comer Another wis engaged in ornamenting the collai 
if a robe with spaigles anl goll lice with heie and theiB the 
imitation of some precious stone. They seemed pleased at my 
admiiation of their skill and the abbess kindly olfered to show 
me the wardrobe belonging to the chnich whirh she aosured me 
had been made entiiely by the inmitei of the tonvent On my 
expiessing a ^leat wish to see it she led the way through a long 
coiridor we descended some stone step'i at the foot of which 
was a doot whiuh my friend opened Here I was shown into 
seveial looms sni rounded by immense clotheb pi <j> 1 h t 
ofdiaftci'i Each was unlocked in Euecesiion and una abl 
suits of vestmenti' were displaced to view Some w of 1 
tissue with fioweia cf silk woven oa it others of s Ik th old 
fio\er[> or of cloth of gold enriched with pal enl o "ie y 
Each seemed to be more ma-gnificent thin the 1 t I the 
dresses were in such qumtities thit I thought the h I3 t r 
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wlio aecompauied us would uever bave finished opening and 
shutting the drawers. I icqaired whether the splendid materials 
had been presented to the estabUshment. " Tes," answered the 
superior ; " all these vestments are made ont of the paUs throwa 
oyer the coffin at rich funerals. After the interment they 
become the property of the chnrch in which the deceased is 
buried, and ore pat to the use you see. Many of the dresses," 
continued she, " are, as you may perceive, veiy ancient ; some 
were embroidered in the reign of Peter the Great, and others in 
the time of Anne and Elizabeth. But you have seen enough of 
these.; would you not like to visit our infant-school V So 
saying she opened a door on the opposite side and led the way 
through the Khurch. There was an old nun standing before an. 
ima^e as motionless aa a statue ; she was rapidly repeating in a 
low tone some prayers in Sclavonic, and then prostrated herself 
several times and kissed the pavement. The superiov smiled 
approfingly as we passed, and then informed me that it was 
sister Marie, "one of the most truly devout women in the con- 
vent, for no illness nor any other reason ever prevents her from 
performing her religious duties either night or day." By this 
time we had reached a moderately-sized apartment, iii which 
about twenty children were being taught to read by some of the 
nuns. They seemed happy and contented, and, to all appear- 
ance, were well treated : these were also children of priests. 
We afterwards visited some of the cells, which were very poorly 
furnished with a small mattress, a deal table, and one chair r we 
then proceeded to the refectory. It was their supper-time, 
being five o'clock, for the nuns retire to rest at six, in order to 
be enabled to perform mass at two o'clock a.m. The sisters were 
all seated at long tables, partaking of the mushroom-soup of 
which the Russians are very fond, but which is very distasteful 
to foreigners. "We did not stay in the apartment, as we would 
not interrupt their repast. My friend the abbess often e: 
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the most enlightened sentiments regardio 1 ns ts a d I 
always ascribed great hberaiity to her on th p t b 1 1 wa, 
assured that they were iiot her real e nt n t 1 ut th t } 
very frequently uttered them merely out f p bt 1 P 

sons of another creed were present. Wl th th t w tl as 
01- not I had, of course, no means of skc t n o b t t m t I 
think, be allowed that the members of th R Ch has 

very liberal in their sentiments and co da t t a d th f 

a different religion. Tbey never display th 1 g t y a d n 
ness of mind too frequent among the Roman Catholics : they 
certainly prefer their own road to heaven, font their doing so is 
no reason why they should deem that nom other leads to it. No 
one who has lived among them can really believe that the fanati- 
cal agitation so geneial at pieient in the country can be 
isGiihed to iny other cause than to the unwise policy of a 
government that thus mflueuees the mmds of the people. 

One dny, when I was at the convent, a young priest begged 
to speak with the snpenor. He was of an interesting appear- 
ance, apparently about twenty-fonr or twenty-live years of age ; 
his beautiful hair was parted in the middle and himg down 
in wavy carls a foot long over his shonldera ; his nose and 
mouth were well formed, but what gave extreme intelligence to 
his coantenance was a pair of bright black eyes with dark eye- 
iDrows : altogether I bad rarely seen a more prepossessing young 
man. He was dressed in the long purple silk rohe with loose 
sleeves, the extremely becoming costume of the Greek clergy, 
and suspended round his neck was a thick gold chain, to which 
was attached a crucifix of the same precious metal. The abbess 
received him with much kindness, and after remaining a few 
minutes in the drawing-room they retired together into another 
apartment. A short time elapsed ere the superior returned : 
wlien she did so, she informed me that her visitor was a young 
priest to whom a cure had been oiTered, and, as no one can 
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accept a cure unless he be married, he had called to inquire of 
her if, among the orphan daughters of the clergy in her convent, 
she could recommend dim a suitable wife, " which is very 
fortunate," added she, " for there is a young girl named 
Annushca, whom I have been wishing to get married for 
the last year; she is just nineteen, and he could not find a 
better partner." 

" Bnt is she likely to be agreeahle to the match V 

" I think BO," replied the abbess ; " but he is to come to-mor- 
row morning to see her." 

Abont a month afterwards, we saw the abbess's carriage pass 
our house. There were three young persons in it ; one we had 
no difflculty in perceiving was a bride, by her orange-flower 
wreath and long white veil — the two others were bridesmaids. 
In another carriage was the young priest himself, looking as 
happy OS possible, for on that evening he was to wed Annnshca, 
the convent bride. 

Among the Greek clergy, it is absolutely necessary that the 
priest ehonld he married, but, if his wife die, he camiot wed & 
second, because they interpret the phrase "having one wife" in 
its entirely literal sense : should he have the misfortune to 
become a widower, he generally enters a monastery, as he cau 
no longer have the care of a parish. 

The priesthood in Russia form a cli^s almost entirely distinct 
from the rest of the community ; they mostly intermarry among 
their own families, and the circle of their acquaintance is limited 
to those of their profession. If a clergyman have no sons, an 
alliance with his daughter, if there he one, is much sought after 
by the young unbeneficed priests, as, on her father's death, his 
living becomes her dowry ; it may therefore be readily imagined 
how many suitors are desnrous of espousing a girl so portioned. 

Oar friend the abbess frequently came to pay us a visit. She 
was always accompanied by one or two nuns, who treated Jier 
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with extreme respect : tliey waited on her witb gi'eat attentioD, 
and supported her as she walked to and from the carriage, as if 
thej were seryants. I was told that she was-a very strict dis- 
ciplinarian in her convent, bnt, with two hundred women to 
govern and to keep on the road to heaven, some severity was, 
perhaps, necessary. If all the stories that I used to hear told 
of their backalidings were true, she had no sinecure of it, poor 
old lady ! 

I had many acquaintances among the clergy in the provinces, 
especially in Twer. I remember once I went to a fete given by 
the archbishop, and a very pleasant evening I passed. There 
was no dancing, of coarse, but we were entertained with singing 
i coDversation. The young choristers and monks 
1 beautiful voices ; they stood among the thick shrubs 
and sang at intervals their charming national airs like so many 
nightingales, whilst the brothers of the monastery handed ronnd 
refreshments of all kinds. Among the company were our friend 
the abbess and the superior of another convent at some versts 
distance : they were really very pleasant people. Our enter- 
tainer was a very reverend personage : his appearance well 
befitted his sacred position ; his long snowy h^r and beard, his 
benevolent countenance, and his stately flgare, habited in the 
flowing robes of his order, gave him a true apostolic look, and 
made as almost wish that the Eoglish clei^y would adopt so 
becoming a costume. His conversation was lively and interest- 
ing ; he spoke several modern languages, including Greek and 
Turkish, and amused us greatly with anecdotes of his travels 
through different countries. I remember that, in speaking of 
the monasteries near the Black Sea, and in other distant pro- 
vinces, he informed us that many of them contained valuable 
ancient manuscripts in Greek, Chaldaic, &c., which are most 
jealously guarded by the monks under whose care they are, 
although the holy men are ordinarily so ignorant that they can- 
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not read tliem. He seemed to think that many works, now 
supposed to bo lost, may at some. future time be discovered in 
tliose uckQowH collections. On my inquiring in what way tlie 
monlis had obtained possession of them, he told ns that at the 
siege of Byzantium, and at tlie destruction of the library of 
Alexandria, many persona fled into the remoter districts for 
eafety, and carried with them the manuscripts of valuable ancient 
writings, which, in the dark ages, gradually became lost to the 
learned men of the West. Whether the venerable archbishop 
was right in his conjectures, still, I believe, remwus to be 
proved. 

On our taking leave, he bestowed Lis benediction on us all, 
but not before he had made us partake of some excellent cham- 
pagne, and I really quitted the palace with mnch greater respect 
for the Greek clergy than I had entertained before. 

Among other estimable members of the priesthood may be 
mentioned the archimandrite of a very large monastery in the 
same province, to whom I frequently paid a visit. In this 
monastery, Alexis, Veter the Great's son, was confined for a 
considerable time. I saw the apartments that were appropri- 
ated to him : they had thickly-barred windows and strong doors, 
well suited to a prison ; the furniture was in the same state as 
when he resided there, and consisted of a few tables and chairs 
cUimsily made of deal, ornamented with green and red streaks 
on the unpainted wood. I could not help f I g m^ on for 
the unfortunate prince, who, whatever hia f Its m ght have 
been, was certainly nnnaturally treated anl !lj d ed by 
his father. I thought, as I stood in th m 11 1 -ooms, 
how many weary hours he must have p d d h w bitter 
must his reflections have been as, day aft 1 y h a 1 from 
those grated windows on the never-chang g t d 

A description of this monastery will s t a dea of 

those buildings in general. 
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In form it was nearly sqaare^ and was surrounded by a high 
wMtewashed wall, deeply doyetaiied, having at each corner a 
small cixcnlar tower with a pointed roof, furnished with numer- 
ous loopholes. A gallery ran along the whole length inside, 
from which, in the time of the Tartar wars, the men could shoot 
their arrows on the besiegers. The gateway was surmounted by 
portraits of the Tirgm and Child and those of other saints, before 
which a lamp was always kept burning. On entering, I found a 
well-kept grass-plot on two sides of which were buildings three 
h gh t h 11 f th m ks, the superior's 

1 a tm t a 1 th d m t & Th 1 wer range was 

itlyd tdtakndfm tp n which disobe- 

Itmk 1th ntlf)f,m e confined ; for, 

R th) hnitf mnglyftht crime is impri- 

m f 1 f a m Iig 1 hshm the female con- 

t fn ttthtin A the time of my 

iittthB / ml fid the monastery : 

f 1 a h d th a th wh had killed a man 

If 1 t d wh d g t th 1 w was sent there for 

y tt 1 pt alpjfthe blood he had 
shed. One of the monks informed me that the prisoner in ques- 
tion was quite a youth, being only nineteen ; that he was cross- 
ing the river very late one night on a hired sledge, when, on 
arriving at a very soEtary spot, the driver suddenly turned and 
attempted to strangle him. He found means to draw his sword, 
with which he gave a mortal wound to his assailant, who fell 
dead instantly. He remained for a few minutes horror-stricken 
at what he had done, and uncertain as to the measures he ought 
to take. At last, he lifted the lifeless body on the sledge, drove 
hack to the town, and presented himself at the police-station. 
Ho was arrested, but, as there was every probability that he 
committed the act in self-defence, his punishment was tlie being 
sent to the monastery. Tlic third prisoner was a monk accused 
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of ^TPit imoimal tv nliowas nliortlv ta be exikd to StTier a but 
as tho irntl deci lui of the fcupeiior court'* had not ariived he 
y. as det m e I here in the mean time 

On the other sides of the s jniio neie the cbuich thf (.erne 
tery ind the giiden Ihe chnrcli wa anient inl contained 
vaniua eYtnordinaij old pimtmgs of saints fcevcn,! monks 
were at thf i devotinnB when we enteied , their lon^ Hack 
gtirmenti and silent demeano ii then freqnent piostiations and 
the burning lamps almost led me to jmogme them disciples of 
Zoroastei offeiing their adorition to the sacred fiie whilst the 
darkness of the building g'vve an an of sorabie m\ teij to the 

The buivinggiound wis extrniivc ami I lemaikcd sjrae 
ci no IS aarco[)hagi of great antiquity 

Aftei we hai examined aU that we thought snteiesting we 
were shown mto the garden , it eoatcuneLl a great many fruit 
tieea and shrubs suitable to the climate such as applps jeiis 
currants, gooseberries, and raspberries, a large bed of sun-flowers, 
and about twenty beehives, for whose benefit the snn-flowcrs 
had, I imagine, been planted. On our return to the superior's 
apartments we passed through the large room in which all the 
servants of the establishment, as well as the peasants from the 
neighbouring village belonging to the monastic estate, were at 
dinner. Their repast consisted of large bowls of buckwheat, with 
oil, black bread, and salt, the whole washed down with quass, a 
kmd of sour drink made of fermented meal — a dinner not accord- 
ing to our taste, perhaps, but nevertheless well relished by these 
poor people, who had acquired a good appetite by making hay 
in the fields ontside of the wills 

But to return from this long digression. The arcMmandrite 
was a dignified-looking man of about Hfty, and had lost his wife 
six years previously, when, ocLordiiig to the custom, he had 
embraced the mona&tir- life He had two sobs, government 
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employes, wlio resided with liim e the bl si c H 
maD of great erudition, and hal v e b o rel g o } ot m h 
too enlightened for his nation, t. I was oformed that he hal 
been imprisoned some time befo e o accou t uf of ona he hal 
expressed concerninjf modern m acle iuC b t n cons derat on 
of his high character for learnin^, an I mo al ex elleuce ext eme 
seTerity had not been resortel to He alnajs seemel m ch 
pleased at oar visits, and rece ye 1 us w th L Iness tad ho [ 
tality. My Russian friends had known h m io manj yea sad 
respected him greatly. I wa<c fortunate certi nly in 1 e g 
acquainted with so many wortl y \ eople 1 elong g to the Grreek 
priesthood, and am glad to be ible to speak well ot i class of 
men of whom favourable opin ons are not gene illj ent rta ned 
by foreigners ; but I believe that many speak 11 of tl em upon 
false reports, and judge lightly of the n e ts of the many f om 
the disgraceful conduct of a few or from those „no ant le- 
based members of the profess on who a e to be fo nd m 
the remote Tillages and almost barbaio 3 d str ts of the inte 
rior. I remember accompanyinf, a fi end oace on a v t to one 
of her estates at about seven hundred ve -sts f om St P te 1 u ^ 
the peasants came as usual to piy the es] e ts to the 
proprietor. I was not astonished at any 1 sj lay of da sk se 
lity on tMr part, as a long res deuce n d fferent parts of Uus a 
h 1 too much iccnstomed me to s h conl ct b 1 1 was gieatly 
si kel and d ^ sted to see the p est descend to such mean 
e s as to I ro trate h mself to tl e eartl an 1 kiss tl e lady a feet 
u fact le leemed not i wht super or to the legraded boors 
an ong ! om he 1 ved 4. Eusso French ge tleman who 
hal t avelled ove nea ly erery i art of the emp e even to the 
nte or of S ber a nfo m d me tl at the state of th ler^y 
tl e ren ote co ntry places was uconee val Ij 1 d that tl ey 
nee i^no ant 1 1 t ou anl d nkea n almost an ejual 
1 ree th th lei a e 1 p a a tr tl t il 1 o "h t st tly 
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fofbkldeu for a priest to bo scca to enter a wliiaky-sliop, yet tliey 
are uot ashamed to send one of their flock to fetch spirits, nor 
do they blush to be seen intoxicated in the miserable villages of 
which they are the pastors ; that their wives and children are 
ragged and filthy, and are scarcely as respectable as those of the 
serfs. In what state of morality can the peasants he whose 
teachers are thns degraded 

Notwith tanding the evil state of things in the letirel paits 
of the countiy I was asauied that great impiovements hue 
taken plate of late yeais m the deigy at laige ow nj, to the 
aemmaries estallislied for the elucafioii of [rests which ai 
undei the direction and management of eflL ent «iiperiois In 
the ne^hboarhood of most Urge towns m-iny estimable anl 
worthy members of the sacred profession may be found It is a 
pity th'tt the priesthood do not OLCuiy a higher poaitioa m 
Russia for as eve y thing is Wued ac oid ng to lank in 
the country one ivoald imagine that more peisonal respect 
would increase then bpintnal authority Pctei the (jieat 
deprived the Church of most of its pnvilegea ou account ot the 
politicil use to which they weie put and peihaps his successois 
have heen nnwilhng to give too much influence to a body of men 
forming so vei7 numerons a portion of the population and pos 
sessing a gr^at deal of power over in i^noitnt and supei stitions 
people Of this power the government makes use to its own 
advantage as an mstiament by which t) support its domination 
otor the nation in the present crisis and by its means contiibutes 
to the fanaticism now so rife in Russia, by wickedly appealing to 
the weak points in the national character, in making the aggres- 
sion on Turkey wear the semblance of a religious war. Not only 
are prayers now daily offered in the Russian chnrckea against 
the " English heretics," but even pretended miracles are resorted 
to in order to make the people believe in the sympathy of 
Heaven. A gentleman told me a short time ago that he had 
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that same morniDg been present ia oae of the gymnasiums in 
St Petersburg when tlif priest belonging to the institntion, in 
giviuEf ilia wonted lecture on religion, informed the joung men 
and bays there assembled that God had Touchsafed, in a woa- 
deifnl mannei to show Ins gracious approbation of the imperial 
cause by performmg a muacle in the sight of men. He went on 
to siy tilt a chdd had been bom daring the previous week, 
which to the astonishment of all beholders, when only three days 
old arose and ntteied prophecies concerning the present war 1 
Of comse this extrajidmaiy little monster only said whit was 
favoaiable to the Muscovite ai'ms, and to the gloiiflcation of the 
Eiupeior md membeis of the imperial family , but will it be 
believed thit in the nineteeath century, the age of iidroada and 
electiio telegiafh^ any one would dare to uttei suoh absurd 
blasphemies ? Thmlc of the wickedness of thus lying m the face 
of Heaven to forward the ambition of a man 1 But this man, be 
it remeraberod, is the head of the Russo-Greek Church, and ia 
considered as infallible in his spiritual functions by the Greek 
clergy as the Pope of Rome is by the Romanists. 

I found the monkish institutions by no means iiked among the 
upper classes in Russia. I have frequently heard them say, 
"Those lazy monks and nuns, who pass all their days in idleness, 
ought to be abolished ; they are a burthen to the commnnity, 
and only eat up the bread of the industrious 1" Yet those very 
people in their old ^e would, most likely, be continually making 
rich presents to them for their prayers, by which they hope to 
render more smooth their own path to heaven. 

Tliere are some sects of the G reek Church severely restricted 
by the Russian government. When I was at Twer a whole reli- 
gions society, with their superior at their head, were arrested 
and put under Judgment. I could not make out what their 
peculiar tenets were ; but they were accused of shocking crimes 
and gross ignorance, perverting the doetriiies of Christianity as 
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a pretence foi' vile actions more becoming Indian idola.ters than 
the followers of Christ. Dresses of black stuff embroidered with 
hieroglyphics and mysteriooa symbols, veils something lilce those 
worn by the familiars of the Spanish Inquisition, which have two 
holes for the eyes, together with all the etcetera of their degraded 
superstition, were brought to the governor's house as so many 
proofs against them. I belieife the sisterhood were dispersed, aod 
placed in different eonrents belonging to the orthodox Church. 

Notwithstanding the oscessive severity of the climate, hermits 
still exist in the immense and almost untrodden forests of the 
interior, who are held in the same estimation as saints by the 
population. A Russian noble informed me that in the province 
of Kastroms. a curious subterraneous chapel had been discovered 
on the estate next to his ; it had been dug out by the hands of 
one of these fanatics, and his skeleton was found lying before the 
altar, as if he had expired in the midst of his prayers. None of 
the peasantry of the district had ever seen any person answering 
to his description, nor was there any tradition concerning him 
extant ; he must have lived and died unremarked and unknown. 
Probably he was some escaped criminal or deserter, or perhaps 
a monk who had become deranged with distoited ideas of devo- 
tion, and was ambitions of aspiring to the honour of canoniz-itLon 
But how these recluses can possibly exist dnimg the intense 
severity of a northern winter, where they can find the f>od to 
support them, or how they escape becoming the prey of the 
nnmeroHs wolves and bears with which the countiy abounda is 
incomprehensible to me. 

The Greek Church permits the New Testament to be read by 
the laity, with the exception of the Revelation of &t John, but 
the Old Testament is withheld. Children aie tanght lehgiun by 
the priests, who are engaged, just as the masters of laagniges 
are, to give a lesson once or twice a week, for which they are 
also paid. 
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ASPECT OF THE 



CHAPTEE, XI. 



:— Dreadful Tengemce 
—The old Bourmand— 



In the soramer-time the country iii Eassia is very agreeable ; 
tlie unconstrained hospitality of the proprietors, the manner of 
living, sans g^, is particularly pleasant. Of course where 
states consist of some five hundred sqnare verats, and comprise 
immense forests and lakes, with a very scanty population, it would 
be absurd to espect thit cultiyation and flourishin!;; appearance 
which we so madi prize m England , yet there is a great deil to 
like ^nd aiirn le nutn ithstanding The plains e^^tending far and 
wide unenclo'-ed bj lird"es the bn^ht ^leen fields cf flax oi 
waging corn m the mil t of forests of sombie pine , the broad 
Eilverj lake s'ftaiuiiiin mth fish , the numeious eagles caieering 
aloft 111 tlie clear bine sky , the peasants in then giily coloured 
costumes menily singmg then native aus while at then work 
or sitting down undei the shade of the buch tieea taking their 
frngil ri,pasfc, whilst in the background is seen rising fiom 
among the woods the white church witli its blue dome bespan 
glert with gold stars its tapeiing ^ilt "ipiie and numeious a;litter 
ing crosses all rendered doubly biiUiant by the rays of an 
unclouded sun — all this makes a scene peculiarly Russian but 
Lot tl e le^s beautiful When the peasants hive flnihhed their 
lejast they devoutl} turn towai h the i-liuich and make Ihe 
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E f th til y bow in gratitude for their daily bread ; 

til y 11 th th th mselves down in the shade to take their 
m dd y p F tw h during the esceasiye heat :* this is not 
1 f th p meu generally get up at three o'clock in 

th m mg d d n t Jeave off labour until ten at uighfc ; the 
t 1 tml ght f Enssian summer enabling them to con- 
t th 1 t th employment. Towards the evening, if 
6 1 th f ra nt's day, or gi'eat national holiday, we 

1 11 th m 1 Ij d merry enongh, all dresseci in clean shirts 
f th h ghtest h and gay earafanes, dancing in the space 
b f th h ging their native aii's to the tinkling of 

th t 1 ^ t as if slavery were but a name and its 

b th f th Al s ! this is the sunny side of their exist- 

C U bt the oppression of the land-stewards and 
th il f tm t th y meet with, we shoaid soon discover how 
y I ds t h dow on their daily coui-se. Men and 
w m d h Idren in their thoughts and ideas, they 

w ^ 1 1 k many infants ; but when the day comes 

wl I tb y 11 ken to their true condition, how fearful 
w 11 b th tit on the heads of those who have thus 
IP d th m W all Jook forward to a revolution," said 
tl m i 1 1 lent one day ; " we all look forward to a 
It d wh t does break out, the French tragedy will 

be but a game of play in comparison to it." I often thought of 
his words when I saw the peasantry with their axes stuck into 
their girdle, a national cnstom, and shuddered to imagine the 
horrid deeds they will commit witli these weapons when their 
vengeance shall have been aronsed for the many years of injus- 
tice and cruelty to which they have been subjected. 

Under the large landowners the lot of the peasantry is often 
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tolerably happy ; and as they do not know what freedom means, 
slavery ia not greatly feit ; but it is nuder the petty proprietors 
that they suffer the most : then indeed they are to be pitied. It 
is among these that ive are continually hearing of such detestable 
actions as in any other country would cause them to be excluded 
from respectable societj. 

I remember, among dozens of other iastances, some little anec- 
dotes which illustrate this : — 

A lad^ (?) who was ia St. Petersburg fbr the winter, and 
whom I met two or three times at evening parties, was one day 
extremely uulacky at cards : she had some servants (slaves) who 
possessed very beautiful hair ; and as she had not enough ready 
money to pay the debt incurred by her losses, she actuaUy sent 
to a barber and had all their long tresses cut off, the sale of 
which enabled her to discharge it honoKrabk/ ! As closely-crop- 
ped hair is a punbbment for immoral condact, and exposes a girl 
to the jeers and mockeries of her compauions, it may readily be 
imagined what a bitter mortification such an act must have been 
to them. I must, however, add that the person in question was 
a Pok; and as far as I have been able to judge, the Poles ai'e 
infinitely more unfeeling and tyrannical to their serfs than the 
Eussiaus. 

I was once going to the opera in company with a Polish 
lady ; she came and begged me to wait a few minutes, as she 
was not quite ready ; she was magnificently dressed in dark 
crimson velvet, a profusion of jewels, lace, and marabout 
feathers. I took a seat in the drawing-room, next to her cabinet 
de toUeite, whilst she completed her head-dress. Suddenly I 
heard a tremendous noise in the adjoining apartment; mistress 
and maid seemed to be endeavouring to oatscold each other ; 
but as they spoke Polish I did not understand what it was all 
about. Presently a loud crash, and the fall of a heavy body on 
the floor, auHOuuced that some catastrophe had happened. 
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Very sooq after the lady made her appearance, siuilmg with all 
the politeness possible, and expressing her regret at having kept 
me waiting, I made no remark, of eourse, nor did she allude to 
the mysterions fracas that had just taken place ; but I after- 
wards learned the facts of the case : the maid bad not pleased 
her in her coiffure ; the lady scolded ; the girl answered imper- 
tinently, which BO enraged her amiable mistress, that with the 
chair on which she was sitting, she knocked her down with so 
much violence that two of her front teelk were broken off in her 
fail! 

An amusing anecdote was told me by a French lady. One of 
her countrywomen was engaged as dressing-maid to a lady of 
rank in Erussia : one day, while combing ont her mistress's long 
black hair, she hnrt her head ; the lady turned round and gave 
h 1 p th f TJ F hw m n, who had hold of her 

h wh h h w th 1 t f tj ng, so that it was all 

g th d t th h h 1 p I it tightly, and then 

ft t d 1 t tl 1 Ij B ears with the hair- 

b h Php tmybth f,ht th t she was immediately 
p h d by b t k t th p 1 at the least summarily 

dm dimthh hll F fmit; the maid knew the 
h afit f th E II 1 I what she was about : 

h w p f tly tl 1 1 m t would not dare expose 

her, on account of the disgrace to herself ; for it wonld be an 
indelible one for a noble lady to have been beaten (in any place 
biit Cowat Orloff's office), and espeeiaOyby a menial ; she thcre- 
foic not only took the whole quietly but piesentcd the Fieiicli 
woman with thuty silvei roubles and a new gown to buy lipr 
silence , she wis evei aftei treited nith much consideiation, 
and at the time the anecdote wis told to me was still m the 
same situation 

When we were m the piovince of ^ ulo,d> I wib ont day 
walking alone m the f,iiden , jrespnllj I hcaid i loud voice 
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ac ou pa 1 ' y a heaYj tbi mj a soraebodj s back frequently 
repeated I atcpi cil on oup ide behmd the thick ihruba for I 
recO),n sed the acccuta of the lady at whose hoi he w e wli e on a 
VIS t and I th)uglit she woald rather not be seen jn t at thit 
moment but I could not les st grat fjing mv curiositj so fai as 
to ascertain uho the person was who hai displeased hei I 
found that it was the gardenei a till athletic jonng man who 
with a I asket in h s hinds was slo^vly TvalkiUj, donn a path 
followed by h a J roprietress w ho between eve y "sentence struck 
him a smait blow on his baLk with hei clenchel fist The man 
was go ug fomarlwith a lowncast look like a great overgrow i 
child csclaimin" at intervals " I^venete matutchka, isvenete, 
vc t (P I m th I i I m gailty). As for the 
lady 1 Ig d 1 f Smlwth anger, and saw 

ha f tdg I H lyble that she was the 

aam p h m I b d Id ing-room, not ten 

mitif 1 f, flhpt hty d amiable politeness 
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tateii frora tlie lady who had so ill-treated the peasants r 
she was allowed a small pension, enongh to keep her from actual 
want, out of the rents, and the property was pat under the care 

f t t tl t h 1 id 1 h th 1 w h 

h 1 h 1 h had d f lly 1 1 E 1 

dh mdfmhglhilti 

rapl h uld h 1 d fl th m 

Myth t h I mtdtm Ih 

h Em[ h l[Iyd mhhui y just 

d bt ily th Id b f b t p 1 1 th t 

Ik Id fhm U hhmbtth Ifil 

I J t t mmitt d th t h h d i d i 

th i hm t th y \ Th E t d fl t ly 

t f th Bmp th th y d f th G t 
Th m ygThC btGdfff 

8 gldfhflg hlj I 

tj thf iwh hbdhdthttm gt 

d 1 1 d th th 1 d 1 d p t t d th h bl t I 
f d It m tt d by f th p p t 

th t m d h II y d t w Id t ! 

d t d It t th t th b lly 1 p d pe pi 

y tylthpplythyh tas Bss 

Ip tlhdTh y tifhdd 

euoQgli to make one shudder. It is difficult to know the exact 

extent of the evil existing, as no accounts really authentic are 

published. I may mention a few tiiat came under my personal 



When we were at Ifova Derevna, not far from St. Peters- 
burg, two hands recently severed were found near our house in 
a wood : they were tied together, but it was never discovered 
to whom they belonged, or who had done the dreadful deed. 

When wo were on a visit on Count ■ — ~s estate, the head 
servant found in the garden the corpse of a woman who had evi- 
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deatly been murdeped ; the act Kad not loug been perpetrated, 
for the body wa-a yet warm. In this case also it was never dis- 
covered eitlier who she was or who was the assassin. 

One of the trials that took place before my friend's husband 
was that of a proprietress who had amnsed herself with siiame- 
fuHy cutting and maiming several children on her estates ; when 
asked what could have induced her to commit acts of such demo- 
niacal cruelty, her reply was, " C'6tait pour me distraire !" 
She was exiled to Siberia. 

It cannot be expected of human beings, although they be 
born bondsmen and serfe, that they will always quietly snbmit 
to a tyrannical master, or that they will forego m-mtge when 
they cannot obtain juHice, Many examples of the most dread- 
ful vengeance have come under my knowledge in different parts 
of Rnasia. The first anecdote I will give is rather laughable 
than serious, and I mentiou it en. passant, as it was one that 
occurred in my presence. 

1 was once dining at the house of a provincial governor ; 
eighty people formed the party, iQchding a vast number of ofH- 
cers, employes, and their ladies. Tbe feast was given in honour 
of the annivei-sary of the Emperor's coronation, so all the com- 
pany were in full dress : his excellency was in his general's uni- 
form, resplendent with gold embroidery aud stars. When the 
footman handed round the dish of roast meat as usual, he cleverly 
coitr red to upset all thp ^ravy ovei hi& masters b«;k ind in 
s eh a minner that epaulettes facings and all were coveied with 
mmense spots of j;re'ise it was evidently done on pnpo? 
The genpial rose in a gieat pa'J'aon but the man put on 10 coi 
trite an e^piession and so humbly befgel poidon that tleic 
was nothing to be done but to change the coat I 'ihall npver 
forget the sly look of tnnmph the seivint ctst on his misters 
back as he followed him ofii lally from the dining hall and the 
giin with which he letumed to it with his excellency who was 
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obliged to make his reappearance in a plain black coat and civi- 
lian's dress. I afterwards heard that the previous day the foot- 
man had heen severely beaten, for which he had thus taken 
revenge. 

The brother of a gentleman in a provincial town, with whom 
I was well acquainted, had caused a peasant faelongiag to Ms 
estate to be flogged ; the man took the pnnishment quietly, and 

uttered no threats ; but the next time lie met with M. P ski 

he raised Ms axe, and with one blow clave hia ekuU from, the 
forehead to the chin. It was not until two days after that the 
body was found. The man was taken into cnstody, and accused 
of the murder ; he confessed it immediately, and was conse- 
quently banished to the Siberian mines. 

Some years ago I met a lady and her daughter in society : 
tliey were in deep mourning, and, as I had seen them a short 
time before otherwise dressed, I asked a friend what near rela- 
tive of theirs had lately died. " 0, do you not know ?" 
answered she ; " I thought everybody was talking of it. Marie 
Tvanovna is now a widow ; her husband met with hia death in 
a shocking manner : he had ill treated the daughter of a pea- 
sant belonging to his estate, which so raised the anger of the 
girl's father that, when he met him in the wood near his eliSr 
teau, he attacked him with his axe, and killed him on the spot. 
Marie Ivanovna, finding that her husband did not return home, 
went with her daoghter into the wood to meet him, and catch- 
ing sight of some strange-looking object at a distance, approached 
it in order to see what it was. Her hoiTor may well be con- 
ceived when she discovered that it was the body of her husband 
placed in a sitting posture, with his back leaning against a tree, 
and his hands on his knees, on wMch was laid the head that the 
peasant had severed from the trunk with his axe." As it was 
well known that the man had Just cause for vengeance, there was 
no difficulty in discovering the murderer, and he was banished 
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to & beria An instance wis aUo related to me of tlie slavea 
bum ng the r propr eto a n the beds in revenge for tlieir csces- 
s ve c aelty 

A Sw ss lady w th whom I was el ghtlj acquainted resided aa 
governess n tie ate or of Pnfsa with a family who had a 
large estite an I several v Ua s The three children slept in an 
inne loomadjo n§ hers tliey ve e all lery yonng , tlie eldest 
was a boy of e ght tl e two othe s weie little e;iils One moin 
iDq sI e arose h& jonnj, cha ge were dres'ied , and a they 
generally breakfi ted alo tl ey ^\c e not "imprised thit they 
say notb n^ of thcrmaumianljai a the seivanti attended to 
them a-s usuai and they had no le^son fti auspectrng that any 
tiling e^tiaordmaiy had occuired , bat as the day advanced 
they legan to wonder that everrth ng nas so qmet in then 
paients' room the servaQts espiessed the same surpiise and at 
last the Swiss lady determraed npoa knookiug at the door for 
she bea;an now to fear thit something serious had happened , 
obtainia^ no leply to hei repeated knocls, she ventared upon 
lookmg m lo her inconceivable hoiror and dismay she beheld 
the lady and gentleman lying in bed with theu heads almost 
seveied from their bodies She hid the admiiablo presence ol 
mind to prevent the childien who had crowded to the door 
from enteimg and so mastered her emotion thtt she did not 
scream oi uttei any e\clim'fction thit would betray her agita 
tion at the dreodfal sight , bnt closing the door she told them 
not to mike a noise for then paients were ill and led them 
back to their apartments She then summoned the honsehold 
to \ihom she commnnioated what she had seen ind stnt off 
to the neighbjunng town foi the authorities On the aftair being 
examined into, it appeared that the murdered couple, although 
tolerably kind towards their household servants, were extremely 
oppressive and unjust in regard to the serfs on their estates ; 
and these latter, in ordcv to free themselves from such tyranny. 
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li 1 mm tt 1 th f f 1 m J t tb tli 1 11 

b d f J t tU y w Id t 1 y th bll f 

tl i tb p t li I I & q tly h Ith y t d 

th des tl t tl y b 1 t d t b 1 y f tl I m t 
This m 1 tb m as ly d t d wli t m t d 
th t 11 th m th h w tl 1 fl d 

t b t! mm 1 01 tl 1 dj d b h i 1 1 1 1 th 
tb d pe 

I h d f m y m mpl 1 t th w 11 h w tb t 
tb f f Enst, 3 1 t th d t th y 

II t Iw y th hfc a t dd m b t w 11 t 1 
seek reveoge. 

I must not omit to relate aa anecdote more pJeasing than the 
foregoing, which will serve to illustrate another trait in the 
national character. 

Count B , a gentleman of very extensive landed property 

ia the south of Kusaia, was left an orphan at abont the age of 
seventeen, and, of course, until he was of age he was under the 
direction of Mb guardians. On his attaining bis majority he 
determined upon visiting each of his estates in saccession. It 
was night when he reached the largest one in Little Russia ; he 
drove quietly to the house, as he thought unremarked by the 
villagers, but not so ; early next morning he was awakened by 
great noise and tumult ; he looked out of the window, and to 
his dismay beheld the whole yard crowded with the peasantry. 
A momentary fear presented itself to his mind, that the serfs 
had risen and that they designed his destrnction. He deter- 
mined, howerer, to meet the danger boldly ; he dressed, and 
hastened down amongst them. He was received with shouts 
that did not re-assure him, and then a sudden sOence succeeded. 
This was broken by two or three of the oldest peasants, who 
advanced towards him, and with great respect begged to know 
if it were true that he was, as they had heard, deeply involved 
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m debt Because a 1 tl y wo do not wish to l>e 

d graced 1 y Lav n^ a pr p to wl o is in sacii embarrassment. 
We therefo e toi e that yon w 11 allow us to discharge yoar 
lebts that you m y be fr ed t o q t for that purpose we have 
coUp ted t gether a m 11 n of oables (assignats), which we 
haye b o ^ht v tt s and vh h ve entreat you to accept." 
Some of the eomi an ona then stfj \ ed forward, having in their 
hands heavy bi^s a 1 r lis of 1 aiik notes, showing that they 
had the means as well a the w 11 to ensure the success of their 
1 Ian The Co nt was too much aff cted to answer them imme- 
diately but 11 ben he had acqu el sufficient composure he 
th nked tl en hea tilj 1 t as el them' that they were 
m taken It s tr e he sa 1 that on my father's death 
some of tl e [ oj e -tr va mo tn-an-e 1, but my guardians, by a 
careful economy, have been enabled to free it from all liabilities ; 
and now not a single copeck is owing to any one." 

The peasants hesitated ; they did not wish to doubt his word, 
but were fearful lest he should have told them so because he did 
not desire their money It was only by repeated asturani^s 
that they were at last convmced that it was a fact Thej then 
begged he wonld accept the money as a present , on that bem^ 
declined, they would only be satisfied with the promise that in 
case he should find him<!elf in difficulties he would apply for 
assistance to them and not to stiao^ei^ 

It may seem strange to English people that fcifs should be 
possessed of so large a sum as a raillion of roubles (45,000?) , 
but it must be remembered that many of them are not mere 
field laboureis, but iich shopkeepers and tradesmen with laige 
fortunes. Some of the slavet. oelongmg to Count b (a noble- 
man who possesses one hundred and twenty th msand souls on 
his estates) aie among the wealthiest ihopkeepeis m St Peters 
burg, and have hundreds of thousands of pounds capital The 
question natmally aiiscs, 'Why do they not then, puichase 
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tl f 1 m rh t 1 w til t tl fc f 

tb p {. t a ii I, 11 t t ii 

kdfpi p itlfh mft 

th y m tl \t h h th y h It is 

d th t y 1 t ly th y t 1 t C t "^ 1> 1 11 

d flft> th d i I t 1 y ff d It 1 lit 

Thhikp dmlt R thlt 

Its th t y th b It y j b m 

1 Th p 1 y f C th 1 k d w 11 th t 

pect f th y y t h wl 1 to 1 w th ir 

p wh li has b d t th mp 1 f m ly 

dh efis fllwinh tj It t h h 

kl th E bl f th q f th 

t I w 11 I t 1 with f m ly wh 

d ght WHS tip tdt ttmy t k 

1 dg th y [ d i t t th h d t y t t t 11 

th m t k b U t fi^ f th A th 

t t g Hyp d t th i I! mi 

d a 1 f h w m k t y mi 1 bl th t th 

th y th ii Idr nil b dit t 1 m th m 

the cODseqaences are not difficult to foresee. 

It is not lawful in Bussia to sell the saifs withoat the land, or 
to separate iadiTiduals of a family nnless the parents accompany 
them ; it is nevertheless sometimes done, for two or three 
instances have come to my own knowledge in establishments in 
which I was residiag ; and although I was present on the occa- 
sions, and know the terms on which the sales took place, Has- 
sians have often contradicted me, and assured me that such a 
thing was iraposaible, as it was not allowed. It is true, indeed, 
that it is not all&wed by the law, but, if the two proprietors 
consent to tlie bargain, who is to complain ? It certainly would 
not be the servaut so disposed of, aa her existence would be 
wretched enough afterwards ; and wc have often heard both 
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male and female domestics beg another owner to imrchaso them, 
if they dislike the family they ai-e in. After tweiUj-fivc yeai's' 
service in their master's household, they cau have the choice of 
being free oi not but they do not often pioflt by it foi after 
the best yeais of their litp hive 1 een passed m working for 
their proprietor they with reason thmk that the i ol i age 
should be taken care of by hiin anl that if permitted they 
wonld prefei piss ng the even ng of then days a the Tillage in 
which they nere bom anl among the sceies endeared to then 
by their youthful associations to dragging out a toilsome ^nd 
pieeanous life amonc; sttangeis or in a crowded city Mdny of 
the householl scivants aie hiied they iie furniihed by their 
owneife with a pas [ it they cm then go whither they please 
anl "ierTewhon tleylke upon tie condition of their paying 
the yearly ihrock or poll tax to him hat as this fcnm is i ot 
&xeA by law and the amount is entirely dependent on the will 
of the propiietoi he often ibuses the trust anl manages to 
esercise a tyraumcal inflnenLe erpn on those of hio serfs who 
are at a distance and icmoyed from hia immednte power The 
chief cuisitmt in Madme h a house at Tsver belonged to a 
iandottnei who hied in Kalon„i and who had finii bed him 
with a passport The man w^s clever at hn profea'iion and had 
served i seven years apprenticeship in a French house in St 
Petersburg ; he was therefore a valuable acquisition to a large 
establishment ; he had three other cooks under him, and was 
very much respected. Madame E, was generous : his wages 
were high, and in addition she kindly aUowed him to superintend 
public suppers and private parties in the houses of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, for which he received so good a remuneration 
that he realized a handsome profit. So far so good. By 
economy he might have saved in a few years sufBcient money to 
buy his freedom, and he would have done so, as he was 
extremely anxious to marry one of the upper servants that lived 
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ill the saniG family ; but tlien there was the ahrodc, and Ms 
master was one who iievei' seemed to have cEough. As soon as 
he found that VassiU was making money, he raised the amount 
of the poll-tax, and, by adding every year a little more to it, 
contrived to squeeze out of the poor fellow's hands almost all his 
eorniags Many and many a time have I seen the tears rolling 
dovin h s heeks is he &aw that I topes for the fut e we e 
da ly gGtt n^ mo e ud t uct d d that be h 4 no p o pect of 
be om Hj, free an! veddu g Grn h a One day we tonnd h m 
Bol b n^ 1 tte ly over a ope lett r he hal just le vet t 
from h s p op eto t va an u-vl denandng no- s ahol 
bat wo se than ill t vas an n w r to a j, opos t on ma le 1 y 
Madame e^a d ng 1 %\ has h th 1 e wonted 1. ndnesa 
wished to render all her h u ehold as happy i t Jay a 1 e 
power to do and had told Vassili to iuquire what amoant was 
necessaiy to mike him a fiee man. The sum named was so 
exoibitant that it was beyond the Jadj's means. Apparently 
his master was determined not to part with a property that 
afforded him so great an annual profit and the hopes of increas- 
ing it m future 

The way the Russians treat their household servants is some- 
times veiy amnsing— eiicfly as if they were babies. One day 
the eight footmen and the five other men-servants at Madame 
It s all had new hveiies Being desirous to see how they 
looked Madame ordere 1 them all into her presence ; they came, 
with the poitei it their head the lady bade them stand in a 
row so thtt she mi^hfc see the effect ; and Laving had a good 
survey 3f the wai'.tuoits eomniauded them to turn about, which 
they di 1 m true military ordei and gave us a gratifying view of 
thirteen pans of broad shoulders, all covered with light bine 
bioadcloth of the best quality , they then marched oat as if 
they had p i formed an exeniphry duty. At another time the 
fiml\ mcica cl Ij I ivA recruit of a lacquey, about six 
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feet two high, who was endowed with the awkward habit of let- 
ting everything fall that he took in his fingers. After he had 
exhausted the patience of crerybody iu the house, he was told 
that the nest time he gave ua a specimen of his maladresse, ho 
should be pnnished. The very next day, as he was handing the 
dish of fish to Madame, down went the elegant silver slice ; after 
having picked it up with a very red face, he cast a terrified look 
on his master, expecting some awfnl retributioui on his head for 
the sin he had committed ; when the lady, turning to him, 
ordered him immediately to go and stand in thx. corner for the 
rest of the time we should be at dinner. He obeyed with a most 
contrite face, and stood there like one of Madame Tussand'a 
wax-work figures, without changing conutenance or moving 
ill the least. It was wonderful how the other servants could 
keep a serious expression. We were nearly choked with sup- 
]iressed laughter, it was so perfectly ridiculons. 

It is frequently, indeed generally, the case for the proprietors 
to place many of their serfs out as apprentices to different 
trades, some as carpenters, others as hairdressers, shoemakers, 
tailors, cooks, millmers, dressmakers, &c. After their time is 
ont, if their service is not required in their master's house, they 
are famished with a passport, and pay the poll-tax like "Vassili, 
of whom I have spoken. In many of the chateaux the domes- 
tics are capable of doing all the work in the family : one makes 
the shoes and boots ; another his master's coat ; a third, 
brought up as a coiffeur, is the valet ; a fourth, the head cook ; 
a iifth, the confectioner, who attends "to all the preserves, pickles, 
and bonbons used in the establishment ; his place is no sinecnre, 
as t!ie Russians eat a great quantity of these things, especially in 
the winter time. In very large householda there are serfs who 
have been educated as musicians and singers. One family with 
whom I was acquainted in St. Petersburg, had & private theatre, 
in which their own people performed operas in very good style : 
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tlie orchestra and vocalists had all heen traintd at thu owner's 
expense, expressly for his amusement. 

There is an old nohk (?), an acquaintance of my friends in 
Moscow, who was possessed of an enormous fortune, and who 
made it his boast that lie was the greatest gourmand in Russia ,■ 
his whole conversation was concerning savory dishes and deli- 
cious meats, to the concocting of which his entire mental energies 
(if he had any) were devoted. His dreams wero nothiag but 
visions of soaps, fricassees, and pfkt^s, varied with ragoftts, jel- 
lies, and macfidoinos. Whenever he called, we were sure to hear 
that his genius had discovered some new combination of good 
things, which he seemed to think redounded as much to his honor 
as Napoleon's victory at Austeriitz did to his, or as Newton's 
discovery of the theory of gravitation. By excessively high 
living, he had attained so preposterous a size, that the door of 
his carriage had' to be made the entire width of one side to allow 
of his getting in and ont : his eyes were almost buried in the fat 
of his cheeks, and his thick lips and heavy looks showed to 
what aa extent he pursued tha gratification of his favoarite vice. 

This esHmable old gentleman, in order to have the cookery of 
eveiy nation in the highest perfection, hit upon the ingenious 
plan of sending one of his seifs to each of the great capitals of 
Em ope m oider thit they might be initiated in all the mysteries 
of the miswe of the o ntry One was 'n V'e na another 'n 
Vaui 1 third in Loi don a 1 the fo th N" j les The san 
this cost him was enormous not nlv for the journeys b fc 
Ou account of the In^h prem n demanlel fo the r nst uc 
tion The man sent to P is wts 1 o d for three yea s 
he "sas the most intcll g t of th fo h ma ter h It 

immenie castles in the an about him ; lie was never tired 
of talking of the eifat piogress the man was making in the 
culinary art whilst the agreeable prospect of inmimerablB good 
dinners rich soupi ind magnificent entr emits, solaced him 
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and served to cl ee h m uj whe ever an attack of ud ^eat on 
caused him a fit of tlie blue lie d d not know f oor man 
that the dreams of b s d ataut serf were w dely d ffe ent from 
h 3 o vn nor perhips ha I tee ente ed h ml that n 
learn ng / c s e F n aise he lo 1 1 j.o s ble Icam the Ian 
gna^e and nl i e F encb not ons ot ! 1: e tj is well — hnt so t 
wa Ihe three years were out and the old gentleinaa a o 
the t ptoe of exi ecti on h s del o s e s we e 1 ut to 
become real ze 1 h I al nv ted a I o t of a jua tan es to d e 
w th h m a erta n lay Bnt alas I the ve y morn ng o i 
wh ch I e ma le so sure of welcom n^ v tl oj en a ms h a Ae de 
NISI e f om alroad there came t. lette n wh h the tdvant 
slave pol teiy an I lei cately nfoimed h n that ow n^, to a gieat 
change in h s v ew^ both snc al and j ol t cal he conld not dec de 
upon dev t g the est of h d ys to Ai Sf i ce that he naa 
go tij, to bo mil ed to i. chirm ng you g gr lette and had 
resolved pon 1 ccom n^ a Fren h subject as he was already one 
at heart H condud llyretuiii g lis sinceie thinks for the 
protect on a d patroni h s fo mer master had afforde 1 h m 
se t the rece pte 1 i lis fo tl e es[ en es w h ch had 1 een ncn red 
on his account, which he assured him had been honourably paid 
in his name, out of tho money forwarded to Paris for the pur- 
pose, and finished with the most amiable wishes for his health 
and prosperity. 

The grief and dismay of the old gourmand were inconceivable, 
and such au effect did the mortification take on him that he 
remained in bed a whole fortnight to lament in solitnde bis irre- 
parable loss. 

As for the other three, I never heard what became of them ; 
but it is to be hoped that they all followed the same laudable 
plan. 

Most of the dressing maids have served their time, and are 
milliners and eoutnrieres by profession. I was present one day 
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when a, bargain was struck for a dressmaker ; it was at Jaroslaf, 
and a gentleman from, a Beighbouring estate had jast dropped 
in 'to dine. In the course of conyersation the host had acciden- 
tally mentioned that his wife was ia great want of a good dres- 
sing-maid. 

"Oh," said the guest, "if that be all, my wife has an excel- 
lent one that she will part with ; she has been several yeai-s with 
a French dressmaker in St. Petersbarg to learn the trade, and I 
am sure my wife would be glad to let Madame D f have her." 

"Eh bien I" replied the other, "and her price?" 

" Two hundred and fifty silver roubles." 

" That," answered our host, " is much more than we shonld 
like to give for a servant ; we had better hire one ; Madame D. 
is going to Moscow, and she must engage one tliere." 

" What do jou say then to two hundred E" 

"Still too much." 

" Well, then, listen, mon ami : you were talking of buying a 
new instrnment ; will yoa give me one hundred roubles and yow 
eld piamo V 

Both parties agreed to these terms, and it was arranged that 
the girl should be sent in the conrse of the following week, and 
that the rickety old piano should be duly forwarded in exchange. 
Madame D.'s dressmaker arrived at the stated time ; she was 
about twenty-five years of age, and a good Heedlewoman. After 
having served a month or sis weeks, her mistress told mo in 
confidence " that she thought she had made a fair bargain," and 
even seemed to intimate that the proprietor had cheated himself 
in the affair. I ought to add that the girl herself was a con- 
senting party to the transaction. 

At another time when I was in St, Petersburg, a youug 
servant-girl of sixteen came into the room and begged to know 
if her mistress would buy her, for her proprietress wanted some 
money, and would be glad to sell her. 
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" I really do not know what to say to it," was the reply. 
" How mncli does she ask for jou, Marousha?" 

Girl {with a low bow). "Eighty silver roubles, Madame." 

" Well," said the lady, " I will consult my husband about it, 
and will give yoa the answer after dinner." The girl made a low 
melination and retired. On the husband's return there was 
a serious consultation concerning the proposed purchase. His 
remark had hetter be expressed in French than in English. 
" Quatre-vingt roubles argent I c'est beaucoup trop ; et ontre 
cela la fille a tellemcnt les humeurs froides qu'elle serait chere 
meme a nn prix nioins grand I" I do not know whether the pro- 
prietress agreed to take less on this consideration, or how it was 
iiianged , but some weeks aftciwards I learnt that the f,irl 
had leollj changed ownei'! at ^^}llch she iho^ved muLh satia 
fiction 

It la notallowea by law for the misteia and mistieb^es 
ti beat then seivants nnless they be their own slaves , but it is 
ea-iy eno igh to get it done by sending them with a complaint to 
the polite and it the leiveu of i few roubles be added they will 
hive aa fair a quantum of stripes as are displaye 1 on the 
Americin flag oi weio ever administered in that lind of 
fieedom The ceremcnj of whipping takes place in the n;a;ht 
and IS peiformed in a place at the station devoted to the 
purpose. The reason given us was, that "the culprits encd out 
so loudly that it was much better to do it at that time than when 
everybody was about." In Twer the head-gardener thought 
proper to get intoxicated three days together ; he had often 
been in the same state before, and the patience of his master 
was qnit« exhausted : so when he met Hm in the yard, perfectly 
unable to stand, he ordered the police-master (who happened to 
be then in the office making his reports) to take him tinder his 
care and administer a sound flogging, so that he might in future 
know what he would have to expect. 
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The order wis well attended to, ind the gardenpr wao led to 
the station house where he suffered the penalty of his oflfence 
The Tie\.t day I nat. aaiprised to see him m the entiance 
haD, looking is sober ind ilemure as possible lie waited 
quietly until his Bxrelltncy appealed , he thcu prostrated him 
Belt several times at his feet until hi& fa^o touched the ground, 
begging in the most humble manner to letam thankt, foi the 
great kmdne'?s he hid been shosui I conld not think whj he 
v/m so grateful and asked the G-eneial if he had pardoned 
his late offtULO 

' Firdontd I not a bit of Jt ' answeicd he laughing , he is 
expressing his acknowledgments foi the soand beating I caused 
him to receive." 

I could not help expressing my aversion to suet meanness. 

"Ton jnige wrongly," said his Excellency; "the man, 1 
h k d jl y good feeling on the occasion. He com- 

m tt d a f 1 f wh ch I have had him corrected, and he now 
tl ank m f my j dicions pumshment. Tou see by this that 
p pi b raalice in their hearts." He forgot to add 

th t f ght h had a great deal more to do with it than 

gr tt d 

It w 11 t ly take many years, ay, centuries, for sach 
a 1 pi t b a nditioa to apprewate the blessings of free- 
d m d p h 1 they are too Asiatic ever properly to do 

It Im t da g ous to endeavour to ameliorate theur state. 

Th n f 1 dy with whom I was intimate, having just 

t n d f m al 1 where he had witnessed the good effects 

f 1 1 t m ned to devote his life and fortune to the 
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eiiliglitenmeiit of his peasantry. The ignorant priest, however, 
made them believe that his design was to destroy their ancient 
customs and to subvert the religion of their forefathers. The 
consequence was, that the slaves formed a conspiracy against 
him, and shot Jiun one eveniag as he was reading a book in his 
own sitting-room. 

Some years ago a party of ladies aud gentlemen, while spend- 
ing the snmmei in the country, determined iipou getting np 
a succession of theatiical amusements, just to try their e£fect 
upou the minds of the lower class. They accordingly fitted np 
a hail with gieat care took immense pfuns to learn their parts, 
ind when ill wis ready they invited the serfs as their andienee, 
and gave them a holiday for the purpose of attending. The 
Ignorant boors stood i\ith open eyes and months wondering what 
tw s li abo tad vhat the gentry coal 1 mem by -omii in 
dg dh gmh hhAfh 

ply thglm kdthmh hylhd 

y II B w th 1 ly b t h ; y 

11 p y f th t m w h It m t t 

It 1 ly b d th t th t t ni t w t 

p t d th il b th tfl 1 tth mm t 

I th t m th b I g t, to th tth 

y I y tun th y 1 Ip t p th t fh fl 1 

p 11 1 th h 1 t Ik d th IP th m f 1 1 y 

bt thm tlfltp fwdwhh tmly 

f t g g 1 t th y i th k by g g th t 1 

bll da 

Ithwtbthm d m mpl y th m 1 

w g h E 1 d th 1 1 m 

II m k p tty k 1 f I Tl 1 1 f th 
wm dty h tttlppt hdp f 

t th h I k 1 th m y t 1 t d ff t 

fit) h 1 k fl h 1 tl 1 
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England. In tlic dark days or eyenings, h g dl tli y 

make use of slips of pine-wood or tlie b L f tl i b t 
which are very inflammable and emit a si g 1 ht th t bl 
them to continuo their work. They u k th tl d th 
ancient maniier with the distaff, which h | te 1 

appearance. 

In some of the villages, all the femal m k I h 

there is nothing bat linen manufactured I w m b t fnl 
samples of the former, the work of the p as t 1 1 g 

the Princess L., which would be admir d L d 

Paris ; and a woman once offered to sell m f f sixty 

roubles (10^.), which she aesnred me took h th t y 

to make. 

Some of the serfs are trained as hunte th t t th 
whole lives are devoted to killing and ensnaimg game m the 
forests, which is sold, and becomes a part of the revenue of the 
property. 

When a very fine bear is slain, his skin is generally presented 
to the proprietor, together with the head. The skin is made 
into a magnilieent rng, the head into a foot-stool, forming a 
handsome ornament to the drawing-room. 

The peasants one day sent us a young bear ; he was not full- 
grown, but he was so enraged at being made captive that he 
gnawed his paws to pieces, and they were obliged to kill him. 
It is no uncommon thing to see young wolf-cubs offered for sale 
even in St. Petersburg itself, bnt I do not know to what use 
they are put. In the most northern parts, in which lynxes and 
ermines, squirrels, and sables are found, the hunters go into the 
forests for weeks at a time. They are provided with a little 
sledge, which they draw after them, containing the necessary 
provisions, and which they fill with skins as the stock of provi- 
sions diminishes. I was told that their quickness of sight is 
wonderful, and that they can discern at an immense distance the 
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little black tip of the ermine's tail on the wide plaios of snow 
that it traYerses. 

Whoever has travelled iu Russia cannot fail to have admired 
the great skill of the peasantry in using their axes : it is no 
exaggeration to saj that a common boor can build and furnish 
his house with the help of that instrument alone. Nothing can 
be more interesting than to watch a unmber of these poor peo- 
ple engaged in constructing tkeir dwellings, and very much good- 
will is also to be remarked among them in assisting each other. 
All who have ever seen them must have felt the greatest admi- 
ration and even respect for the serfs, who, with all their faults, 
are really good-hearted, and possessed of natural talents which 
it is a shame and a sin in the government to stifle or render 
useless by keeping them in ignorance ; but until slavery disap- 
pears from the land, and they are taught the proper use of free- 
dom, it is nonsense to hope that great men will rise from the 
people. There was a poor man in Twer, a slave belonging to 

M. M ^ff, a land-proprietor, who was possessed of a genius 

for painting that, in any otJier country, wonid have acquired for 
him both fame and fortune. Better for him had he been bora 
an idiot 1 To him his talents were a dire misfortune, for his 
master, on learning his love for drawing and his great natural 
gifts, perceived at onee that some handsome proSt, by the way 
of abrock, might be realized for himself in cultivating them. 
Accordingly, he placed him with an ordinary portrait-painter, 
where he was forced to learn a branch of the art which, although 
the most likely to serve his owner's views, was most distasteful 
to himself, as he had genius for better things. He had no 
sooner served his time than the amount of poll-tax was yearly 
demanded ; as everybody does not have a likeness taken, especi- 
ally in a provincial town, it was no small diflicnlty to pay it. 
When we last saw him, he had pioed into a decline, and doubt 
less ere this the village grave has closed over his griefs and 
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sorrows, and buried tis genius in the shades of its etoriial 
oblivion. 

As superstition and ignorance generally go together, we need 
Eot be snrprised to find that, aa the Russian peasants possess 
the latter, so they have the former qnaJity. Many of their 
ideaa have changed but little since their forefathers' heathen 
state in days of yore. They have the greatest faith in ghost- 
stories, sorcery, the evil eye, and the tricks of a mischievous 
kind of Puck called the Domovoi or house-spirit who is a very 
etui I e u^ a ho eholl as eve yth uj, thit nol ody wishes to 
tike upo h nself s la d o th s niu^hty sj. te If the horses 
become th a t not be a se th ^ oom sells the com and hay ; 
if the w e 1 m n ho the sug r van ah t 3 of course not 
Grush a or Ma on ha 1 ut t s the ne o lo we 1 Domovio ; if 
the t ty of ch na f il down an \ the 1 c t set s destroyed, of 
course t s al! / s doing a fact there is Fcarcely a wicked act 
that he does nt do e day ome cottage ca ^ht fire in the 
V lla^e car our co ntry ho e Be ^ only of w ood and very 
d y the fl me oon o e to a con de al le h gl t Suddenly, I 
aw se dl me ruu oat of tl e la oppo le At the Erst 
moment I thou 1 1 they v e i,o g to help n est nguishing the 
fl mcs 1 w oon undece ved fo -is fist aa their le^ could 
carry tl en they u he 1 n exactly the contrary direetiou, but 
stoppe 1 when tl y ha 1 rea bed the m Idle of i Held, when they 
began b konm„ anl ujk nj, the most v oleut gestures with 
the hints 

Are tlo e me mal? I askel of a gentleman who was 
stind n,^ nea o what a e they lo ng ? 

O no th T ane enough repl d he bat they fancy 
that by acting so they will induce the wind to change, so that 
their own cott-ages may not be destroyed by the flames." 

Another time we were passing through an immense village, 
every house of which was burning. The peasants were standing 
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b a gronp watching the cracking walls aud rafters, and the loDg 
crimsoQ columns of fire, as if it were some raree-show got up 
expressly for then amusemfiit : they made no effort to save any- 
thing , perhiijs they i 1 t ' 1 th ' d j ' d d'd t 
find it tD=wer , so tb y 1 t th t k tl d ph 1 
phitally re=iigQed th 1 t wh t m bt h u Th 
only woids I heard thmttw Tttk^mtt! 
common expression m th hhmylt ItlS 
only look 1 ' jnd tl th j m th tl y w 
abaoibedin watchin th I g fl m 

The crown allows t nm t th p 1 1 th i al 

TilKges if theu hoi 1 d t h Ip t V ili th m I 

was stiymg some tm thh fp Ig 

and fiequently siw th i t m f m y t bl th m 

to leconstiuct their isb 

One morning we i d t th h 1 y d fill 1 

with the peasmtiy y g d 11 w '*g ly d 1 lly 

demanding to slc th f, h pp d 1 k d 

them ^hat they A\a t d Th y 1 th t th y h I m t m 
plain of the cruel t f t th y h 1 d t th I 1 f 

their proprietor, anl t d p t th y d f tl 11 

and grievances, thydldthtl tip thy 

hid aO left the estat b dy t k p t t Th g 

spoke kindly to the i p 1 th m t m k J q J 

and that they should b ht 1 b t b 
letuiD home to th 11 S m f 

and, taking up a h df 1 f f h j 1 
sweaimg that they t 1 H ts If 1 

spoken the tiuth an] th t ftiywkd fth w 

they hoped that trouble and evil would descend upon them like 
the dust upon their heads. The kind-hearted gOYCrnor at length 
succeeded in pacifying them, and they quitted the yard. The 
inques* was begun but not ended when I left the province ; ao I 
1* 
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had EO opportunity of knowing ia what maunei- it was 
decided. 

A fatal instance of the superstition of fclie lower classes took 
place five or six years ago. A balloon ascent was announced to 
take place in St. Petersburg, and a Freucli gentleman was to go 
up in the car. Everytbing went off admirably amid the grati- 
fied espressions of the citizens and assembled company ; it was 
a fine day with a little wind, and the enormous ball sailed beau- 
tifully along until entirely lost to view. I believe it was the 
last time that such a sight was seen in St. Petersburg, and it 
certainly was th& last Htm that this balloon was seen. 

!Por a long time no one knew what had become of it and the 
unfortunate aeronaut ; every one concluded that it had descended 
into the lake either of Onega or Ladoga, and nothing more 
was said about it. At last it was discovered that it had come 
don n in the midst of a held near i village it some fifty versta 
from the capital, and that the pe^gints, iiho had never seen such 
a thing before, had murdered the unhappy Frenchman, under 
the conMction that be waa a supernatuiil being, especially as 
they could not undcistand a word he said 

The aupeiatitions of the Russians aie not wholly confined to 
the lower classes many a time when appioachmg a card-table 
have I been lequcstcd " not to come too neai, lest I should cast 
an m} eyA on tbe caids, and so tuin the luck ," and innumerable 
stones have beeu guvely told me about childien who have 
fallen ill or died from its effects In veiy few honses will they 
allow the nnmbei thirteen at table ind they 11 ill either cause 
one of the party to 'iit apart 01 call an nppei servant to dine, 
BO that there may be fourteen , and they deem it cnlueky to 
hand the salt to any one unless both piities smile at the time. 
They have lucky and unlucky days , if anything were to be 
begun on a Saturday it would bo attended with misfortune, So 
true Russian would ever think of commencing a journey on a 
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Monday, and on enteriag the court-yard of a h fc Id 

omen if the coachman turii the horses' heads 1 

Many also put the greatest faith iti love-ph It an 1 ha ms, 
talismaiis and crosses ; the helief in witches nd 1 t ce 

of sorcery ia universal. If a hare* run acros th \ ath f a 
person meet a priest, it is an unfortunate ome th t s ly be 
averted by thrice spitting over the right sh 11 11m 

the latter case it is thoaght iaetter to return 1 m t if 

the person be going on very important busine u I h mak^ 
a present to the priest and induce Aim to t b t ps. 

"Alexia Ivanowitch," said a gentleman to m d y as 

going to see the emperor this morning, but j t a h wa tu n- 
ing the corner he came upon three popes abreast. As the affair 
on which he was to see hia majesty was a very important one, 
he gave them each five silver roubles to turn back, so that the 
ill luck might be averted." 

" Why does not Cleopatra Gregorovna eat anything ?" asked 
I one day of an acquaintance at a dinner-party, concerning a 
lady who sat opposite to me ; " she looks wretchedly pale and 

" Oh, she CMinot eat anything, she is condemned to a perpet- 
ual fast" (i. e. to eat of lenten dishes only.) 

" Why so ?" 

" Because once, immediately after taking the sacrament, when 
she was a child about nine years old, she had a violent attack 
of vomiting, and the priests ordered that she should fast for the 
rest of her life, as it could only he the Evil One, you know, that 
had possessed her and caused so great a misfortune." 

At another time I was travelling with an old lady who was 
continually taking a little sip of something out of a small phial. 
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Of course I could not ask her wLat it was, and, to tell tbe 
trntii, I began to suspect tev very wrongfully, I was sooq 
undeceived, for the next morning the maid came to my friends 
in great tribulation, saying that her mistress had a bottle of 
helf water, which she (the seryant) had had the misfortune to 
break in the night, and she did not know what would be said 
or done to her if the old lady were told of it for she had caused 
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which she lias undoubtedly ascribed to the virtues of the con- 



tents of her bottle. 

Duricg one of mj visits to Moscow I went into the church of 
Ivan near the Kremlin. I was astonished to see a stouf^Iooking 
woman lying flat on her face on the pavement before one of the 
shrines, and barking like a, dog. The priest was singing a mass, 
but his voice was nearly drowned by the noise she made ; the 
more loudly he sang, the more loudly she barked, and she seemed 
determined, come what woald, to have the best of the duet. A 
crowd of people surrounded the altar, who stood crossing them- 
selves with the greatest devotion, and bowing continually, but 
they did not seem at all surprised at the strange scene they were 
witnessing. A priest or deacon stood by with a tray in his 
hand, to whom many of the devout gave offerings ; and every 
time the chink of the money wag heard, I remarked that the 
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din became greater. At last I asked a bystander wtat it all 
meant, and what particular service was being performed. 

"It is a woman," answered he, "that is possessed of the 
devil. She has latelj arrired in Moscow from a great distance 
on a pilgrimage, and is in hopes of being cured by the saint. 
The, priest is exm-cisiiig the evU spirit." I immediately left the 
church, and never learnt whether he succeeded or not in driving 
ont the demon, who doubtless disappeared when no more contri- 
butions were made to the tray. 

Among the superstitions of the country may bo mcntioaed the 
blessing of the cattle by the priest before they are sent out in the 
spring to graze, and of the diiferent kinds of fruit before they 
are allowed to be sold ia the market. The latter may bo a wise 
law in t!io state of ignorance in which the lower classes are at 
present, for they are just like children and cannot govern their 
appetites, so they would infallibly render themselves ill by 
eating unripe fruit, if their superstition did not act as a check 
upon them. 

The common people really believe that the pictures of saints 
can see what they are doing, A lady told me an amusing anec- 
dote of a servant belon^ng to one of her acquaintances. It was 
during one of the two long fasts ordered by the Greek Church. 
The poor girl was sorely tempted by a can of fresli milk that was . 
brought into the kitchen ; the temptation was too strong, she 
could no longer resist it ; so she took off her apron and threw it 
over the portrait of the Virgin (for in every kitchen, and almost 
in every room, some picture is suspended), being very careful to 
look that there was no hole throngh which she could peep. 
She then turned her back and took a long draught of the deli- 
cious fluid, after which she removed the apron and quietly tied 
it round her waist as before, being perfectly convinced that 
Heaven had been blinded to her backsliding. 

The four besetting sins of the Russian serfs are their propen- 
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sifcy for Ijiog, tiieir deceitful canning, their waat of honesty, and 
their frcqaent intoxication. But nndoabtediy their state of 
slavery, their half-civilized condition, and the demoralizing effects 
of their government have mainly contribated to these grave 
defects. 

Lying is but the handmaid of canning and deceit ; and the 
two latter being iu every known land of despotism and slavery a 
distinctive mark of the people, it would be absurd to espect that 
the Enssians would be exceptions. So deeply-rooted are these 
vices in the national character, that it is rare to hear the truth 
spoken at all : even children will continue stoutly to deny a most 
palpable fact, and persist so resolutely in their falsehood, that 
neither threats, persuasions, nor cnasinga will induce them to 
tell the truth ; no doubt fear is tlie origin of this evil trait. 
When I was staying in the country at about twenty verats from 
Jaroslaf, a quantity Of plate was one day missed after dinner. 
The domestics were all in consternation ; the strictest search 
was made, bat no trace of it could be discovered, when all at 
onee the housekeeper remembered having seen a little village 
girl near the house ; the child used often to corae in the kitchen 
to beg for small scraps of the good tilings left, but had never 
excited suspicion. However, as every otter inquiry had been 
made, she was sent for and interrogated. She was only eight 
years old, and she had been quite a favourite with us all ; there 
was something in her manner that made us think that she knew 
more of the affair than, she chose to tell, and it was decided that 
she should not return home to her parents, but remain with the 
servants antil she had confessed it. The extreme obstinacy and 
firmness with which she withstood every temptation of reward, 
and her constant denial of the truth, were wondevfal, and for 
four whole days she still persisted iu it. At last, finding that 
everybody was convinced that she knew the thief, and seeing that 
we were determined not to let her go, she acknowledged that her 
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parents had instructed her to take the missiDg articles, and 
mentioned where they were hidden. The starosta or headman 
of the neighbouring vill^e was sent for, search was made in the 
cottage, and there were the spoons and forks under a plank in 
the floor, as the child had said. 

Wc onn;ht not to accuse the serfs in general of want of honesty. 
Th y die veiy honeat amoig themielves and towards, tleii pio 
pi ptoi noi will thev often steal what la kis jDperty except r^ 
11 the way cf eatihles to which they wcm to tliiak they have a 
right not do thev con&idei it a theft to tike what they wish 
of tea SQgai coffee A.c In regaid to 'itranger? and foieigneis 
they are not <)o particular fiom them thej take whatever js not 
hkely to be sooa missed , the laws of piopeity are totally for 
jjOttcn but they aio oidiniiily so wietchcdly pool that the 
temptation must be veiy gieat and they have never been tiught 
better or shown a good example The system of contmual beat 
m^ has neiei vet succeeded in teiching my people 

In regard t then want of sobiietv they mubt be judged with 
the greatest indulgence I have leferred before to the induce- 
ments held out to them to these we must add then excessively 
cold climate which rendci 'iome st mulint almost Lecessary 
and the love of etcitemeat j revals'nt in all links in Russia in 
the upper clashes thit la gratified by public amusements but in 
the lower hj the gaiety and forgetfulness nduced by intoxica- 
tion We must ]( ty the pooi Russians lather than con lemn 
them and earnestly piay foi the time when their rulers will see 
that true powei consiit? in then enlightenment rather than in 
then demor-tlization 

I lemember when the last levolution took place in Fiance 
and Louis Philippe was obhged to fly the country, it became the 
topic of conversation in a large evening party ; the Russians 
there present exnltingly esckimed that the two greatest nations 
in the world, namely, Russia and England, in the midst of all the 
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conntriea of Europe, were alone tranquil and unshalcen, even by 
the agitation and throes of monarchies surrounding them on all 
sides. 

"Yes," said a gentleman near me, in an under tone, "bis 
excellency says trnly, but he forgets to add that there U a slight 
difference in the two people : yours is the repose of the living, 
but ours is tht slumber of the. dead. Russia should have for its 
flag a death's head and the motto Eesitrgam.'" 
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CHAPTEE XII. 



nclpled proprletora— OpinioB 



Mb OLIPHA^T la his interesting account of hia voyage down the 
"V olga ment ona hiving fallen in with a vulgar landowner, who 
nas add tted to habits of intemperance, and who was the envy 
f ill 1 ecauae he was rich enough to become intoxicated on 
hn%l ah hottled porter TJudoahtedly tbere are such low cha- 
lacter^ to be met with, bnt I believe they form exceptions 
to the gene ^1 lule foi I n.ust 'iaj that, as far as it was possible 
f 1 me to jnlge the Knded propnetors in Russia are for the 
most pait a ^ery diffeient class of individnals ; they are not 
perhipa vei) leflned or well mformpd — far fi-om it ■ and it is not 
po s bio that in the existing state of things tl ey could become 
so Many of them live with the i families on their estates s ir 
lounded bv their erft. , then mode of eiistence is monotonoas 
e ongb and only varied by in occaaioi il visit to the cap ta\ or 
io the neighbouring town , the friends with whom they aie 
acquainted are similarly situated with themselves When ne 
coisider the immense distance the cities are apart the total 
w li t of good load and the wide e'tteut of the r estates it would 
be ridiculons to expect the high polish and great information 
that can only be attained by constant intercourse in good society 
and in civilized capitals. Supposing that a century ago, in the 
times of oui' fox-hunting squires, a traveller had accidentally met 
one of them in an intoxicated state on board of a Yarmouth 
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hoy ; he certainly, if he had no other opportunity of judging of 
the state of ciyilizatiou in the rural districts of England, would 
have entertaiued anything but au exalted idea of its excellence. 
As far as it has been possible for a lady to remark, I have every 
reason to feel respect for the country ladies and gentlemen of 
tlie interior of Russia. Their hospitality is uubonnded ; tiiey are, 
for the moat part, humane to the serfs, are kind-hearted in the 
true sense of the word, and exceedingly amiable and polite to 
Tiiero is very little ceremony, but mnob more 
n their welcome, and, rather than allow their guests 
to return home at night, they will put themselves to any incon- 
venience, and turn every apartment in the house into a sleeping- 
room, cause beds to be made np on sofas and chairs, and find 
accommodation for a couple of dozen acquaintaeces with as 
little care about the trouble it gives them as if it were merely a 
shake-down of straw ia the stable : their principal concern is 
that everybody should be as comfortable as possible aud stms 
g&ne in their house ; and what ia more, the guests are welcome 
to stay as long as they please — one night or six. 

The serfs are better off if the proprietor resides on the estate 
all the year : it is the land-stewai-da that make the most tyran- 
nical and oppressive masters : being very often foreigners, 
generally Germane, tiicy have no sympathy for the Russian 
ra.ce, and have besides two pockets to fill — their own and 
their employers'. They ail seem to think that the poor peasants 
arc fair game, and it ia their object to squeeze as much out of 
them as possible. I have often accompanied my friends on 
visits to the country seats in the interior, and I speak from 
experience. In Kovogorod, Jaroslaf, Kastroma, Vologda, 
Twei, Moscow, and othei provinces, I have found many 
estimable people, ready to offer the same kindness and hospi- 
tality Some of the pioprictors undoubtedly abuse their power, 
are ciucl to their people, vicious, intemperate, grasping, and 
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hateful ; of tliem I speak chiefly by report ; they are not often 
met in really good society, and their company is generally 
avoided hy families of respectability. 

There is veiy little of the couiHiy to be seen on the post toads, 
which geueially tun in a straight line thiongh foiests, plains, 
ind morasses , and there being few elevatioa<!, there aro no 
extensive views Were there snch, many beautiful spots mi^ht 
be discoveted, widely sepatated fiom each other it li tiue, but 
lOUSMting of woods and lake«, with hills to lary the sceneiy, 
■verdant islands bete and theie in the broad sheets of water, 
teflected as la a mitror in the cleat blue surface The white 
house of the noble propnetoi, halfbnried amid the trees, and 
clo^e by the chutch with gilded dome belonging to the estate, 
in whiLh both lotd and setf offer up then prayers every f^unday 
ind saint'E hohiky It is a difteieut landacape in every icspett 
fiom those m Old Englaud, but it is bpintifnl nevortheless aad 
somehow becomes more flimly impiessed on the memory than a 
moie cultivated one, perhaps because there is raoie of natuie 
in it 

It IS dreaty enough m the winter, when the ice his closed 
over the lake, aad the trees have lost then foltiQ;e , when the 
bnow lies thiee or fom feet deep, lite a white sheet ovei ill, 
ipndertng it impossible to distinguish lind from i^ater and 
ilenee ind sohtudo hold tlieii desolite e ^a PI t> of m olv 
ind bears then mfesfc the woods nea the ho e i d w tl 
tfilthy step run across the fiozen snrf e of tl e lake wl le t 
few melancholy crows and sparrows hover n the v c n ty of the 
village. 

Tiie wolves iie =ometimes lendeied so boll by fam e tlat 
they will devour tlie dog-i belonaini; to the villagers ; and if an 
unlucky cow or hoisc be left out of the byie, its bones are the 
only relies remammg of ifc in the motniug One winter they 
even ate up a poot sentinel, vihose posf was near the palace at 
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Twer, and who had probably fallen asleep ; bnt they seldom 
attack men except whea driven to desperation. 

A dreadful anecdote was told me of a peasant woman and ber 
children, who were crossing the forest that stretched for many 
miles between her isba and the neighboaring village. They 
were in one of those small country sledges, ia shape something 
like a boat, drawn by a single horse, Suddenly they heard 
a rustling sound among the trees ; it was bnt faint at first, but 
it rapidly approached ; the instinct of the affrighted steed told 
him that danger was near at hand, he rnshed on with redoubled 
speed. Presently the short yelp of a wolf aroused the mother ; 
she started up and gazed around ; to her terror she beheld a 
mighty pack of wolves sweeping across the frozen snow, in full 
cry npon their traces. She seized the whip, and endeavoured by 
repeated blows to urge on the fear-stricken horse to even 
greater swiftness. The poor animal needed no incentive to 
hasten his steps, but his force was weil-nigh spent ; his convul- 
sive gasping showed how painfully his utmost energies were 
exerted. " But courage ! there is hope 1 the village is in sight I 
far off it is true, bat we shall gain it yet I" So thought the 
unhappy mother as she cast a look of horror on the hnngry 
savage beasts that were following in the rear, and saw that 
they were rapidly gaining upon her. JTow they are near 
enough for her to see their open mouths and hanging tongues, 
their fiery eyes and bristling hair, as they rush on with unrelent- 
ing speed, turning neither to the right nor to the left, bnt 
steadily pursuing their horrible chace. At last they came near 
enough for their eager breathing to be heard, and the foremost 
wsis within a few yards of the sledge ; the overspent horse 
flagged in his speed ; all hope seemed lost, whea the wretched 
woman, frantic with despair, caught up one of her three children 
and threw him into the midst of the pack, trusting by this 
means to gain a little time by which the others might bo saved. 
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i£e was devoured ia au instant; anil the famislierl nolves, 
\iliodB appetite it hail only served to whet, agaiu ruahed 
after the retreating family. The second and the third infant 
were sacrificed in the same dreadful manner ; but now the 
village was gained. A peasant came out of an isba, at the 
sight of whom the wolves fell back. The almost insensible 
woman threw herself out of the sledge, and, when she could 
find sufficient strength to speak, she related the fearful danger 
in which she had been, and the horrifile means she had employed 
to escape from it. 

'■ And did you throw them all to the wolves, even the little 
baby you held in your arms ?" exclaimed the horror-stricken 
peasant. 

" Yes, all I" was the reply. 

The words had scarcely escaped from the white lips of the 
miserable mother, wben the man laid ber dead at his feet with a 
single blow of the axe with which he was cleaving wood when 
she arrived. He was arrested for the murder, aud the case was 
decided by the Emperor, wlw pardmied him, wisely making 
allowance for his agitation and the sudden impulse with which 
horror and indignatiou. at the unnatural act had inspired him. 

When I was passing through a village in Olonetz, I remarked 
that the people were in great agitation. Upon asking the 
reason of it, the postmaster informed me that a child had been 
carried off by the wolves in the eveniug, and that the parents 
were half-distracted with grief at its loss. 

Once I had a little adventure myself with one of these animals. 
It was in the autnmn, and I very imprudently went to walk in a 
wood at a considerable distance from the house ; presently I saw 
what I thought was a village dog, for there is much resemblance 
between the two. I wondered what it could do so far from a 
dwelling, and I noticed that whithersoever I went the creature 
followed, keeping a watchful eye on all my movements. I was 
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engaged in picking hazel-nuts, and for a long time tlie idea of its 
being a wolf never entered my mind ; but all at oace the thought 
struclc me : I however did not attempt to run away, as it would 
have been highly dangerous to have done so ; but gradually 
backed out of the wood, keeping my face towards my companion. 
Tlje animal advanced step by step as I retreated ; fortunately I 
had not long to play the part, for I soon reached the open space ; 
when I did so, and fonnd I was no longer followed, I hastened 
home as quickly aa possible. Search was instantly made by tho 
villagers on the spot, and an enormons she-wo!f and her cubs 
were fonnd close by. She was apparently watching my steps, to 
see if I were going near her little ones ; had I dono so she 
would instantly have attacked me. My friends all congratulated 
me on my escape, and indeed I had reason to be thankful. 

I do not know how true it may be, but wolf-hunters have 
often told rao that the pack is almost always led by a female : 
that when a he-wolf is killed, the others will frerjuently stop and 
devour him ; but if a sfie-wolf fall, they have never been known 
to do so, and at the cry of a she-wolf hundreds of animals will 
rush out of the forest to her assistance. 

The amusements of the country ladies in the winter are very 
few— driving out in sledges, practising on the piano, and reading 
French novels, are the principal ones, now and then varied by a 
visit to a friend's house. They find ocuapatto-n, in their household 
affairs and in embroidery, cliieHy in Berlin work. 

The gentlemen who are fond of sport make up hunting parties, 
their game being bears and wolves : the former are hnnted out 
by dogs and peasants and then shot, but there are several ways 
employed to destroy the latter. Sometimes a dozen sportsmen 
collect, and all go out in a large sledge capable of containing 
the whole party : they are well provided with powder and shot, 
a long rope, a bag of hay, a young pig, and plenty of refresh- 
inents to keep them in good humour. When they have reached 
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a part of the country well known as being the resort of wolyes 
they prepare for the spoit the man lerrant who hjs charge of 
fcho pig gives its tail two oi thiee pulls which hia the de& red 
effect of causing aa miny load squeaks , the ha^ of hiy to 
which the rope is attached is tlien thrown out behind in 1 ti iila 
after the sledge A few moie pulls at the tul and a fevi moie 
squeaks as thoy go on cause the rushing sound of wolve'i to be 
heard at a distance an 1 ^ ery soon the pack is in sight all eagei 
to obtain the damtv bit of pork whioh the rounds wain them 
must be somewheie near at hind then jjeeuhar yelp brings 
others out of the foicfts nho ill join m the pursml The 
repeated squeaks of the pooi pig conYince them that it is nght 
ahead, and they fancy it mnst be m the big of hay consequently 
all their efforts ire to reach it whilst ts fast as thej idvanee 
i\ilhin gun-shot they ne picked off by the iiiles of the hunters 
the bodies are left on the '.now but the ppmants ire &ent 
the next day to p ck them up as then skins aie yaluahle to 1 ne 

loiks n ith 
An oH gentlcmin nith whom some of mj fiiends weie 

ic Hinted ms w fend of this sport that even when years 
h \ lendered him too feeble to take his pliee nith the others he 

ften acenmpamed them in hi& close ciiiiage and u ed to flie 
upon the wolves fiom the window One day he shtt an oiiDr 
u o a one that fell as he thought dead on the snow it lay 
J eilectly q net and motionless, he saw that it wis roundel 
i r its blood had alreilj dyed the giouni and the old hpoit', 
man, delighted with hi& auecess descended from lii cirnige 
determined upon sei/ing his piev to show it as a triphy to his 
companions, who were now a considerable distmce m idrince 
The cunning wclf let him come quite close without showing the 
slightest sign of hfe he then saddenly sprang up seized the old 
gentleman by the throit ind toie it so dreadfully before the 

coachman could i iteifeie thit he exfned almoot instantly The 
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aiiimil had it ippeirs only been iliglitlj wouidrd ind was 
enabled to make good his escape into tbt foiest 

Tiie snmraei amusemeut-. aie igiee^ble in the country, and 
are enjoyed with greatei zeat on iccount of the long dreary win- 
ter ind tlie weaiiuesa induced by LOntinuilly gazing on snowy 
plama duiiLg the previous sis monthi &o stouPi has the ice 
disappeared than summer commencts. , the ground quickly be- 
comes coveied with verdure the trees ivith foliagi, aid number- 
less hiies of the valley and buttercups (but no pinkTedged daisies, 
alas I) are to be seen intermixed with what we call Canterbury- 
bells and various other wild flowers : even the dog-rose is often 
met with. There are no hawthorn-bnshes, or May-hedges, or 
honeysuckles, or wild vines, blue-bells, cow-slips, or violets, such 
as we see iu the shady lanes of merry England ; but the linden- 
flowers,* the white blossoms of the mouctain-asb, the bright 
flowers of the fiax-fields, the varied forest tints, from that of the 
sombre pine to the light birch, the beautiful sky, and the majes- 
tic eagle floating magnificently on the air, are sufficient to inspire 
us with admiration. 

Immense qnantities of strawberries aud raspberries grow wild 
in Russia, also red and black currants are frequently met with 
in the woods. In the northern provinces there is a kind of yel- 
low fruit, in shape like a mulberry, called maroshca, which makes 
an excellent preserve, and is also used medicinally as a remedy 
for the dropsy. Various wild berries, such as cranberries, bil- 
berries, &c., abound in tiie forests, and numberless species of 
mushrooms ; of all these they make preserves and pickles, which 
they use in the long winter-season as a substitute for fresh 
vegetables. The peas ant- women and children gather them in 
great quantities and carry them about for sale, by which means 
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they obtain a little money for the winter. A party of these vil- 
lagers, with their prettily-shaped baskets made of Hrch-bark ia. 
their hands, and wearing their national costnme, make interest- 
ing groups of figures, beStting admirably their native landscape. 

There is something quite classic ia the Russian dress, and we 
frequently stood to admire the people at their employment. The 
straight, half-moon shaped head-dress of the girls is almost a 
copy of that on Diana's brow ; the narrow hand confining the 
hair of the men could find its counterpart on many antique heads; 
the closely-setting folds of the women's sarafane are very like 
those in Greek paintings and on Etrnscan vases ; the loose shirts 
tied round the waist worn by the men, their moustached and 
beaided faces, looked veij like tlie flgnies on [he fiieies of the 
Athenian temples Peihips the readei may smile at the idea 
of comparmg the half civilized boors of Russia with the produc- 
tions of the celebrated Phidias , but let him see those people in 
their native villager, not wrapped up in their sheep,.kin-coatB, 
bat m their 'iummei attire, tud he will alter his opimon ; or let 
him witness a " chaiiotiace" between two peasants standing 
npiight la their small country carts and driving at the top of 
their horses' speed, holding the reins with outstretched arms, 
their heads uncovered, their fine fignies clothed in the red or 
white shirt flnttetin^ in the wind, and their faces, if not clas- 
eicaljy handsome, not devoid of manly beauty, and say then 
whethei it does not leciU to his mind the Greek chariot-races 
such at, weie depicted when Gieece wn' Greece 

During the summer the inl 1 "t t f R " n ! ' t u 1" e 
almost entirely out of doors ; tb h m g u d r 

the trees, reading or smokin ( m b d ra k ) 

embroidering, and chatting, oh h n m pa - 

ties to look for mushrooms, \hih a dahir 

tables. Nothing indeed can b m ha b a 

country-house ; everything is w T 
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no NATIONAL DANCE. 

is not that splendour and opulence which we see in England ; 
on the contrary, the rooms are but scantily famished — ^only what 
is absolntely necessary for use is kept there, excepting when the 
family reside entirely on their estates, for the summer season 
lasts bat two or tliree months ia the year, so it would be scarce- 
ly worth while to go to the expense and trouble of keeping up 
an establishment there for the other ten. The peasants haye 
their own recreations, and Tery often on Sunday afternoon they 
assemble before the proprietor's house, all dressed in their best, 
and dance and sing, not only for their own amnsement, but be- 
cause they think it agreeable to their master and mistress, who, 
■with their family and guests, come out in the balcony to see 
them, and to scatter apples, sweetmeats, bonbons, and smalt 
coin among them, which they are quite as eager to scramble for 
as so many children. 

Some of their dances are extremely pretty, and others are 
monotonous. I remember at one of the village fotcs a handsome 
young girl and a fine-lootLng man of about twenty-two stepped 
out from a group of their companions and performed a pas-de- 
deus, the national dance jiar excellmcc. 

The girl had on the pecnliar head-dress, her long hair hanging 
in a thick plait down the middle of her back ; a crimson silk 
sarafane trimmed viith gold lace and gilt buttons tip the front ; 
her white chemise gathered into a band ronnd her shoulders and 
fastened before, the full sleeves tied up with sky-Hue ribbon ; 
gold-embroidered shoes from Tajock completed her costume. 
Her partner wore a crimson shirt confined with a narrow silver 
band round the waist (the peasants wear the shirt outaide) over 
very full black velvet inexpressibles, the lower ends thrnst into 
black leather boots. The dance was descriptive of courtship. 
At first the advances were treated with disdain ; the suitor was 
not discouraged, he still hoped : he again made advances ; she 
began to relent, then seemed pleased ; he inspired her Vfith love, 
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but resolved to punish her former contempt with coldness. They 
at last become reconciled, and, after deraonstrating their mutual 
happinesa, the performance finished. Another dance, of which 
the villagers seemed very fond, was one in which a young man 
was enclosed in a circle of girls, who all joined hands and pre- 
vented him from breaking through the ring. 

There is a game they very often used to play called garelki. 
They stand in a long doable column, one pair behind the other, 
with a single one as leader. On the signal being given he runs 
forward as fast as he can ; the two next endeavour to catch 
hira ; he or she that succeeds has him as partner, and the other 
takes his place, and so on in succession until the whole party are 

If this appear too Arcadian a pictnre, it is at least a true one ; 
but it must be remembered that these are the bright hours of 
their existence. God knows that they hive many a stormy day 
full of toil and trouble, suffering and alaveiy to counterbalance 
the few pleasures they have in 1 fe even fhoug'Ii they should 
have the good fortune to be under a kmd proprietoi and it is a 
real happiness to see them joyous and raeny ometimes 

The serfs belonging to inhuman and cruel landowneia oi 
ground down by the merciless grasping of a stew aid must sufter 
incredible hardships — they are at the mercy of eveiy one ind 
find none merciful. I have heard tales of their wrongs and 
dreadful evils in the provinces thit it was impossible to listen to 
^vithout indignation, and a hearty detestation of those by vihom 
they were inflicted. 

A few years ago, during our stay in the country, there was 
quite a famine in some of the provinces, Kow, by the law, each 
proprietor mnst have granaries on his estates, and keep a certain . 
quantity of corn in store, in order to be provided against such a 
misfortune. It was just at the time that England was buying 
up large provisions of grain for the Irish, and w 
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paying verj high prices m foreign marltets. The landowners in 
Enssia, tempted by tMs, actually sent millions of tctctvas of corn 
out of the country, and left their own peopip in a state of abso- 
Inte starvation : they emptied the granai e? ind tl e unhippy 
serfs were reduced to dreadful extremit es It is tiuo tl it the 
crown appoints officers to visit the estates and see that the gra 
naries are filled ; but any one who has been in Rn? la knows 
well bow easy it is to bribe them, and mduce them for the sake 
of a few Tonbles, to shut their eyes to abuf.es and their ears to 
complaints. If the Emperor could hiye kn)wn it the pec 
serfs would hayc found a protector, bat how was he to be 
informed of it? The officers sent affirmed that the giinaries 
were full, and reported them a-, snch to their superiois Fe« of 
the slaves can ever escape to make their complaints in peison, 
and, even if they should do so, the chances are that their owner 
has friends at court, who make out that the accusation is false, 
that the serfs are discontented, lazy, and disobedient, and deserv- 
mg of punishment. I recollect seeing some slaves once in the 
country driven to their work by soldiers with bayonets fixed, 
and they had chains on their legs as if they were common con- 
victs. We were told that they liad gone to St. Petersburg to 
make some complaint ; that the Emperof had caused inquiries 
to be made, and, finding them to blame, had commanded that 
they should be sent back to the estate and made to work in the 
condition in which we saw them. 

The upper class of the land-proprietors are often estimable peo- 
ple, but there are others unprincipled and immoral, intemperate 
and debased, unworthy of the position they hold, and of whom 
fearful and disgusting tales are told enough to make one shudder 
that they should possess any power over their fellow creatures. 
No wonder that the Uiiasians look forward to a revolution, for, 
let the people be ever so patient, there is a measure of evil which 
cannot he borne forever. 
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Am til ppe 1 tb 1 whom I have heard 

1 m t th t f I 3 ^ P t^sii' ^°P^ I'oi" tiie 

t m wh th f f w Id 1 be known in the 

Idltthy mlt gdt klf necessary evii in 
tl p t d t f tl t >, as ry it can scarcely 

1" w U th k th t th fa few years under 

h 1 ht d g m t f E gl d th natiTti of New 

Zell, t It Imt Id community, the 

1 1 f nit t f th E. mind would ensure 

m t th p p! as p 1 1 the maruh of intelli- 
g d t U t 



ism. jy Google 
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Gorermnent emphj/is, their Bervilily— BisencsB, ana Its fr 



cqIdd^I — Array regulation — A coli^nel in the Oaucasus — Why ihe p&tpld are cresLl*d- 

The most detestably mean class in Russia are certainly the 
government employis. There is no baseness too base^ no dis- 
honesty too dishonest, no cringing too low, no Ho too barefaced, 
no time serving too y'le for tliem "Do yon see those men in 
then eold laced coati coclied hats swords and iibbons f ' saida 
governor's Kdy to me one day , they are ill coming to eon 
gratulate my husband Theie js not one but would tlimk it in 
honour to wipe the du=!t off his shoes " I feii ilthough ie\ere 
she 'ipoke the truth and knew well Iiow to appicciite tlie char 
aoter of hei conntiymen Theie aie as fii as ise could learn, 
few exceptions to this '^eivility and unfortunately it <(eems to 
run thiough the whole ot the different official i \iiks in Russia 
It begins at the be^nnmg the ministers ciinge to the Empe 
lor the heads of the depaitments to the miniiters the empl&ijis 
to then, chieis and so on donn to the vciy lowest wiitei oi clerk 
receiving pay from the government ; and, what is worse, every 
one has his price according to liis rank. When I waa staying 
at the house of a provincial governor, the Emperor paid a visit 
to the place, and walked up and down in front of tho station 
talking to his Excellency. His Majesty had no sooner left the 
town than the heads of the departments, the military officers, 
police, and em^loyh rushed in full dress to the governor's to oft'er 
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their congratulations on tlie occasion. If ho had been promised 
the inheritance of the imperial crown itself, they could scarcely 
hare magnified the honour more, or proffered a greater amount 
of flattery and adulation than they did on this event. 

There were two of the employes in the province of which I 
apeak who were exceptions to this -. the governor respected 
them accordhigly ; they were almost daily at his house, and he 
esteemed them highly ; tiiey were the two principal adjutants, 
and were honourable men. Neither of these gentSemen came to 
congratulate the governor upon the occasion to which I hare 
referred. One of them came in the evening, as usual, to take 
tea. He sat almost in silence, and seemed much out of spirits : 
at last he arose, and complainiug of a headache, asked if we 
would like to take a walk round the garden, Madame declined, 
but I arose and aecompanied him. As soon as we had reached 
the broad avenue, I said, — 

" I fear it is more than a headache that you are suffering 
from ; yon LavG been annoyed by something." 

" You are right, Madame," answered he ; "I am vexed and 
ashamed when I think that I am obliged to be the witness of 
such degrading baseness in my own country-people as was shown 
to-day. What a dreadful thing ifc is that men should so lower 
themselves, and vilify the image in which they have been cre- 
ated 1" He stopped suddenly, and he seemed overwhelmed with 
sorrow. 

"They will behave more nobly," I said, " when more enlight- 

" Never, never !" he exclaimed, " until a dreadful revolution 
has swept over the land, and destroyed every vestige of the 
government now existing, and of the corruption throaghoat every 

" Hush I you must not talk so, Dmitri Ivanowitch ; sappose 
any one should hear you." 
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" I am quite glad," he replied, " tbat I have bad an opportu- 
nity of telling my feelings to some one ; I know I am safe in 
speaking to an English person. Yoa can sympathize in our 
cause of grief, as yours is a free nation." 

Poor man ! such noble sentiments were almost a misfortune 
to one condemned to serye in Russia. 

" Without being base, it is impossible to get on," was the 
remark of another Russian to me one day. 

The general rule certainly seems to be, that every encourage- 
ment shall he given to slavishness, and none to nobility of sonl. 
"Do yoti know," said Dmitri Ivanowitch one day, "do you 
know why there are so miny meiu people ? It is this : a young 
m f pi t tl vice with the determination to 

k p p h t f h and integrity, and he does so 

f m t m 11 p ty i ill tho mean while he sees 

th wJ ra hip rise over his head in reward 

ft! h g t dit for being honourably poor ; 

h w f tl 1 t f 1 our, and so gi-adaally becomes 

d bo. d as th th 

Th t f th mi ; the senators assemble at the 

ministerial department in St. Petersburg. Their duties cannot 
be very fatiguing, as they consist in saying, " Sa Majest6 a par- 
faitement raison" to everything that is proposed. One wonld be 
apt to think, also, that the law must be an easy study, as on the 
first page of the statute-book it is announced that everything is 
according to the will of the Emperor. 

I am certain that the dishonourable actions to which many of 
these mifloyis are addicted, and which I myself have witnessed, 
would scarcely be credited in England, where officers and gentle- 
men are synonymous terms. One day we saw an officer boldly 
pocket some money belonging to hia neighbour, at cards. 
Another slipped some concert-tickets up his sleeve, that were 
the property of my friend. We bolh saw him do it, but neither 
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of ua coald accuse him to his face. Many a time things were 
missing that could hare been missing in no other way. One day 
a young officer called while the family were at dinner. The foot- 
man very carelessly had reqneBted him to enter one of the draw- 
ing-rooma whilst he went and informed his master. He came 
back in a minute or two, and begged him to wait a little, but 
the officer politely said that ho did not wish to derange the din- 
ner-party, and, as he had to call elsewhere, he would shortly 
return. Ho then went away. No sooner had he done so than 
the servant discovered that his lady's watch had disappeared. 
The police were not informed of it, out of respect to Ma uncle, 
who was of rank. 

Bribery is everywhere practised. There are some honourable 
men among the emfloy&s, undoubtedly, but they are generally so 
wretchedly poor, that really the temptation must be almost irre- 
sistible. Their pay from the government is so small that they 
can scarceiy supply themselves with shoes and gloves out of it ; 
so the money must be obtained somehow to enable them to make 
a genteel appearance. A few have, perhaps, private property, 
but the major part have only their appointment. 

From all that is told concerning them, the Russo-Gtermans 
seem to be the most rapacious of any people in the country : 
they are the most cringing when in an inferior station, and the 
most tyrannical and merciless when in power. 

" Immense numbers of our officers are Germans," said a noble- 
man to me. " Thej enter the service, and, as they have their 
fortune to make, they will submit to all sorts of insults, cringe 
and curry favour with their superiors, and do anything to get 
on. Now, a Russian will not do that ; ho will throw up his 
coramissioR and leave the service npoii a very slight provoca- 
tion." My experience did not enable me to agree with him. 

" Every roan has his price," is said to have been ono of Sir 
Eobert Walpole's axioms ; had lie lived in Russia, he would 
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liave nearly hit the tiuth aul he mi^ht hiie addtcl iTciy 
woman," too. 

A ladj in St. Petei'iiimg «hose husb'ind wis indehtPd to the 
crown in the eura of about ten thousand silver rubles and had 
not the means, oi peihaps the will to pay it hit upon the iol 
lowing espedient — It was the mniveifiaiy of the marriage of a 
personage of the most exalted rank bo she tio ght fit to alditss 
a, letter of humble congiatulafiona on th o a on Humble 
enough! for it began thus, — If a o m a In [Oi the 
earth dare to offer," &g., &c., throu h a eo pie of i a es all in 
the same style. The letter deserve 1 to be ke[t we t o iy as 
a cariosity of literature, and to p e e t as an es t „ proof 
to what grovelling meanness a human being can descend. It 
was not in this light, howeyer, that it was regarded by the per- 
sonage to whom it was sent, or by those who had thipleamre of 
perusing it. The entire household was in an extasy of admira- 
tion for three whole days concerning Madame K— aka's beauti- 
ful address to the B . The writer obtained what she so 

ardently desired ; the debt was remitted. When I state that 
this was the person mentioned in a former chapter as having 
caused her poor servants' hair to be cut off, her character can 
be justly appreciated. 

One day we went to pay a visit to an old lady. As all the 
drawing-rooms were thrown open for the reception of visitors, I 
committed no solecism of etiquette in rising to take a nearer 
view of some beautiful English engravings, of which I caught a 
glimpse in the next room. I was surprised and rather annoyed 
to find that I was followed, stop by step, by the old lady herself, 
and that every movement of mine was closely watched by her. 
X was so vexed that I returned to my seat without having had 
the pleasure I expected. On going home, I mentioned the cir- 
cumstance to my friend. " You must not be surprised at it, ma 
cljSre," answered she, " for really you do not know how many 
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things are lost ia such parties from the too great admiration of 
the visitors." At a ball, it ia qoite disgraceful to see the quaa- 
tifcies of sweetmeats aud fruit the ladies and gentlemen put into 
their pockets. The rush into the refreshment-room, when it is 
thrown open, is quite disgusting ; it can be compared to nothing 
else than a awarm of locusts, and they leave the same desolation 
behind them. "When the ladies go into the dressing-room, they 
will often actually take the packet of white gloTes or hair-puis, 
which it is the custom to place on the toilette-table ia case any 
of the visitors should require them. It would really be an 
insult to the lowest peasant in England to suspect him of such 
meanness as one meets with every day among the employes and 
soi-disant gentlemen and ladies in Eussia. Dmitri Ivanowitch 
was perhaps right in saying that nothing but the huificane of 
revolution could clear the social atmosphere of its corruption. 
Perhaps the figure of Justice on the outside of the ministerial 
department in St. Petersburg is an unintentional satire upon the 
state of affairs within 

Everybody seems to think that he is jlaeed in an office for no 
othei purpose than to fill h s own pockets and it is astonishing 
w th what rap d ty he manaf^es to do so especially if there be 
any public work on hand "We were staymg in one of the pro- 
vinces throigh which the ralwayfiom Moscow to St, Peters- 
bnrg rnas While it nas being constructed, the fortunes made 
by the engineers ind e nphjis were aatomsMng : from having 
noth ^ at all they soon acquired estates, and became qnite 
rich and that at the expei se of the ciown and of the miserable 
snf that Hbouied on tl e load Once when the trains began 
to lun we went to a f icn c by one ot them When we stopped 
at the Stat on we found ibout four lui lied of the workmen 
assembled They eageily asked it tie governor were of the 
partv Being told that he was t ot but that his lady was 
amoi^ ni they eirneatly be 'gel to see her. She very kindly 
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came at their request. We then heard a sad story, showing tlie 
way in which these poor people were treated ; tlie.y had not 
been paid any wages for six weeks ; their rations weris bad ; 
and, more than that, a dreadful fever, something like the plague, 
had broken out among tlicra, which had not been reported, and 
they said that their companions had perished by scores, and had 
been baried, like so many doga, in the morasses along the line. 
The wretched looks and half-clad bodies of these ill-aaed men 
bore witness to their unhappy state, and showed too plainly how 
they had been wronged by the rapacity of the government 



The poliee-maiter and the officer of gensdarmes, with some of 
the chief engineers, were of the party. They pretended utter 
ignorance of the whole affair, and wished to make every one 
believe that they were quite shocked to hear of it ; but 
undoubtedly they knew well whither the money had gone. 
They made so plausible a tale, and put so fair a face on the mat- 
ter, telling the poor serfs that they would see it all righted, 
that one would have deemed them their guardian angels, instead 
of their robbers ; not so thought the unhappy peasants, if one 
might judge by the look of despair and hopelessness that they 
cast on each other. They too well knew that vengeance would 
fall on them for daring to make the complaints we had heard, 
and that they had only rendered their condition infinitely more 
wretched than before. 

At another time a large body of the serfs from the railway 
came to the governor's hoase, and made simOar complaints ; they 
waited and saw his excellency themselves, and he immediately 
caused their wages to be paid. 

As for the police, they have been spoken of elsewhere, bat I 
cannot avoid mentioning in what manner the chief master of the 
provincial police is regarded by the governor. He seems to be 
a kind of head laeqncy, who is expected to run about as an 
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errand-boy \a\ 1o jfif iin ill the diity « 3ik of tlie ^sieio 
me lit. 

The police master of a proimcnl cipital m whitli we weie 
residiag was a colonel in tlie aimy six feet high and stoat in 
proportioa yet wlien he used to come to make the daily 
reports, he stood with the humility of a servant before hn mis 
ter, and boio ali the insulting speechea lud -ill the opprobrious 
names that the governoi chose to bestow upon him without 
showing the ka^t ludigmtion it them He looked juit like a 
great ovei grown eLhoolbuy bemg SLilded by i little old 
pedagogue 

In regard to the militaiy it they aie gentlemen by education 
and fortuiu. they behave as anch , but the major pait having 
nothing but their piy, lesJit to the sime un|Uat meanij as the 
government ofatiiU and the pooi soldiers suffer dreadfuUv from 
the injastjce of then superiors I lielieve then lot is not quite 
so miseralDle in the capital as m the piovmcea beciuse by 
chance abuses may c me to the Empeioi's knowledf^e , but it is 
a fact that sentinels on duty hive fiequently as ne were passing 
begged in an ondei tone a few copeuks to buy themselves bread , 
they saw perhap-i poor men t thit we weio foreign ladies and 
Eot likely to tell One of them assured ua find tiom all that I 
know to he tiue theie is no reason to think he spoke filbely) 
that he was really moie than half staryed, and was ^o contina 
ally tormented by incessant cravii^ that it nearly drove him 
mad. 

How many of the grand dinners given by the colonel are paid 
for by the hunger of the unhappy soldiers of his regiment, his 
conscience (if a Russian colonel have one) can best decide. 
Russians havo often said in my hearing that they would prefer 
being colonels to having the rank of general, because the former 
have so many more advantages in a pecuniary view. It is true 
that there is an army regulation, that, when a general is sent 
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down from St. Petersburg into the provinces (which takes place 
at certain intervals) to review the troops and to inspect military 
matters, he can call anj man he pleases out of the ranks, and, 
taking liim aside, ask him questions as to whether he has any 
cause for complaint regarding his rations, clothing, &c., against 
his colonel or eoramandlng of&cer. It is supposed to be strictly 
confidential, and to be kept a great secret. The plan is cer- 
tainly a good one, and was established for a humane purpose, 
to remove abuses as much as possible, and would doubtlessly act 
aa a ch k f th w y t 1 1 i p 1 in the gene- 

rals ; b t f ni 11 th t w h h d fh t mst be & bold 

one wh w 1 1 1 t t 11 tl t th th U be too many 

opport nt t mk hmflh mm 1 Tecgoance ja 
case it h uld b 1 1 1 I L h d R ans relate the 
m<Kt d adiul t 1 f th w y n wh h th j soldiers in the 
Oancas t t d S m y th h ther of a lady 

we knew St P t 1 ( t w th m wh suffered from 
the bii' h 1 fT ffi ) 1 j d„m t for his conduct 

in the Caucasus ; he had so starved his miserable regiment, and 
given such bad food for the men's use, that a pestilence broke 
out among them, and Us se mouraient comme des mou,c/ies, as it was 
said. It took half his fortune to bribe the authorities to hush 
the matter up. In fact, from all that is seen and heard in Rus- 
sia, one would think that the lower classes are created expressly 
to become the prey of the upper, just as we see the smaller fish 
serve to support the larger, or to he regarded merely as a breed 
of sheep whoso fleece the farmer takes whenever he pleases to 
do so. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 



aend— Horror of death— j 
on-PUgrLms- A pilgrlmag 



Th Ri n hu hes are mucli decorated internally ; in some, 
d d t f tti m, the walla aro entirely cOTered with the 
p t f tie Virgin and Child, and, the Protestavit will 

b h k d t of the Creator also, who is generally repre- 

t 1 1 th £ ure of an aged man with long white hair and 
I d h tl t angle or symbol of the Godhead eitlier in his 

h d b h h ad. He ia sometimes represented as sitting 
on tt 1 1 w tk his foot pla.ced on the earth or globe ; indeed 
1 p t 1 t pp ared to be merely a copy of the heathen 
J p t tt thern Thor, Sometimes oar Saviour and the 

Vngin Maiy ^^ere painted one on either side. The circle of 
glory round the brows of the SMnts is ordinarily of Bilver gilt, 
but very often of pnre gold, set with pearls and precious stones. 
Many of the dresses are of metal (either gold or silver gilt) and 
they so entirely cover the space that only the face and hands of 
the figures are visible out of the mass of rich settings of innu- 
merable pearls, rubies, and diamonds. An anecdote was told us 
by the head of a judicial department, of a very devont lady, who 
was so exceedingly assiduous in repeating prayers, and in 
mbracing the portrait of " Our Lady" in tlie Kazane 



Hosmnjy Google 



184 RU3SIAM OHITHCHES. 

church, that the priests began to anspect that so much nnction 
was not parely spiritnal ; they therefore set the police to watch, 
and " sure enough " thej discovered that the devotee had actually 
succeeded in dislodging some of the valuable diamonds with her 
teetK : slie was punished by being sent on a pilgrimage to 
Siberia. Many of the Saints' portraits are extremely ancient, 
and costly as regards the materials of which they are composed, 
but they are executed in the most barbarous taste, and possess 
no artistic excellence whatever. Some of tliem are so blackened 
by time, tliat at first sight tlie face and hands appear merely 
dark spaces left in the brilliant surface ; but the older and 
uglier these Virgins are, the more they are adored and the more 
miracles they are said to perform. 

'Ihere is an immense deal of gilding about the churches, which, 
with, rows of saints all in their gold and silver dresses lighted 
up i y the mnumeiable little Itmps suspended before them the 
small tapers stai-k in stands here and there and candles of 
gigantii^ cnuumfeioucL m shei sconces near the slirme= ani 
altars makes a very glitteimg appearance and harmonizes well 
with the splendid lobes of the pi ests when tley lerfoim mass 
Moie enlightened nat ons are apt to look with Loatem] t on ili 
these gewga'ns but uudoul tedly they have their use m imire s g 
a people so nncivdiaed and Uiterate as aie the lower dissc! in 
Russia, viith respect for a lehgion which tliey aie lot yet in i 
condition to understand by precept alone It is like teach ig 
children to read by mean& ot i pictured alphabet Many a,ud 
many a time have we seen deeply-felt devotion among tlie poorer 
portion of a Russian congregation ; certainly they do frequent 
their places of worship much more than tlieir brethren in more 
polished countries, and believe what their pastors teach, them. 
In the Greek Church, even the babies in arms commuuicate. I 
was present at a mass in which a child of about three months old 
took the sacrament. The reason given is, that tliey follow the 



Hosmnjy Google 



THE SACRAMENTS. 185 

commaud of Christ, that tlie childi-ea should be brought to him, 
from, the text, " Suffer little children to come uato me, and 
forbid them not." The infant above-mentioned was that of a 
gipsy-woman, who, with a party of her tribe, had come to wor- 
ship at the cathedral of Novogorod. 

The manner of administering the sacrament in the Greek 
Chnrch diifers from that of ours. The priest holds the cnp in 
his hand, and presents a portion of the wine in a spoon to the 
communicant together with & small loaf, something in the shape 
ot what we call a cottage lo if which is always made eithei by a 
nun or i piiests wido\\ but ne\ei by less sacred hand« Avery 
small triangular piece is cat out ot the loaf which the communi 
L^nt takes with the wine 

Sj\ ervbody in Rns-iii is expected to take the communioa once 
a year at the least and t! ose in tl e government employ must 
produce a ccit ficate from the clergyman to that eff^'ct 

We once weut to w tncs the ceiemnny ot electino' the niiyor 
of 1 town it took place in the cathedtal The bishop, a vcne 
nble looking old man w^s standing in the front of the aUar 
when we entered on his light hand was the golden cross borne 
by a priest and the Bible placed on a stand jEioh officer in 
succession first kissed the cioss then the book and lastly the 
pielatea hind as a token of his faithfulness to the chief of the 
commonilty The addiess of the bishop and hi& benediction 
terminated the election 

Theie is a very curious pamtmg on the walh of the cathedral 
in Arthangel It lepiesents the paiable of the mote and the 
beam the former is depicted as a Hige branch of holly stuck 
111 a man s eye , the latter as an immense lafter traveisin^ his 
neighbour's head. On the other side is a large view of the place 
of final pnnishmcnt, in which hideous-looking devils, with bird's 
claws in lieu of hands and feet, are engaged in pnniahing the 
wicked. 
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beaut ful laced cap trimmed with flowei's, and tlie white kid 
gloTe^ just 0.% if slie were going to an evening party. Some- 
times tlie fiee is painted, as it was not long ago in tlie ease of a 
certain prinee ie St. Petersburg ; bnt in the instance of which I 
speak this was not done. 

The body was then placed in the eofSn, which is not like those 
used in England, but more resembles an ornamental box,* 
highly decorated with silver la^e and large bullion tassels at each 
corner, and laid on the table in the great hall of reception. 
Priests came and aaDg mass iacessautly night and day until the 
fourth morning, whieb is the time fixed by law for the inter- 
ment. 

During all this time the friends aud acquaintances of the 
family came and stayed with them in succession night and day, 
BO that they should not be left alone with the corpse for a single 
instant ; and even for a considerable time after the funeral, as 
they have a belief that the son] still hannts the abode for a 
stated period previous to taking its flight to the place of eternal 
rest. In all eases of domestic misfortune and trouble the Ens- 
eians are unequalled in their display of kindness of heart and 
sympathy towards the aufferora, and unwearied in their endea- 
vours to lighten the sorrows of their friends — a most e 
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trait in the national character. It is at sucli times as these that 
their amiable qualities, their charity, aud affectionate feelings 
ought to be witnessed : they serve to counterbalance the grave 
faults and errors of which they are guilty. 

When the day of interment arrived, the cover of the cofttn was 
placed on it but was not fastened down — that is done at the very 
last n omeut the cofiin was then placed on an open hearse, a 
rich I all of loti of goll is partly thrown over it, on which a 
silvB cross was eml o dered B t previously I should mention 
that a p e e of paj er wa^ j la ed n the hand of the corpse, a 
kin 1 of ce t ficate from th pr st a passport to heaven. Tliis 
may ren n 1 the caie of the EaTj tian custom of jadging the 
dead inl the &to j of Chi o 

Wl en all as rei 1^ the p o e on set out ; although it was 
midday, several men with lighted torches preceded it. They 
were dressed in long black cloaks, with very broad-brimmed hats, 
ornamented with streamers of white ribbon. Then followed tho 
bishop, wearing his mitre, and carrying a golden cross, accompor 
nied by several priests and deacons, habited in black velvet robes, 
trimmed with silver lace, bearing church banners and pictures of 
saints, followed by a number of choristers, chanting a part of 
the mass for the dead. After them came the hearse, drawn by 
four bla«k horses, covered with cloth, escorted by more torch, 
bearers : immediately following were the nearest relatives ; a 
long line of carriages belonging to friends and acquaintances 
closed the procession. After the interment was over, the priests 
and acquamtances returned to the house and partook of a mag- 
nificent repast, which it is the custom to provide on these occa- 
sions. I believe that it was on the fortieth day after the death that 
the nearest relatives went to the church, and made an offering of 
rice, bread, and salt the icason of which they could not tell us, 
but said it WIS an ancient riti. thit ought to be attended to. 
Probably, like mmj of then customs, it n. one derived from the 
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East. The ceremony of bleasmg the waters twi i. i year wliicli 
has beeu so often deacribeJ the reverence shown to do\LS md 
pigeons, although ascribed by the Eassians to a Chii&tiaii origin 
inQst (if Asiatic travellers tell tiuly) have had a similai one 

The same may be said ot their dnvii g out to meet the snm 
m,er, which seems to find its eomteipait in China ind the pre- 
sentation of the egg at Eaiter might haie hi-cu dtiived fiom the 
Hindoo religion, as we aie told that the Biahmius affirm that 
the Creitoi wa^ floatinjj on tho BUif^ce tf the waters undei the 
■form of an egg It la certain thit same snperatitions regarding 
this objpct must have a moie inc cnt origin than the Chiistian 
-era, so m-my trices of it bav u^ been found in Egyptian tombs ; 
nor can it have been since that time confined to the Christian 
Church alone , for when we weio at Iwer a new road was being 
cut close to OUT bou'.e and the mpn m digging came to a Tartar 
borjin^ gioand , hundreds of cofln& were removed, and in many 
eggs were found , 'ome of them were brought to ns. The bodies 
were all enclo&ed in stiips of the birch bark, but a few had the 
remains C^ the Ttrtai costume In speaking on this subject I 
may mention tint in one cofBn a large bottle of some strong 
liquor was discoveied, which the woikmen had no sooner opened 
than they diank the whole of its contents which they pronounced 
as some ot tho best they b id ovei ta&ted ! It had probably been 
some centuries under giound 

We iicie once at a giand festnal given in honor of tho mem- 
ory of a iich piopiietor on the anniversary of his death: it 
lasted three days, and was in fact a " wake," as the Irish call it. 
It differed in no way from an ordinary rejoicing, excepting that 
we went in the morning to church, in which all the peasants 
belonging to the estate were assembled. In the afternoon the 
villagers danced in front of the edifice, just as they would have 
done at a wedding, whilst the friends of the gentleman at whose 
house it was given dined together. There were all kinds of duli- 



Hosmnjy Google 



cades and every description of wine — champagne, ceil de per- 
dris, borgundy, claret, &c. 

A family witli wtom my friends were acquainted bad the mia- 
foctnne to lose tteir mother. The friends and relatives of the 
deceased as uBnal assembled to keep the survivors company, and 
the people below stairs actually played at cards whilst the clergy 
above were singing the mass over the corpse. The reason given 
us was " que c'etait tellement enaoyant h e'asseoir et ne rien 
faii-e ;" bat this was an exception to the general conduct on such 
occasions. The Rnssians believe in the efficacy of prayers for 
tbe dead, and for the good of soula in the intermediate state, but 
they do not seem to have any verv definite ideas about purga- 
tory. Indeed the Gii-ek leligion onlj teaches that there are two 
places : one foi the good ind the othei foi the hjd Yet they 
attend to the arinn'il peitoimance of a mass for those that are 
departed, and hold the commm ion of spirits in its literal sense. 
They endeavoui by evciy means to i endei the pi ospect of death less 
terrible, yet perhaps thero is not a nation upon the earth that 
contemplates it with so great horror and dread : like the ancient 
Komans, they cannot endure to hear it even, named before them, 
and frequently, when death becomes accidentally the subject of 
conversation, they will beg that the subject may be dropped as 
being too disagreeable. 

One morning the porter found a basket on the snow in front 
of the honse in which we were residing, and brought it to the 
princess. To our astonishment on removing the numerous wrap- 
pings on the top, a little baby of not more than a few days old 
was exposed to our view. Madame, although she had six child- 
ren of her own, immediately, with all the kindness of a Russian, 
declared that she would adopt it. " She would not," she said, 
on any account show such inhospitality to the little distressed 
stranger as to send it away ; it had been evidently destined by 
Heaven that it should be left at her gate, so that she might 
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afford it the protection its own unfortunate mother was unable 
to give it." Slie therefore immediately sent to a priest, and 
reqaested him to christea the child, and she anil the prince stood 
as sponsors. It is a carioaa thing that among the Eusaiaos the 
father and motliir of an infant not only cannot stand as sponsors 
to it, but they are not allowed to le Resent at its baptism. The 
godfather and godmother by answering for the child become 
related to it,, and to each othei , aad a lady and gentleman who 
have stood as sponsors to the same child are not allowed to 
marry each other. The form of christening difieis mateiially 
from that of our ChnrcU. The piiest takes the child which is 
quite iiaked, and, holding it by the heid so that his thumb and 
finger stop the orifices of the ears he dips it thnce into tht, 
water ; he cuts off a small poition of the hau which he twists 
up with a little wax from the tapers a.nd throws into the font ; 
then, anointing the baby's breast, hands, and feet with the holy 
oil, and making the sign of the cross with the same on the fore- 
head, he concludes by a prayer and benediction. 

In regard to the authenticity of the pictures of Christ, I 
have often asked my Hussian friends how they conld prove that 
the portrait before which they bowed really in any way resem- 
bled the Saviour or the Virgin. " In respect to that of Christ," 
was the reply, " we are convinced of its being like him, forwhen 
he had wiped the apostles' feet, to show a still greater humility, 
he immediately after removed the moisture from his own face 
with the same cloth, and his likeness became instantly miracu- 
lously reflected thereon. It is from this towel, which some say 
is still preserved, that all the portraits have been handed down 
to us." 

" Well ! but you have not accounted for that of the Virgin ; 
we have no record of her wiping the feet of any one." "How 
you heretics talk 1" exclaimed they ; " why, have you never heard 
how many miraculous pictures of her have descended from hea- 
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Ycn ? they must needs be like her, for thcj were painted by the 
angels themselves wlio attend on lier." 

It appears that there are a great many of these portraits dis- 
persed about Russia, for we saw several miracle- wo rkiog ones in. 
different parts of the country. la Moscow I freqAiently met a 
carriage and six, with postillions, coachman, and two footmen 
behind, all with uncovered heads, though it might hare been in 
tile depth of winter. It contained a portrait of the Virgin 
placed on the seat of honour, with two priests sitting facing it. 
All the people along the streets took off their hats and made the 
sign of the cross as it passed by, and seemed to regard it witb as 
mnch respect as they wonld have done the Czar himself. During 
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round the town accompanied by a band of choristers singing mass, 
and followed by immense crowds of the poorer classes, who con- 
sidered themselves to be thereby performing an act of great 
devotion, every man having his head uncovered during the whole 
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time. Tlie pietare is generally taken to some church, whereio 
mass is performed in its presence. "When I was stajing in 
Jaroslaf one spring, I had aa opportanity of seeing the extent 
to which the superstition of the people and their reverence for 
these pictures prevailed. 

As soott as the Volga was cleared of ice, hundreds of pilgrims 
and peasants from all parts of the country i o red into the town, 
a 1 they m ght have I een seen n gro fa ly ng asleep on the 
lae groan J loth men anl women tl ere not being lodgings 
uflac ent for the a ommoUto but they i obably preferred 
tie open a as theyfrc[Uc tly aleej on tie load side on their 
ma ches The c stom of go u on a p l„r nage is very general 
n Russ a We hal a se vant vl o went from &t. Petersburg to 
Jerasilem ■« 1 1 1 k aga n on foot SI e ent to the holy sepul- 
chre to return thrnks for iier son's recovery from sickness, and 
was absent a year. There ia really something very affecting in 
such an act of gratitude and devotion. 

The object of the pilgrimage to Jaroslaf was to assist in the 
procession of a wonderfnl miraculous picture of the Virgin, 
which was shortly expected to arrive from a monastery distant 
about eighty versts down the river. 

The day at length came. Several barks ivith sti-eamers flying 
and sacred banners displayed were seen from afar. On their 
nearer approach the sound of monkish hymns floating on the air 
caused a lively excitement among the people, who began cross- 
ing themselves with extreme assiduity. At last the Virgin dis- 
embarked : she was received by the governor with intense 
respect, who, together with the vice-governor, the mar^chal de 
noblesse, the military, the police, and all the employes, were in 
their most magnificent uniforms. Those who had stars and 
crosses (which are about as plentiful in Russia aa gingerbread- 
nuts at a fair, and as valuable) displayed them in their full splen- 
dour on this occasion in rows along their breast. The mayor 
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and fihopkeepe s and abont tw nty thousand of the lower classes 
iu all their gala d tl i Ig m and large numbers of chil- 

dren, accompa d th [ tu e n th p ocession round the town, 
the governor walk g n xt t t a d the rest following accord- 
ing to their rank It w th n pl 1 in the cathedral, where 
it was to remain foi some weeks m older to receive the adora- 
tion {and the mimsy) of the devoat. Hearing so much about 
this wonderful portrait, I was induced to pay it a visit also. It 
was some time ere I could make my way into the cathedral so 
great was the crowd, but at It jf d dl hdth 
altar on which it was placed. C t f th 1 b tt 

artists they wonld assuredly st th f b dy d 

certainly no lady, wonld wish h 1 k t k th m 

style. It could be compared t tin b t t p f 

brown saddle, with some dark 1 fthyb dllt 

which the unfortunate Virgin h d — g t ^ h d 

deprived her of every trace of it A 1 th Id j t 

nothing but the face and haul bl th wi d 

robes were sheets of gold set th [ t i. p t 

was standing near singing mas th by 1 d li d t y 

in his hands, a third had charg f a i J p ff and a bowl of 
flour. As soon as the worsMpp ha 1 nt b ited to the tray, 
the priest with the puff powder d th Mad n as hand, and then 
the formei was permitted to ha th n 1 tion of Itibsmg it 
which he did with many bow 1 is he then rptued 

with the an of being highly d h I w tl 1 at he ha 1 done 
handled^ ot people in succes=!ion j f m 1 th same cctcmony 
The clergy must obtain iinmen m f m ey by means of 

these mnatulous poitiaits for I am af a d t j how fiequently 
\en durug the shoit time we were m the cathtdral, the tray 
\ IS, filled by the offeringb and taken to a chest placed affainst 
the wall, and secured by three locks into which its contents 
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were emptied. To be sure, a great deal of the coin was in cop- 
per, but there was also a fair quantity of silver. 

The history of this Madonna may serve to give an idea of the 
traditions taught not only to the commou people bat to those of 
education. 

It was in the fourteenth century, they say, that a holy pilgrim, 
on his way to Jerusalem, rested a night on the banks of tlie 
Volga, and lo I whilst he slept a vision appeared unto him and 
told hhn that under a certain tree, on the opposite side of the 
river, he should find the portrait of the "Mother of God." In 
troubled agitation he awoke, for lie knew that he had seen the 
blessed Virgin herself. On looking round him lie perceived, to his 
unspeakable astonishmeat, that he had been conveyed in a mira- 
culous manner across the rapid waters in the night, and that he 
was reposing under the very tree described in his dream. Near 
him was the heavenly portrait, mentioned by the spiritual visi- 
tant. He gazed on it in silent estasy, bnt on reflection he felt 
convinced that he ought to make known the event to the proper 
authoriti''3 he therefore proceeded to a neighbouring monas- 
tery, and infoimed the venerable abbot and brothers of the facts. 
They immediately set out in grand procession to the spot, sing- 
ing joyfully on the way, and there, as the pilgrim had said, was 
the miiaculous portia t, now guarded by two bright angels, who 
instantly vanished. The abbot and the brotherhood interpreted 
the vision as the desire of Heaven that a church shonld be built 
on the spot, which was accordingly done, and the wonderful pic- 
ture was reverently placed in it. 

The service in the Russian Church is neither in Greek nor in 
the vulgar tongue, but in Sclavonic, which has about the same 
resemblance to Russ as old English has to the modern. Reli- 
gious ceremonies are used on all the ordinary occasions of life ; 
ia removing from one house to another, when the priest comes 
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and sprinkles tlie doorposts and the thresUoId, blesses the images, 
and says prayers ; on the reopenicg of a school after the vaca^ 
tion ; on the anniversary of alleged victories, when perhaps a 
dozen enemies have fallen and the vest run away ; thanksgivinga 
for haTJDg taken a flag from the Turks (which is then paraded 
ronnd the town with a band of mnsic plajiug) ; Te Denms for 
such triumphs as that of Odessa, when, indeed, thej might have 
good reason to praise Heaven that their foes were too mei-dful, 
&;c. &c. 

Confession is one of the sacraments, but it is by no means of 
so particular a kind as among the Uoman Catholics, but in a 
mnoh more general sense, and is ordinarily made but once a year, 
during the first or last week in Lent, The six or eight days 
preceding the performance of this duty the penitents attend mass 
twice a day very strictly and fast conscientiously in order to 
prepare themselves for ifc. They assured me that it was not 
necessary to name any particnlar sin, but that, in acknowledging 
themselves guilty of having broken the commandments, they are 
exhorted by the confessor and advised to repent. The rite is 
generally performed at home, the priest attending for that pur- 
pose, and not in the church, bat they go thither the nest morn- 
ing, or perhaps the same evening, to communicate : even the 
merest children are expected to confess, bat it is not necessary 
that they should fast. 

On Good Friday the ceremony of Christ's interment takes 
place : it is conducted in exactly the same manner as if it were a 
real faacral. I witnessed this ceremony at one of the cathedra's, 
rirst came the pidesta and deacons bearing sacred banners, on 
whicLi were depicted the lying in the sepulchre, the Resurrection, 
and various other incidents in the history of the Saviour ; next 
two clergymen, who preceded the archbishop, a fine old man 
with a long silvery beard ; four others followed Mm, who bore 
the coffin on their shoulders : the whole of the officiating clergy 
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were dressed in black and ailver. I followed the procession into 
the cathedral, and the eerrice immediately commenced by the 
choristers cbantiog a psalm whilst the supposed body was being 
placed before the altar. On that being accomplished, the arch- 
bishop advanced and prostrated himself thrice on the pavement, 
each time being raised by the attendant priests, after which he 
kissed with great reveienco tiif hands and feet ot the image on 
the covei of the coftin wall ed thiee tunes loun I the bier and 
bowed signing himstlf with the cross at pach coiuei he then 
eonclnded the act of worship by prostrating himself is before 
Aftei the archbishop had rctiied the diffeient membcis of the 
cleigy advanced two and two -ind peiformed tha same devotions 
The pielate then seated himself on a thione a priest advai-ced 
and read a discourse to the people which contamed some excel 
lent moral advue and the seivice eonclnded with the usual 
benedictions 

The hiirh mass in the Kazane church la &t Petersburg la weil 
worthy of the stranger s attendance, especially when the metro- 
politan officiates. His venerable figure standing before the altar 
offering incense, the prostrations of the clergy, their splendid 
dresses, the beautiful voices of the two bands of choristers 
alternately making the lesponscs whilst the high priest is in the 
seclusion of the Holy of Holies interceding with Heaven for the 
sins of the people, have an imposing and solemn effect. Although 
their creed may not be ours, still it is impossible to assist at such 
a service without being edified, or without feeling that it is the 
house of the great Father of all in which the prayers are being 
offered ; but this feeling of reverence was greatly diminished by 
the scenes that were enacted on our leaving the church. The 
lower class, as nsual, rushed forward to kiss the metropolitan's 
hand, when the police made a charge on them in a body, and 
there was sach a scnffllug and snch a shower of blows given 
right and left as would have been a disgrace to a den of thieves. 
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At last, with great exertions, a space was cleared, and the 
prelate, surrounded by the officials, was hustled out more like a 
criminal than aught else, and safely lodged iu the carriage. We 
then, amidst a crowd of whining beggars and mendicant nnna 
and monks, with difficulty made our way into the open air. It 
was really a pleasure to do so, for the smell of the incense, the 
smoke of so many lamps and candles, the bad odour that there 
always is iu a Russian crowd (perhaps from the sheepskina), 
made the fresh breeze outside particularly Bgreeab^. 
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CHAPTER XY. 



Bmpei-or— Bell-rlp^nB— Kioaiieas ot lisart smpag tho Rus 
Ohristmaa— Midsummer.eye— HeaUisn cnalom— New-jew'a e 



TflE CarniTal in Russia, althougli not so gay and animated as in 
Italy, has its pleasures nevertheless. There are continual partiss, 
TisitH and feasting almo t in as great a degree as dnriag the 
Easter week There is a grand fair held for the amiisemeat of 
the ppople in the greit plice opposite the Admiralty, in which 
whirlig gs of all fiskont, swings, ice-hilla, and theatres a la 
Bich^rdson faim the lelight (f their hearts. The Russians of 
the lowei clais aie jait 1 ke overgrown children : they are as 
much pleased with a ude on a wooden horse, or in one of the 
boats of a whiihgig in i awms; or down an ice-hill, as a party 
of school children would be In the grand theatre this last Oar- 
nival they have been intensely gratified with the "glorious battle 
of Sinope," fought over for their amusement abont twelve times 
every day, in which not a single Russian got wounded, although 
the heads of tho poor Turks were rolling by scores ia all direc- 
tions. It was, as they said, really a special Providence that 
nobody was hurt at all, and only shows how just their ci/iise is. 
Of course the pleasant 'iight of the destruction of so many 
unbelieving dogs of Mahometan? gave immense eati^factiou to 
everybody, and tended much to then si-lf-gloriflcatioii, and the 
conviction of the Emperci s mi-jht aal ^) on 
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The "iee-hill" is an amnsement peculiarly Bussiau. A frame- 
work, with steps up one side, is erected, and on the upper part 
is a, small stage, covered with an ornameatal roof supported by 
fonr pillars, and a rapidly inclined plane on the other side, which 
termiuates m a long pud, botb of which are paved with blocks 
of ice, and rendered perfectly smooth by pouring water down, 
which quickly becomes frozen. The pastime consists in going up 
the steps and then sUding down the descent on small sledges. 
At the other end are a similar inclined plane and a similar flight 
of steps, which enable the sMer to return to the first, and so on 
to and fro. The Russians are extremely fond of this amusement, 
and often have these ice-hills erected at some vills^e at a little 
distance from the town, whither they repair in picnic-parties to 
enjoy the game for a few hours. 

During the CarniTal week, everybody feasts on blinnies, a 
kind of pancake, something like our crumpets, which are eaten 
with soar cream or melted butter. There are blinnies at lunch 
and bUnnies at dinner, whilst the lower classes do nothing but 
regale on them all the day long. 

" Well, Grashia," I once said to the servant, " and how many 
have you had to-day ?" 

" Tliirty-four, Madame ; but I am going to have some more." 

The custom of going about masked from one friend's house to 
another's at the new year and in Carnival time is no longer hon 
gen e It was some (ime smce "very fashionible to go thus dis 
guised and dince a polka or qualnllo m one place ind then 
proceed to acothei and so on until they weie weaiy ot the 
amusement 1 1 elieve the vauous articles missing have contr 
buted t rendei the custim obsalete 

During the week of the Oarmyai, there is the grand prome- 
nade round and round the place were the fair is held. Every- 
body that keeps a carriage or a sledge joins in the procession, 
which consists in a long line or single file of vehicles following 
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each, other at a foot'a pace, marshalled by mounted ffensdarvies, 
I coald never, for the life of me, unagme what pleasni'e could be 
discovered in it, excepting that of staring at one's acquaintances 
and envying their new bonnets. But it pleases the Russians, et 
cda swffit. 

I remember, when in Archangel, seeing a cnrious kind of pro- 
cession at this festival. A large sledge, made to imitate a ship, 
having many stuffed animals on board, with skins and other 
objecfe!, a.nd accompanied by men in variona disguises, was drawn 
ronnd the town, in the same manner as our chimney-sweeps have 
their public show and Jack-in-the-green, rwsing contribntions on 
the spectators, which they spend, a Ja Russe, at the whisky- 
shop. In no oflier pnrt of the country did we ever see such ; 
and I think somebody told us that it was not a national custom, 
but one introduced by settlers many years ago. 

The day befure Palm Sunday, another im- is held in the Nev- 
sky Perspective, close to the Gostinoi l>wor — indeed, a part of 
it is under the piazza — where are to be seen immense quantities 
of toys, including little figures of John the Baptist lying asleep 
in a mossy cradle, with a cross by the side ; the queerest-looking 
dolls that it is possible to imagme — some of them swathed up 
like mummies, and forming close imitations of Russian babies ; 
for the nurses iu the country confine the infant's arms down to 
its side, and wrap it up so that nothing but the face is visible, 
giving it the appearance of the paponse of the savages. Added 
to these are endless varieties of mihtary toys for juvenile war- 
riors, and pahn-lDranches for the morrow's festival. These 
branches are varionsly ornamented, but the most common have 
the figure of a cherub nifh its wings spread, stuck on a small 
branch of artificial leaves, roses, and lilies, &c. Small boughs 
of the downy buds, which onr boys call catkins, are also very 
generally used for this purpose. In file evening, the priest 
comes to bless the palm-branches, when he presents one to each 
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of the family, which he or sbe is expected to carry to church on 
the next day, in commemoration of the entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem. 

At Whitsuntide, the servants always place a large bough of 
the linden at the head of every bed, and also in the corner of 
the rooms, men carrying them about in carts to sell, in the 
same manner as they do the holly-branches at Christmas with 

Easter is the greatest of the Rnssian Churcli festivals, and is 
a season of universal rejoicing, for the long fast of Lent is now 
over, or will be so irhen midnight strikes on Easter-eve. Every- 
body is dressed in his or her finest clothes ; rich and poor, great 
and small, the Czar and the humblest serfs ui his dominions, 
men, women, and children are all joyfully preparing to celebrate 
the Resurrection of the Lord, Service is performed at midnight 
in all tlie cathedrals. The sacred corpse that was supposed to 
have been buried on Good Friday will rise again at that hour, 
amid the songs of the choristers and the joyful thanksgiving of 
the people. At midnight the mass begins. The archbishop is 
in the Holy of Holies, praying for the pardon and absolution of 
the multitude that are waiting in silence in the body of the 
cathedral. Every one is standing, for there are no pews or 
seats in the Russian chorches. The splendid silver doors are 
thrown open ; the devotions of the archbishop are concluded 
He appears standing on the highest step of the altar , he r'uses 
Ids hands towards heaven, and bestows his bened ction on the 
people. Descending from the altar, he advances towards the 
bier, and, raising the cover of the coffin, he discovers that the 
body of Christ is no longer reposing therein ; he announces it to 
the congregation, and then leaves the sacred edifice at the he A 
of the procession of the clergy. The people wait m sdence foi 
he is gone to seek the body, which is no more "wheie it was 
laid." The sound of solemn voices is heard at intervals from 
9* 
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without whilst tlie procession makes the circuit of the cathedial 
three times n the search Amid the bieathlesa silence of the 
expectant iiltitule the process on leeaters The archbibhop 
thrn roinonnting the steps of the iltai an! standing upou tlie 
highest in frunt of the Hsly ot Hohes pr nounces m a v cc 
who e tonei leverleiato to the lemote&t cornel of the edifice 
and thrill hke an electric shock through the hearts of hi congre 
eation the woids Christos vos chns (Christ is ri en) In in 
instant the singers burst out into a joyful chorus eve y one 
hghts the taper in his hand universal delight pervades tl e peo 
pie who turn and congratulate each other upon the haj py event 
and return thanksgivings to Heaveu The archbishop beaiing 
incense followed by the pnest goes among the congregation still 
proclaiming the welcome tidmgs and amid the cheerful voices ot 
the choii the fumes of incense and the br lliancy of a thousand 
lights moving with each iBclinat on of the people thegratitule 
of the Russ aus foi then salvation ascends doubtlessly to the 
thione of the Cii-at i who ive ^re tiucjl t to Lei eve wdl not 
seject thyse tlat worslip Him The form tf eekliatiug the 
iciiirect m of the Siviou is not accoi iinf, to oui Protestant 
sentiments b t we m st not condemn the Ei I'uns who lave 
been taught from the r youth to leve ence such ceiemoaies 
The hour foi a & lavoi c Luthoi is not yet come 

The service is concluded by reading a portion of the Scriptures 
in twelve different tongues ; and then the benediction is given by 
the archbishop. 

No organ or instrument of any kind is used in the Greek 
Church ; the whole of the music is Tocal ; it is not joined in by 
the multitude, but is entirely performed by the clergy and 
the choristers. The celebration of the mass is really splendid : 
the innumerable lights, the magnificent robes of the clergy, the 
brilliant uniforms and costumes of the congregation, and the 
beauty pf the psalms and choruses, make a tout ensemhle that 
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easily accounts for its taking so stroug a hold ou the minds of 
an illiterate and semi-barbarous people. 

On returning from tlie church a magnificent supper is always 
laid out. Each family, like the Jews, holds a, kind of Passover 
feast, at which twirock (a sort of white cheese), ham, hard egga, 
&n(i batter made in the form of a sheep witii gilt horns, form 
necessary dishes. The ham, the Russians say, is a sine qii& niya 
at Easter, because the eating of it is a proof that they are neither 
Jews* nor Mahometans ; the butter represents the paschal lamb, 
and the eggs ire in remrmbranee of the persecutions of the early 
Christmns who recogi isel mch other by the presentation of one 
as a symbol of the Ep^uirection 

It 13 quite an imusement for the ladies tnd child en to pre 
pare these eg„ by sta mng them of different eolouis by boiling 
them m ] eces of silk sever'il days pieyiois to the festival 
Very beaatiful oce'i made of chiai sugar chocolate and 
various other mater als iie sold at the shops foi Easter 
presents and they fiequently contain some valuable article of 
jewelry such as a piu of d amond ear iings a bioich &c &c 

It a Buss a^ die during Easter lis touI is supposed to ascend 
immed atcly into heaven with Christ and it i& aiwiys rathei a 
source of icjo ciug than of soiTOW when thi' decease ol a fiiend 
takes place at th s seison as \ sojjnm in the intermediate state 
is tlereby avoiled 

The lowei class in Russia have a curious privilege duiin^, the 
whole of Eastei week that of becoming mtoxicated with perfect 
impumty, it mny therefore be easily magned how many 
drunken men aie to bo seen at that seison reeling about the 
streets 

On Eastei-daj eveiybody congratulates everybody , the 
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m n t and nobihtj go to pay than respects to the Imperial 
fam [y tli ploySs to their chiefa, tho 'servants to their masters, 
and a jna ances to eicli otlier 

We were told that His MiiPsty the Emperor kisses one man 
out of every rejiiment on this div 

One morning, •js he was leaviii^ the palace, tie accosted, as is 
his custom, the first man he met, which happened to be a private 
soldier, with the usnal phrase, " Christoa vos chria." The latter 
turned instantly, and denied the fact, saying that Christ was not 
risen. "Howl" exclaimed the Caar, in great astonishment; 
" who and what then are yon ?" " I am a Jew, your Majesty." 

The manner of offering congratnlations at Easter is to present 
an GSg say ng Chrstos vos chris The party icceptinc, it 
answeis Chii&t ii risen mdeed Both then embracp k ss 
each other thnce oa the clieeks bow and letire 

The bells of the chtrche? plij a prominent part m all these 
grand fe tivals and as each place of worship f iides itself ou 
the size number and lonlness of its pea! it may well be 
im^ined Vihat in awM da they make added tc which the 
boys and men thmk it qnite a treat to pnll them anl aie 
privileged to do so on eveiy particular occasion snch as Easter 
the Asceniion iLc In Moscow we were neMly stunned with 
the noise for there iie about thiee hundrel and si'^ty chnrches 
and some of the r bells are enormons so when ..hey were all 
ringing at once the tintamane was teinie 

On all tlese occasiont! of public lejoieing the stranger may 
remark how kind ai d hospitable how friendly and sOLiahle the 
Pus-Jian people lie Their hospitality i& unbounded from the 
h glie't to the lowest they will give vihat they can affo d 
They display their sjood will liy makmg presents to tho'io about 
them to their relations and acquaint mce and then chanty by 
freely giving alms to the pooi The eleigy receive ijifts fiom 
the mrnl ers of then eongre at on'! it is t per od of [ Ifasure 
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and of profit to them ; and they are frequently so extremely poor 
that it onglit not to be grudged, They go about from house to 
house to sing' hymns and consecrate anew the saints' pictures 
with whicli almost every room is furnislied. From all the 
opportunities that I had of judging', I am coavineed that there 
are many estimable and coascientions men among the superior 
grades of the Greek elergy, who religiously believe the creed 
they teach, and endeavour to set a good example to their flocks. 
In regard to the attachment of the people to their crosses and 
sainfs' pietnres, although it may seem strange in a Protestant to 
say so, yet it appeal's to me a very natural feeling, and we ought 
not to be surprised at so great a reverence paid to objects which 
from their birth they have been taught to regard as holy. " I 
would not have a post removed which I had been accustomed to 
see," was the remark of a French philosopher : how much 
greater then mast be the affection that these poor people 
lave for these sacred things I besides which, they may feel that 
they have a friend always near at hand whom they can address 
in their grief and trouble and viho will not hetriy thm 

I never saw a peasant carrjmg his pictuie of the Virt,m and 
Child from one isl a to anothci holdn g, it as caiefilly lu. 
his arms as if it were some treasure of impale liable price with 
out being reminded of the household gods of ant pity — the 
Lares and Penates of nations thit now exi'it no moie "We 
have heard man J tirnthe t, aupoistitionamto iidicale because to 
them a clearer faith ha.a reo leied sm,h uuneeessiry , but let him 
that does so consult his own heiit and ask if he also have not 
some object that he legards viith love and reverence ind prizes 
almost as highly is the Russian dues his laint s picture 

In Russia, Chiistmas is not so great ateast as that of Easter 
nor are there any iiLitioi al dishes si.t apart for that season 1 ut 
the K"ew-y ear's Diy is a very hiith feat val Similar Longiatu 
lations between mferioii ani super ors fiiends and acqnain 
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taiices t'tke place as at Easter whilst hoapitalitf geticrciity 
aud chanty aie shown in au equal degree On Midsnmniei Eve 
a custom still esi&te m E.us3ia among the lowei classes thT,t 
could only be derived fiora a very remote tntiqnitj and i& pei 
haps a len nai L of the woish p of Baal A party of peasant 
women and i^irh assemble n some retired unfrequented spDt 
ind 1 ght a large fi e ovei wbi h they leap la succession If 
1 J hancp any one of the othei ".ex thould be found near the 
place or should have seen them in the act of peifoiramg the 
heathemsh rite it is at tl o imm iient haaard of his life foi the 
wompu would not Sicmpla to sacr lice Is m f3r his temeiity T 
V: d,b assure I thit such instances had often been kQO^^ n I\ ra 
berless fhaima anl acts of soiceiy lie supposed to succeed on 
this eve amonn whioh may be mentionpd the t, tt n^ alone fir 
about an hour before midnight with the ej e& fl^ed on a looking 
g,lass n order to ace the leflection of the futuie hasbands fa^e 
thereon nbeu the (1 ek strikes 

Oa New 1 cir t, liive the Kus^ians try their luck in i £;reat 
many ways They poui melted wax oi lead into witei and 
exercise then imagmations legardmg the varied forms that 
it assumes they Jill two bowls with water, one ot ^shich is for 
the men and the othei for the women and stn,k slips of pipei . 
round them on each of whiuh is i name either male or temale 
as the case may be a ii ax taper is then set afloat on the "ui 
iace and those whose najne=! have the ^ood fortune to be huined 
wiil be mairied eie the nest jeai The ladies Rend out their 
seivants and the gentlemen their valets to watch at midnight 
for the passers by , the first oae that is perceived is asked hit, 
01 her name which, of course will be that of the future 
spouse, &,c &c 

Numerous supei stitiOHs of this kmd aie piactised and too 
often behoved in by the uppei as well as the lo?i ei cla ses 

Among the festivals ought to he mentioned the electioni. 
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importance, the serious nesa, and the ehatteim^ of the meoibers 
of a " Constitution Repnblique " or a Congress. Two oi- three 
were gravely consulting upon somebody's pretensions to the 
honour ; two or three in another place were langhing him and 
his pretensions to scorn. The noise was so great that I conld 
only catch a word or two here and there, which, rising above 
the din, reached the ladies up in the gallery. "We won't have 
him, he's a rogue" — "A most amiable man" — -"Don't let 

S ff speak "—" Hold your tongue, S -ff ia the man "— 

" Hush I N— toff is going to make a speech "—" Speak 
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more loudly, we can't liear " — " Wliat does be say V and 

Amid all tliia noise and eonfusion, a. gentlmaa placed his chair 
on a table and mounted ttereou, intent on addresaing, not i/ie 
people, for tkore were none, but the free and indepertdemt electors. 
Scarcely a word of what he aaU reached ns ; whether he pro- 
posed himself or anybody else it was impossible to make out, 
but apparently, his speech did not meet with general approba- 
tion. He however became more and more excited, made 
frantic gestures with his arms, tossing them above his head as 
if he were mad, His speech was suddenly cut short by his 
rapid disappearance from the table, chair and all ; whether 
intentionally or accidentally there was no evidence to show, but 
he got up again as well as he could, and, amid shouts of laughter 
from the audience, he was glad to hide his diminished head 
among the crowd. The nest speaker was a little, round, bald- 
headed old gentleman, who made a long and energetic discourse 
upon the moral escellences of one of the candidates. The 
audience listened to it with attention, so probably there was 
truth in it. The third was an orator who, by all appearance, 
was " unaccustomed to public speaking," &c. &e., for he quickly 
got into a labyrinth, and did not know for the life of him how to 
get out of it : he soon descended amid intense and general dis- 
approbation. Several others " trespassed upon the time and 
attention of the assembled electors," and put their patience to a 
sore trial, some with greater and others with very indifferent 
success, after which the meeting was adjourned until the follow- 
ing morning. The second and third days offered but a repetition 
of the scenes of the first : at last the election was referred to the 
ballot, and the candidate who had the majority of votes was 
declared duly elected. 

The whole affair terminated in a grand dinner and ball, 
whereat the opposition and the marochal side seemed equally to 
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enjoy themselTes. The nest day the landowners and their car- 
riages left the town : they liftd all had their say, they had 
Htrntted in " brief authority," and were now going home to bury 
themselves in their woods and forests for the nest three years, 
until another such opportunity of exercising the freedom of 
election shoald occur. 

Among other ancient custores of Oriental origin is a species 
of maypole dancing, but it has little or no resemblance to what 
wag once the delight of the merry lads and lasses of Old Bug- 
land. The peasant women and guL ix upon a small fir-tree or 
bush ; they then attich streamers to it of as many gay colors 
as they can obtain , the ends are held in their hands, and they 
continue to walk round and round the maypole, sin^ng a mono- 
tonous chaat one after the othei untd they are tired. 

The different provmecs m Russia have dances peculiar to each 
83 well as different costumei I lemember at i picnic we were 
all greatly delighted with the pictuiesque dance-j of some sol- 
diers from Malo Eus^ia One dance m particuKi, executed by 
a priyato soldier to the singmg of his comrades, was descriptiye 
of the love and occupation of t peasant giil It began by a 
song, during the peifoimance of which the supposed maiden was 
seated on the ground, imitating the making of thread so well that 
we could almost lancy we saw it between her fingers, and the 
diatafE in her hand. Presently she pretends to be listening to the 
chorus, the subject of which is her absent iover. Her fingers 
move faster and faster as she becoms agitated. At last she 
throws away the distaff in despair and weeps bitterly. The 
chorus goes on to describe the warlike exploits of the loved one, 
the thoughts of her and hia far-off village that occupy his mind. 
Hope begins to spring up ; joy reanimates her features ; the 
spinning is resumed ; she makes responses to the singers, who 
tell her that a horseman is in sight, that he comes nearer ; they 
perceive he is the absent warrior. She can no longer contain 
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her emotioDs ; she springs up, dances a teautiful < 
pas-seul, and tlien rushes among the chorus as if for the purpose 
of welcoming the supposed lover to her cottage. 

It is perfectly impossible to convey an idea of the charming 
manner in which the story was told by the very expressLve and 
graceful movements of the dancer, or the wild and beautiful air 
to which the whole was executed. 

In speaking of this picnic I may mention, just to show how 
everything in Russia i& a la militaire, and how the love of the 
wild life of their Eomadic ancestors is not yet banished from the 
hearts of their descendants, the way in which these amosemeats 
were conducted, at least all that I witnessed. 

On some place being fixed upon, little tents of boughs ivere 
erected, and a number of watch-fires lighted, round which the 
company were seated in groups : there were alway, a militaiy 
band and a great number of soldiers hired to sing the national 
airs, to dance, and to amuse the gaests. They stood m parties 
at a distance, one compose,d of the musicians, and the others of 
the dancers and singers. As soon as one party had finished their 
performance another commenced, and so on during the whole 
time. Whilst we were at sapper the band marched round the 
wood and played the soldiers' war-song, and the others stood as 
sentinels and Tidcttcs. It was really a great treat for foreigners 
to go out to one of these military picnics and they seemed never 
to lose their novelty One of the pnncipal amusements %t them 
was firing pistols at a mark and from the display of skill on 
these occasions T should say that the Russnn ladies are much 
cleverer at it than the ^entlcmcn There were generally several 
officers of rank [reseat jet the Jalics hit the target ceitainly four 
times as frequently as lAey did. Parties of the peasantry always 
formed the spectatoi-s of these sceoea, and they came in for the 
remains of the good things that happened to be left. On the 
national festivals, such as the coronation-day, the Emperor's 
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birttday, &c., as well as at Eaater and the nen year, tlie gove 
nor of a prOTince holds a levee, as the ippie'seutative of hm 
majesty, and receives the congratulations of the militaiy and 
government employes. It is at such times the Russian ch^iact«r 
shows to disadvantage ; respect smka into slavishness, polite- 
ness into fawning, civility into adnlation, and the conversation 
throughout is a mass of hypocrisy "wA deceit Heaven only 
knows how many centuries it will take to teach the Ru&bians to 
speak the truth. The wives and grown-up daughters of the 
employis congratulate the governor's lady just as the husbands do 
his excellency, when it is customary to invite them, to a ball and 
supper in the evening. The government allows three hundred 
silver roubles permonth to pay for their entertainment. The same 
ceremony takes place oa the anniversary of the governor's birth- 
day as on that of the Czar. 

Balls in Russia are much the same as in other civilized coun- 
tries, but it is a disagreeable fact that it is absolutely necessary 
to bum scent in the rooms. " I will really speak to the police- 
master's daughters," said the lady of a governor after one of 
these general balls ; " and I will advise them to pot on ckan 
Hnm, otherwise I will not invite them to the ball I" There is 
also another disagreeable custom, that of leaving the lady in the 
middle of a. room after the dance is over, instead of escorting 
her to a seat. 

I went several times to balls given by merchants, generally on 
the occasion of a daughter's marriage ; they were all in the 
same style. It seemed to me that the grand object in view with 
the shopkeepers' wives and daughters was not to dance, but to 
show off their finery. They sat in a straight line all round the 
room, dressed in a most splendid manner, with magnificent diar 
monds, ruhieB, and pearls, their hands folded over each other, 
loaded with valuable rings ; just aa if they were so many por- 
traits or wasea figures, placed there for exhibition. They 
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]y m d pt ng when they partook of some refresh- 

in th 11 ml Aey few of the younger portion danced, 
but the s le m m nt f the remainder seemed to consist in 
cnt ng a d adm nn th stume and jewelry of each other, 
A o m wa alway n th occasions set aside for the gover- 
nor a family. As soon as we entered, the host and hostess 
stepped forward, and respectfully indicated with many bows and 
inclinations the apartment prepared for onr reception ; it was 
sure to contain several tables completely loaded with refresh- 
ments of all hinds, immense cakes, trays of frnit, jjreservea, 
boobons, &e,, twenty times as much as it was possible to 
require. Nothing: would ever induce the host and hostess to 
sit down ; they came in occasionally to entreat us to do honor 
to the feast and to show their hospitable wishes for our sakes; 
they appeared never so pleased as when they saw us eat- 
ing ; indeed they seemed to expect us never to leave off for a 
single instant from the time of onr entrance to that of our 
departure. 

The most splendid f&tes at which I was present daring my 
stay in Russia were two given by the Emperor : the first was 
on the occasion of the Archduchess Olga's marriage, and the 
second on the twenty-fifth anniversary of his own accession. 
The former took place at Peterhoff, the marine palace, not many 
versts distant from Cronstandt. The banqueting, illaminations, 
and rejoicings lasted three whole days, and cost, as the Russians 
s^d, "des millions de roubles." The bride was one blaae of 
diamonds, but she looked anythii^ but happy. All the riches 
and magnificence of the court and nobility were displayed on the 
occasion : the variety of national costumes, Gteorgian, Circassian, 
and others ; the glitter of the innumerable military uniforms, 
belonging to every regiment and race in the Caar's dominions ; 
the foreign ministers and visitors — all formed a coup-d'ml of 
extreme splendour : not the least conspicuous among the throng 
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were the negroes belonging to the court in tiieii- rich and pic- 
turesque oriental costume. 

The conrt-ladLes wear an nuiform taken from the national 
dress ; the marned ladies of honour wear a train of green velvet 
embroidered with gold over a white robe, and the maids of 
hononr a train of crimson velvet ; the headdress is in the shape 
of a crescent, similar to that of the peasants, only much enriched 
with diajnonds and other precious stones ; on the shoulder is a 
bow of blue ribbon, in which are the Empress's initials in bril- 
liants A InBj, blonde veil t. thrown over the hciid and descends 
111 folds beh nd Notw th tand n^ the r chness of the costume 
there is a stiffness alout it and there aie not many faces to 
which It la becoming as it can be so only to classic featuies 
Theio weie very few handsome oi piettj women in tho flhole 
assembly indeed genertlly speaking beiuty is rare among the 
Rubs ans It is very uncommon m every i ank yet p rl aj a no 
people valie extenor apjefiance so mu(,h as they do oi aic fO 
vain of the r pe sons One proof of the litter filling miy be 
seen at every step for theie is not i single shop m St Peters 
bur^ in ■nhn.li a looking {jUsa is n3t placed for the benefit of the 
customeis Mirrois toll the sime poiition in Russia as clocks 
do m England viith ns time is valmble with them appear 

Every night during the fest^al the fnrdtns of tho palac( 
weie dlummited Eusaians -.aid th'it the c were ten millions of 
lamps Pcihaps there noie two or three millioi s at the most 
but they aln ays multiply Lveiy number 1 ke thp Oiientals who 
slay tens of thousinds when probably i fen hundreds only aie 
meant Twenty thousand soldiers ■nere engaged in leligltmg 
the wicka as they became extmgu shed by the \\m& Walls of 
L^bt wei e on each s de of tho walks ind avenuea pyramids ind 
obel sks ironi fifty to seventy feet m height respLndi,nt start, 
a mid air were everywhere to be seen, bat 
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tlip moat beiatifal sight of all weie the fonntains The piliee 
1 L lilt on au elevation and the water falls in aitificial cascades 
fiom thia ho ^ht forming ^pietty stieim Below in the 1 ol 
Ions ot tt e overhanging rock? rows of lamps i ere placed ovei 
whn,h the fluid rushed f om the ci'icxdo like a shower of 
diamonds whilst the flashing 1 ghts beneath had in indestnba 
biy brilliant effect the fine bionze figure? nntarnished glittered 
like statues of gold in the lajs of thousands of beamiug stars 
the long avenues of splendid pines that border each side of the 
artificial stieam below were also iliuminited and the view was 
terminated by an enormous sun sixty feet in diameter that 
&i peared to he hovering over the sea in the distance invisibly 
suspended m the mi T1 eie weie not many colouied lamps and 
tho e were jliced imoEg the flo>Aeis in the gardens which hid 
a,n extiemely pleasing eflect. Tho others did not resemble those 
used in England, but were merely little earthenware saucers, 
filled with grease, and furnished with a wick ; these were placed 
on a frame-work of wood, painted black, and made into various 
designs. Soldiers stood at intervals on it, or were mounted on 
ladders behind, in readiness to relight the lamps that might 
accidentally become extinguished. One little fact connected 
with this magnificent festival deserves to be recorded, if it be 
only to show that enthusiastic cheers and delighted shouts can 
be made to order, and according to the reguiations of the police, 
by which everything in fact is conducted in Eussia. A general 
assured us that there was a number of men stationed among the 
crowd whose duty it was to shont in extasy whenever the signal 
was given them on the appearance of any person of rank on the 
balcony whose position demanded notice. This was the key-note 
for as many as liked to join in the chorus, otherwise they did 
not dare to make any exclamations of pleasure or satisfaction. 
Disapprobation was of course entirely out of the question, as the 
least sign of it would subject the delinquent to disagreeable cou- 
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Beqnences. There ivere also a great many spies doing duty 
among the crowd, who were placed there in order to hear what 
might he said of the whole affair. 

The second festival, that on the annlTersary of the Emperor's 
coronation, took place in Moscow, A description of it would 
lie merely a repetition of what has just been stated. There was 
one sight, however, that conld be seen nowhere else but in that 
city, and that was the Kremlin illuminated. Its numerous 
churches and towers decorated witli what appeared from below 
to be a vast number of brilliant little stars,— the gilded crosses 
glittering in the dark azure sky, — the high and massive walls 
covered with one immense design resembling embroidery in light, 
—the Alexander gardens below, illuminated with thousands of 
lamps, — the showy costumes of the Oircasaiau guards, — the gay 
dresses of the people, — the bright uniforms of the military, as 
they passed in crowds to and fro, — formed altogether a splendid 
sight, well worth the trouble of a journey from St. Petersburg 
to Moscow to behold. The illmnination was at the expense of 
the city merchants and shopkeepers, who subscribed an enormons 
sum for the purpose. Magnificent though it was, yet for the 
large sum subscribed it ought to have been more so ; but as it 
was necessarily nnder the direction of the police authorities, they 
doubtless took a good percentage for their trouble. 

lUuminationa in St. Petersburg are paid for by a kind of tax 
which the police demand of each house ; and as the Russians 
illuminate for everything, they must form a good source of profit 
to these "honourable men." Rot a single baby belonging in the 
fiftieth degree to tho imperial family can either bo born or chris- 
tened without a round of five hundred cannon and an illumina- 
tion ; not a score of Turks can be killed, or half a dozen guns 
taken, without a similar demonstratioE of public rejoicing The 
latter may be a " make-believe," very convenient m the time of 
defeats and retreats to blind the nation's eyes to the tiuth, espc 
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ciallj as no authentic accounts are ever putilislied for tho people. 
The manner of ilhiminating in Russia is differotifc from ours. 
Little gveasc-pots are placed at intervals along tho kerbstone of 
the pavement, at about the same distaoce apart as are our lamp- 
posts in London. The effect is not at all imposing ; besides 
which, they are at the mercy of the wind and rain, which gener- 
ally cause an ugly hiatus here and there. 

Whilst speaking of illuminations I must not omit to mention 
one tiat we saw in Archangel ; it was certainly not to be com- 
pared to the two already described, but it had a very beautiful 
effect from the lamps being placed in holes made in the snow. 
The weather was veiy cold, and the damp had frozen in crystals 
on the trees, so that it looked hko a scene in northern fairy-land, 
or as if some silver grotto of the gnomes had been suddenly 
thrown up on the surface of the earth 

The nyht On which the news reached St. Petersburg that the 
Snasian army had crossed the Danube, there was a great 
illiiraini,tioa hy order of the aathoiities. The weather was 
feaiful , tho high wind ind beating storm sooe effaced all 
traces of the l)ght<! and the ^tieots shortly became as dark 
and as desolate a bef ire— an ev 1 lug iry of the misfortunes so 
boon to follow 
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I HAVE givea no acconnt of our various journeys in Russia, 
as it would bo merely a repotition of the same terms, in whick 
forest, sand, and morass would figure as the leading objects, 
and would indeed be only wearisome to tlie reader. Not bnt 
that there are some pretty places here and there, but they are 
very wide apart, and the trouble of wadiug through two or three 
hundred versts of monotonous travels over the unchanging post- 
roads would be but ill repaid by being told tlmt oq sucli a spot 
stands such a town or such a village, the name of which is 
never heard beyond the frontiers of the province in which it is 
situated, and which possesses no interest whatever for any one 
bnt the traveller himself, who in journeying through the country 
is apt to hail the sight of an inhabited place with much the same 
feeling as he who in making a voyage across the ocean welcomes 
the appearance of a strange ship in the offing : so inconceivably 
wearying is the constant view of the endless tracts of forest-land 
and waste. Descriptions of provincial towns would be almost as 
tiresome as those of pine-woods and marshes ; the same style of 
houses, the same kind of churches with green roofs and gilt 
domes ; the streets badly paved, or rather unpaved ; the same 
nnvaryii^ background of firs and sky — in fact " sameness oM." 
10 
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318 WANT OP ANIMATION- IN THE PEOPLE. 

Besde'f all thesp ob]ections to a detailed i coint so miny 
de= r jt ons bave alreidy been published that the loadfrom &t 
Peteisburg to Moscow laubt be almost is well known as that 
fiom London to loiL liothiuD; xeihaps is more &tr k ng to a 
foreigner travelling tlirougli Russia than the utter want of 
ammaton m the ptnple thern ait. uo metry Ii gl s r n^, n^ 
joyou'ily on the ear from sone 1 ght heartel miidea no 1 yely 
bustle at the pu tstiti ns when tLe dilgenee stojs to haige 
Lore such as was seen on urn Iir OLcasiona when stige 
coaches ttn on the level roils of Englanl when the arr val 
of the Loudon mail caused qute an excitement in the v llajje 
The sound of songi may be eyerjwhero heard it ib true but 
they can S(.arcel) be called juyful ones — they aie almost alvv i.yi 
sad and mournful being in the minjr key the mehnrholy 
cadi> ices aa a P ench wiitei rem^irks m ght bo 'iaid each 
to conta n a ten The peasants downcist looks and inex 
pressive fa«es — ther cowed manner as if they weie shrink ng 
from an uplifted lash— the want of intelligence which the absence 
of civilization causes in their conntenancc, give them an almost 
brutish appearance, and cause a painful sensation in the stranger's 
heart. Even the cattle seem to want that air of life which makes 
our fields and meadows so gay ; there are no snowy flocks and 
fraking lambs, no shepherd's dog with joyons bark, no robin on 
the flowery thorn : it is, as my friend remarked, not the " repose 
of the living," but the "slumber of the dead," that reigns orer 
the land of Muscovy. 

A nobleman's mansion contains as much beautiful furniture, as 
many articles of taste and luxury, as we could see anywhere else ; 
the apartments are, generally speaking, much larger and loftier 
than with ns ; the whole of them are thrown open for the recep- 
tion of guests and for the free circulation of tJie air ; and a long 
suite of rooms thus disclosed has a very pretty perspective effect. 
The floors are not covered with carpets, but are composed of 
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J 1 (net la 1 oal. ve y often ea li oom 1 a floo of 
1 dffe ent do ^a the doors irp bil 1 ly b jo te es 
n atch ng tte ndo v-c rta as of o ch ood Rpleiid d hancle- 

e ^ a e every yhe e a ; ended f om aboye many of tho c i n^? 
1 e r chly pa nted fre co in 1 1 ^leit deal of g 11 n^ adds to 
le eflect the cIj, s and sofa3 are cove ed v th velvet or 
flo ere 1 & Ik of th mo t be t f I and d 1 ate colo r ma He 

tat and elc^ nt ya a are jla el be e anl ti'ere tl 
objects of T rtu i,c Ihe I dy of the house lis i lo lor 

h eb s often •! c m] lete (,cm tbe spl c 1 1 f n t e co rel 
B th Igbt bl e o o e colon ed s t n o b ocil the nla d 
floor partly overed v tl a Pe in carpet tbe til les a 
mir fuet r e enam 1 a d o molu on wh ch elegant tr fieij of tbe 
mo t esq te taste a e i lace 1 fine and vahable p ctnrea 
dccorato the wall vh h are probal ly coyered w th flowered 
slko satD nsteadofjape The g ntlemaus cibnet s bat 
pla nlj farn si ed iii compa sun I do not know where I read 
some time amce A Deser pt on of the &t e of the E bs an 
Nobhty It WIS certa nly is tb ElB^'^ton tlat I 11 o 
whoeTer wrote the description could never hive seen or eateied 
tb h f bl ni tb St P t b e M w 
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poverty, aud almost of want, to the doing anything to increase, 
by their own labour, the slender means famished by the serfs of 
some insignificant estate, who generally are doubly miserable 
from the pressing indigence of their owners. To these people 
and their dwellings the names of sties and their usual occupants 
may be jastly applied, for they live in dirt and discomfort, in the 
midst of filth and vermiu that conld only find their equal in an 
Irish lodgiug-house ; they sleep ou the sofa, which is so dirty 
that the silt with which it is coyeicd is almost invisible ; their 
clothmg IS so abominably unclean, that it is quite ofleusive , aud 
they hTe "litt^iilement de pommes de terre," as ne were often 
assured let when thoe people q.q out then filthy undei 
clothmg 13 bidden by a ^bowy 'iilk gown ind cloak a la, mode 
They pay visits in then own carnages, ^\hich are wormeaten and 
worn, with four horses lialf starved — a coachman, footmau, and 
postilion m miseiably soiled and tainiahed liveries, thev luok 
duwn with contempt upon leapectable merchinta and shop 
keepeis, ind to use i vulvar expression, they turn np their nose 
at the mdu'itnoaf, ' parce que Ipm naissance est noble" I 
shall never foigefc the disdain with which one of these second 
r^to people mentioned one day at dinner that an English. n,ei 
chant m St Petersburg had made her daughter an offer , 
"but how was it possible?" she said, "uahomme qui n'eat pas 
noble 1" 

The Bleeping apartments in the houses of very rich people are 
elegantly arranged and separate from the drawing-rooms ; but 
in many they form a part of the suite of salons. They are 
divided by aa ornamental screen from the other part of the 
room, so that a stranger may frequently have been in them with- 
out having had the least idea that they were the sleeping rooms 
Each room is heated by a kiud of oven, which, when the wood 
is burned to ashes, is shut down so as to confine all the warm 
air and prevent it from escaping, and thus an equal temperature 



ism. jy Google 



PEASANTS' ISBAS. 231 

is ensured. If tiiis Ktore bappea to be closed, too soon, the 
vapour diffused througli the apartment is extremely injurious, 
being the fames of charcoal, which find no egress from the double 
windows, and produce a teiTible headache, and a sensation as if 
water were running over the brain : it is soon cured by being a 
short time in the open air. 

The isbas, or cottages, are eonatvucted by the peasants them- 
selves ; the exterior is formed of baiks, cut of precisely the same 
1 gth d th" k ! "d h ■ t 11 b tl th r the 
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comer ; and, if the peasants be rich enough, a lamp filled with 
oil is burning before it. The bedroom in a cottage is the one in 
which the inmates live and cook ; the bed for the family is the 
flat top of the stove, where they enjoy then sleep and fairy 
dreams in company with the cockroaches, tairacans and brown 
beetles, in a heat that seems sufficient to bake thpm and in aa 
air fonl and close enough to^tifle any one but a Ru«s an We 
were once travelling near Yelsk, and stopped loi i short t me at 
one of the cross-road stations ; it was in the middle of the night 
when we arrived. On going into the room, we looked around, 



ism. .,,■ Google 



ani3, at tlie Evat sight, we all tliouglit that tbe walla were 
pajiered, a small tallow candle alone serving to make darkness 
Tisibla ; bnt on approachiog nearer, to onr horror and dismay, 
they were completely covered with insects that must not be 
Eamed to ears polite ; myriads swarmed even upon the cciliug. 
"We rn h d I tl les ly i w the stairs, and, when we had 
go, wo trembled lest we should 
olony oa our dresses, 
tuts sleep on the bare ground, 
When the weather is not wet, 
jwhere, ia their ordinary dress 
their faces to the earth. 
t their isbas becomes decayed, 
ppcr part by means of beams 
d reconstruct the lower part, 
ttage almost m good as it was 

t mtevesting sights is the break- 
g rivers. As spring advances, 
[ t ng the day when it will take 
y 1 e teen atandmg .ilong the qi ays 
11 fixed on the same object givmg 
their opmion from past Cipenence drawm^ inieiences iiora 
the black and watery ippearince of the ice and gravely 
debitmc, upon the piobibility of its disappeaiing either to day 
or to-morrow." Gentlemen bet wagers on it, ladies chattel' 
about it, peasants quarrel over it ; every person, is interested 
concerning it, and, when it is first seen to move, pleasure is 
expressed on every Taee. 

The breaking up of the ice of the Neva is by no means so 
magnificent a spectacle as that of the Volga or the Northera 
Dwina, although the whole of the frozen masses from the lake 
of Ladoga descend by its stream. 
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How delighted I was when, for the first time, I saw the 
breaking up of the ice in the Dwina 1 Somotiraea the immense 
blocks seemed to assame the shape of a lion, a dog, a swan, and 
every kind of figure, beautiful or grotesque, according to the 
fancy of the spectator. The rushing and crashing of the enor- 
mous masses in their onward journey to the ocean ; the force 
with which they became heaped one on another, as if they were 
really endowed with life, and were struggling to obtaiu tKe fore- 
most place in the watery race ; the deep blue sunny sky that 
had succeeded the cloudy canopy of the dreary winter months ; 
the flocks of wild swans ; the solitary sea-mew, skimming with 
snowy pinions the liberated waves— formed a scene altogether 
strange and beautiful. Sometimes some huge bark would float 
by, like a wreck vainly struggling with its fate amid the sea of 
ice, and carried along with iiTesistible force ; sometimes an 
uprooted pine or sombre fir might be seen dashing against 
everything in its way. 

Many fatal accidents occur at these times. I remember a 
sad day we once passed at Jaroslaf when the Volga was break- 
ing up. The ice is a long time floating past, from the immense 
length of the river and the numerous tributaries that empty 
themselves into it. We used, when the weather was fine, to go 
in a party to the shore to enjoy the sight. It was on one of 
these occasions that we perceived a bark rapidly descending the 
stream. On its nearer approach it was discovered that there 
were several people on hoard. It came so close to the shore 
that the men could hail if. To our horror they informed us 
that they had been eeven days on board, and that they had 
eaten up all their provisions " three days ago." They begged 
and prayed that some help might be given them, for they had 
not a single piece of bread or any other article of food remain- 
ing. Loaves were instantly brought, and every exertion was 
made to throw them on the deck. Some men even drove at full 
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speed along tlie banks, so as to precede the vessel, and have the 
better chance of succeei^ng ; but, alas ! all was in vain. 
Every attempt failed ; and the bark, witi the ill-fated peasants, 
tf t f ght 
J m ? I k 1 f 
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of the streets, and the seivants weie employed to throw them 
into the windows of the poor people's houses, lest they should be 
starved. In Petersburg there are stones inserted here and there 
with the date 1824 inscribed on them, to commemorate the 
dreadful inundation of that year. During it thousands of people 
perished, whole villages were washed away, the coffins of the 
dead were seen floating down the streets, and the names of those 
enclosed therein wore read on the plates as they passed by. 
Each spring the capital is in a similar danger. One other like 
misfortune would be akoost the ruin of it. A lady told me 
that she was residing on the quay at the time, and mentioned a 
curious circumstance. The countless rats infesting the banks 
suddenly made their appearance by thousands, and sat on the 
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window-sills, or any place where thej could be in safety, antU 
the waters had subsided : they tiiea as suddenly disappeared, 

It seemed that we were destined to witness misfortunes on the 
day aboYO alluded to on the shores of tlio Volga, for we were 
just on the point of returning home when another bark hove in 
siglit. We waited, out of curiosity, to see it pass by. Only one 
man was oa board : he and a dog were standing together on the 
deck. At last, perceiying how near thej were to the shore, he 
resolved to make a desperate attempt to reach it. He seized a 
pole, and, calling to his companion, leaped upon a large sheet of 
ice that was floating past. The people on shore, admiring his 
courage and agility, cheered him to the utmost, and, with shouts 
and acclamations, stood ready to welcome him to land. The 
poor dog, having less boldness than his master, or warned by 
instinct of the imminent danger, remained for a few seconds upon 
the fast receding bark, whining with grief and dismay, and then 
made up his mind to run the same risk. He soon stood by the 
side of the man, whose steps he followed as he leaped from one 
sheet of ice to another by the aid of the pole. All eyes were 
eagerly watching their morement' They really seemed to have 
a chance of success. Anoth d tl 1 ; th y w 

now witMn twenty yards fthh C g btd 

the multitude ; " there is J t 1pm d th d 

over." The man looked at th wd f g f 11 

to extend a helping hand, whlw tlft Ih 

trembled violently. Was t p 1 1 th t t th 1 t ff t h 
heart failed Mm ? The d hdl lylpdthwty 
space, and had reached th h f ty wh 1 1 t d 

barking encouragement tohmt C g gn 

shouted the people; "Go I Th p f b h 

the man was standing w fl t g th b t 

chance, and that was going from him. He summoned all his 
10* 



ism. jy Google 



226 THE AGED PEASANT. 

energies A cry of despair was heard, answered by one of hor- 
ror from the spectators, as the body of the unhappy peasant was 
swept rapidly past us down the rivep, impelled oawards by the 
crashing massses under which he had disappeared. Poor 
fellow I the ice that had been strong enough to bear the weight 
of his hght-footed companion, gave way with his, and the fate he 
BO earnestly sou Itt a to t khm tlat 

A friend of 03 Itdtutht my bf being 
at Feterhof wh a th N a wa b L. p 1 wa at the 

window one day wh h th j^ht h j d n Iject at 

an immense dist ff n th By m an f t I scope 

she was enabled t p oH p a ant on his kn ,1 white 

hair streaming in the wind, his hands raised in imploring despair 
towards hearen, apparently praying for that aid that none, 
alas 1 could render him. His horse and telega were standing 
by, soon destined to become the prey of the rnshing waters 
that surrounded them. He was swept gradually from her sight, 
but, as long as it were possible to discern him, he still remained 
on h s knees a th a ne att tude of leyot o 

In ht Peterslurg is oon is t! e e has d ij-jea ed the 
conmind nt ot the fo tress cros ea the r ver to the w nter 
palace on tie oiposte ede Several boats w th fla^s fiyng 
a d bands pity ng form 1 k n 1 of 1 juat e p ess on Tl e ens 
torn VIS that on tl e commandant s j re entat on of 1 gold cup 
on ti 3 occas on to the Empero h s Majesty sho Id return t 
filled with du at but ad Ceceral F - ■ ■- 1 3 Maje tv 

perc V ng that by ome anaeeonntable d cans the uj 1 e me 
la "er every year Vi as under the eees ty of 1 m t no- the nun 
1 er of ducats to a fisel um s nee wh h t me no h ge 1 a 
been ob e el n the s ze of the cap It not unt 1 th s c e 
mony has taken place th t any boit are pe m tte 1 to ro a the 
&eva as the rap d 1 scent of the e may cause fatal aee dent 
numi" e of nit I arka ome don n from the 
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interior as soon as tKe river ia clear, Tiiej are large, unwieldy, 
flat-bottomed boats, coQstrncted in a very primitive fasbion, 
with an eDOvmous barbarous-iooking helm, at which a long- 
bearded peasant, in loose shirt and trowsers, is generally stand- 
ing. Several others propel the Tcssel with long poles, which 
must be very fatiguing, as they are obliged to walk to and fro 
incessantly. A gallery is often erected onteide, on the upper 
part of the large corn-barks, with a long wooden seat, on which 
the men can sit when the vessel is at anchor. When a couple 
of these boats rna foul of each other, the people on board run 
hither and thither, shouting and bawling with all their might, 
making clumsy attempts to get free, and perform a frantic pan- 
tomime, as if the accident tad driven them completely mad. 
At last, slavo Bogen! they part company with their bulky 
friend, and are in no more danger from his awkward embraces, 
so all goes on as before, until a similar event again occurs, when 
they become animated by another aeces. 

These poor men have perhaps come a thousand versta or more 
from their native villages, pursuing patiently their toilsome and 
weary journey, pushing themselves onwards with those long thin 
poles, walking three limes the length of the whole distance in 
going to and fro as wo see them now, to bring the produce of 
their proprietors' estates — corn, flas, linseed, deals, and hides. 
Their cargoes are destined mostly for the English market, and 
will be taken in this manner down to Cronstadt,* where they 
will be transferred to British vessels. Theirs must be a dreary 
life, one would think ; yet on the bauks of the Volga I have 
often passed an agreeable hour in listening to their wild songs, 
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as the sounds were boi-ne to the shore from the straDge-Iooking 
barks, during' the cairn evenings of a Russian summer. 

The little ferry-boats that ply oa the Neva are slight, dau- 
geroua-looliing things, with a very elevated stern, painted with 
all sorts of colours, and in every device that may suggest itself 
to the owner's fancy : sometimes there is a fine landscape at the 
back of the seat, sometimes extraordinary tulips and marvellous 
roses, most unhappy-looking fish, or a melancholy lady and gen- 
tleman staring at each other. The boatmen are like the 
peasants, with long beards aud loose shirts, and generally civil 
and obliging ; indeed, it must be allowed that the lower class 
of the Russians are remarkably so, not only to their superiors, 
but to each other. The most unpolished boor in the country 
will always take off his hat when he meets a companion or 
acquaintance, and that with quite as much respect as to a 
person above him in rank. 

A little pleasure-trip in these small boats to some of the 
numerous islands in the vicinity of St. Petersburg is extremely 
agreeable on a summer's evening. These islands arc formed by 
different branches of the Weva and by canals, which serve to 
drain the marshy ground of which they are composed. 
Although everything about them is purely artificial, Nature 
having done little enough to embellisli them, yet the effect pro- 
duced is very delightful. Pretty little country houses, or fancy 
isbas, built of wood and fantastically decorated, show them- 
selves here and there among the foliage of a forest of trees and 
shrubs ; a Chinese temple or Turkish kiosk placed on some little 
promontory arrests our attention ; a Greek statue or Corinthian 
column ornamenting some sequestered spot, and half buried in 
the creeping plants that twine around it. The whole scenery is 
entirely flat, there are no hills or even elevations, and its chief 
charm consists in the brightgreen verdure with which the 
islands are covered, the clear blue streams everywhere meeting 
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snpportiug them must be almost equal to that iacnrred by the 
"million of men," the mighty boast of the Eussian nation, 
which is not yet enlightened enough to perceive who pays for 
them all. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Education— The highest stadie!— Enssiaa hialnry— Intsllibililj of the Oaa—1 



Education in Russia, unless strictly private and SQperiiiteDded 
by tutors and gOTernesses at home, is entirely under the snrveil- 
lance and control of the government, in which undoubtedly there 
is great policy, " Train np a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old ho will not depart from it." This is a truth from 
too high an luthonty to be ciUed in question, and it is on this 
principle thtt the government acts, justly judging that what is 
in&tiUed into the mind of youth la the most diffii-ult to efface, 
and posse'-se? in influenco in after years thit ctn never be 
entirely shaken off, although it may become weakened Even 
ordinary schools aie iisited by mspectois appointed by the 
authoritLes, who examine the pnpih, the branches of instruction 
stndicd by them, thp hooka uspd, A,e By this means, they pos 
sess immense ponei over the nsing generation, as ot eourse only 
such an imount of knowledge as the government approves of is 
allow pd to be taught — history, m which thp names of the Caais 
and the date9 alono cin bo regarded aa tiue, the rem under 
being mpicly an histoncil lomance wiitten toi the glorification 
of RooBia and ill that apertains to it or to the imperial family, 
m whuh every pimce fh^t evei reigned in Muscovv excepting 
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the false Dmitri,* is lecorded as having been posiessed of all the 
virtues under heaven, while not the sli|,htest notice is tiken of 
their violent e^it from the world geography and statistics 
which magnify every object within the fiontiers (f the enp re 
giving' the most fabulous account of all the pC! essions ^nii 
might, the lesonrces and riches of the Czar and dim uisbing 
those of every other conatry , and so on of every other study 
that CdQ be turned to advantage by the government 

Religion IS also taught by puebts at all pubhc estabi shments 
and it must be confessed thit one of the chiet uses to which it is 
put 13 to inculcate the most slavish reverence foi the Emperor 
who, according to them, is icfalhbie m all epiritual and temporal 
matters, and as holy as the Pope is in the eye& of the fan-it cal 
Roman Catholics. 

Submission and obedience, or rathei slav shne s and servility 
are qualities infinitely more value I by the anthorities than any 
other virtue, On making in ^uines ot students concerning 
rewards, &c., we were always answered " O good conduct (i e 
submission) is th fi t d t m h gr t th th 

progress we m L t d 

All St. Pet burg w t m m th g t 

anecdote that tl und fth tdw tl y 

where as the v y 1 m f m ! p f t It th A 

young lady in f th fi t I 1 1 t f th t ty wh 

brother had b I t K 1 f t 1 y th T k d 

morning the n f h d th t? ! g ram t d t 
her, she smiled and said that she was " rejoiced to hear it, as he 
had died for the Emperor." A sentiment so elevated and noble 
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was of course repeated to imperial ears, and tlie pseudo-Spartau 
flamsel was handsomely rewarded by a splendid dowry, and the 
assuiance that hei fature fortune should be cared, for, "Pour 
encouiager !es autres," as Voltaire said oa another occasion. 
When such enconragements are giTcn to youth of both sexes, 
and what v, e should consider as a vice is held up as the highest 
point of excellence, and inculcated from the earliest age, when 
the heart can be moulded to auy form, it would be worse than 
useless to expect a just sense of moral independence, nobility of 
soul, or true sentiments on liberty, from men and women so 
educated. To do the Rassians justice, they have " minded what 
their teachers said," and have perfected themselves in the lesson, 
for, notwithstanding many good natural qualities which they 
undeniably possess, I think it would be impossible to find in any 
country so much baseness, deceit, acd hypocrisy as are to be met 
with every day in Russia, and especiallj in the capital. 

One of the greatest punishments to the nobility is the being 
banished from St. Petersburg and from the light of the Emper- 
or's countenance. I remember a few years ago, when four ladies 
of rank, one of whom was, they say, a Countess O — — f, thought 
proper to go to a raasqnerade and afterwards to a restaurant, 
where they all became " tellement ivres" that they were taken 
home by the police, on droahskies. Two of them were exiled to 
their estates for five years, and it was remarked, par Us mavr 
vaises langtiis, that his Majesty had shown his usnal discrimina- 
tion, for the two who were endowed with pretty faces were 
allowed to reraaiu in the capital (where, I believe, they are still 
an ornament to hii court), and the otheis were sent awaj 

Ihe government, in its excessive ciie regaidmg instruction, 
ha'5 established colleges and si-hools for eveiy blanch and 
for every link m society excepting the 'eifs, who, poor 
people' know -^erj little more than the cattle they diive, 
01 beyond then own uarae and that of then village It la 
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not an exa^eration to say that they do not know their 
grandfathers, for among the serfs there are no surnames ; 
like a dog', they ouly bear one name while alive, and 
leave none behind them when they are dead. Nine out of every 
ten cannot fell yott how old they are, so it may readily be 
imagined what the extent of their knowledge is. In speaking 
of this wronged and " evil entieated claaa, I may mention, as 
d, propos to the subject of education that I once went to a school 
which M. S ■■■-■, a gentleman of the province of Twer, boasted 
he had established on h s estate He was possessed of nearly 
four thousand sonls (s. e men) so of coarse, I expected to see 
a noisy crowd of merry boys all busily engaged in learning their 
ABO. I was shown into a small room in which were six or 
eight young lads standing with a dull and heavy look over some 
dirty books, the contents of which I had the curiosity to examine. 
The first one I took up was a Latin catalogne of the names of 
plants, with the pronunciation in Russian letters and the trans- 
lation on the opposite page. No wonderj poor boy I ho looked 
dull and heavy, to he obliged to con over those long botanical 
names in a language of which he knew nothing, and to repeat 
them like a parrot to the master, without feeling the least inter- 
eat or meaning in the study. I cspressed ray surprise at his 
having to learn out of such a book, when I was informed that 
the lad was destined to be a gardmier on the estate ! and every 
one of those eight unhappy youths was only being taught to 
serve bis owner's interest. One was to be a steward, another a 
village apothecary for the serfs, and so on, just as if they were 
BO many machines of flesh and blood whioh might be pnt to any 
use that tlieir master pleased. This circumstance accounted suf- 
ficiently for the absence of the others, for, as they were destined 
to be merely field-labourers, it was not thought worth while to 
teach i^ft any more than the horaes and oxen on the 
estate ! 
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The University at St. Petersburg is a long white-faced build- 
ing on the quay of Vassali OstrofF. The students are taught as 
much as it is thonght proper for them to know, and their studies 
are conducted under the watchful eye of the authorities ; from all 
I could find out, astronomy seems to be the only science that is 
permitted to he thoroughly iuYestigated by Russian subjects ;* 
for the revolutions of the stars have not much to do with those 
of monarchies, nor the precession of the equinox with tlie 
advaneo of civiiization. 

Some years ago I was told an anecdote, which I was assured 
was a true one, and my informant affirmed that he knew the par- 
ties well, I will relate it here, as it may serve to show how 
matters are conducted ia the Kussiau alma mater. I premise 
that the students do not reside under the roof of the university, 
but have to find lodgings elsewhere, and that many of them are 
extremely poor Among the latter class was a young mau of 
more than ordinary talents, who by great perseverance and 
industrious application had twice merited the prize ; but there 
were two obstacles to his receiving it ; the first was his poverty, 
which forbade him to offer any of those golden bribes which 
cause the superiors to discover wisdom in a foul and talent iii an 
idiot ; the second was the dislike one of the professors bore to 
him and his jealousy of Ws talents. 

The young student having been twice cheated of his just 
reward, was yet determined upon making a third effort to obtain 
it. His finances were hecome so reduced, that it was only by 
great privations and excessive economy that he could manage to 
exist, and pay for the liumhle lodgiug he occupied ; indeed it 
was almost beyond hk means to remain long enough to pass his 
examination lie was sure of the prize if it depended only on 



Hosmnjy Google 



236 THE POOK STTTPENT. 

the knowledge required to obtain it ; and it may readily be 
imagined with what anxiety he awaited the day which was to 
decide his fate I should remaik that more than the actual 
hoaoi was involyed , his daily breid, hi j ue f o n ut 
starvatioa, depended upon his passing tl e o d al th d t as 
so doing ftoald entitle him to some p t nd nm n 

which would furnish him with at least the m ans of b t n 
The time at lost arrived , the examinat on was pis d nd 
nothing remamed but the receiving of the ewa d whi h I had so 
justly earned All the professors, esitn tleoebfe 
mentioned, bad testified their approbation h o e al n was 
necessary to complete the votes that would decide the aft<iir. 
AH eyes weie turned on bim, when suddenly ho arosu and 
announced bis intention of retaining his " suffrage," making t>ome 
lemarks concerning the conduct (* t submission) of the student 
as tlie ezLUse for bis hateful injustice The unfortunate young 
man, before whose eyes staivation and want presented them- 
selves in grim and terrnble reality, who had been buoyed up to 
the very last moment with the certainty of reward, now saw all 
his hopes scattered to the winds, his prospects for the future 
dashed to the earth, hia plan for his own support and that of his 
mother (for be was a widow's son) crumbled into dnst. Indig- 
nation at the injustice, grief at his loss, anger, rage and despair, 
seized upon his heart, and, urged by an irresistible impulse, he 
rushed forward and struck the villain whose envy and hatred had 
caused him so great a nusfortune. He was immediately arrested, 
brought to trial, and condemned by the Emperor himself to 
receive a thousand lashes of the knout. 

This instrument, which happily is unknown out of the Musco- 
vite empire, inflicts so dreadful a chastisement, that a single 
blow, when struck on particular parts of the back or side, is 
sufficient to deprive a human being of life ; and I have often 
been assured that, if the criminal be rich enough, he pays the 
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wretch destined to be be his executioner* to put him as speedily 
as possible out of his pain, by striking him in a vital part. "When 

the day arrived on whii'h the Enhappv young min was to suffer 
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motion lud mflicteLl '.p(ci bbivs oa hia ba k The =lwc at 
last Jiiyen to desperation at be ig mide the v Ltims f i ha 
amusement one day placed kim. m tlie michmp and let him feci 
oy eipeiience the pain he had so often out of mere wanton 
cruelty caused them to endure How he esciped from thtir 
hands I never heard but he d d find means to do ''O ai d imme 
diately lodged complaints agiinst them they weie c ted aid 
condemned to be knoated An eye witness ot the i punishme it 
assured me that the sime feaifnl details took place as tho e 
mentioned m the precediU;^ example but he also ad led that 
ciir ai;es filled with ladies {to their shame and disgrace) were 
diawn up in a line and then oeoQpants were the spec ators of 
this diabolical eiecution Weil might oui fuend have pro 
Dounced that c etait le siecle de Loma Qninze foi does not 
this lem nd ns of the eiowd of ladies of kis oouit who were nit 
nes'^ea to the iwful punishment of his n ould be assassin and of 
the amable countcs who so feehnglj and gracefuUy „we i 
desciiptiofl of the hoiiid scene at an evening paity on the 
same d^y on which they hid seen it ' 

Bnt enough of these horrois let uo return to the subject 
from whith then ec tal has formed t Ions; d greis on The 
■University men eschew tt e lo ^ black gown and sqaire topped 
cap of Os.ford anl C mb lj,e a d have a mfo m assigned 
them in which a cockel hit anl sw 1 fig re as tie most 
remarkable features As re irds the hat there f, lothiiig 
against that, s we Eaysnij-Oe cockel o e insners the pur- 
pose of cover ng the head as ell as anj other 1 ut tl e utility 
of the sword is iDComprehens ble A „ eat nu a! e of the 
students are Germans or rather Ru so-<. ermi s an 1 ome of 
them are excellent mus c ans they g ve a concert about once a 
fortnight dnring the w nter season for the benefit of the r poorer 
brethren. Tl p e c ncert i ncll no tl ifte i g, not 
only for the pie sa e of cont 1 I n^, to 1 nd He [urposo, 
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but also from the excellent manuer in wliicli the music is per- 
formed. 

There is a naval school at the Admiralty, in which maritime 
affairs are taught by theory, and fresh-water sailors manufactured. 

" Have you ever been to sea V I asked of a young officer of 
three- and-twenty, 

" Oh, yes 1" was the reply, " certainly ; I hayc been to Ilel- 
singfors !" 

There is a corps foreatiev, an establishment in which the mode 
of cultivating land, planting trees, &;c., is tang-ht. The gardens 
belonging to this corps are abont four miles from St. Petersburg, 
and are very interesting ; they contain a great Tariety of shrubs 
and flowers, to which much attention is paid. The grounds are 
laid out in the English style. 

Not far from this college, on the Tiborg road, is one for the 
deaf and dumb. I frequently saw the boys out at play iu tlie 
garden attached to the establishment. The utter silence 
reigning among so many unfortunate youtliB hail a moitfliful and 
oppressive effect, but they seemed happy and even merry. I 
had no opportunity of learning anything touching the mode of 
instruction pursued, or to what occupation the young men 
were destined upon quitting ; perhaps the government finds 
them useful. 

In St. Petcrsbuig theie is an academy for 'ictors and ictresses, 
near the Alexaudei Theitie they are educated at the expei se 
of the crown and ioi the first fifteen ye^is after completing 
their training they arc obh^ed to j,ive up the gre\ter p«t of 
their salaries to the gortinment this irringement cannot be 
very gratifying tu the arti tcs one would thmk for those fifteen 
years must be the ver) best m then Iwes snpposmg that they 
commence then histrnmc caieer at the age of eighteen iftcr 
the expiration of the ahive term they aie fiee to retain for 
themselves all they eim by then engagements 
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FAIT des sold at 

There are c mm I h Is for the bonrgeoisio, and priouts, 
or establishra t th B II aad Lancaster syatem, for poor 

children, such th f p tty shopkeepers, domeatic aervanta, 
and such like Imm numbers of the scholars in all the col- 
leges and diff t t bl hm nts are maintained at the expense 
of the croivn ti { d for by their parents. 

The hoys a Iway 1 the embarrassing restraints of a 
strict snrreill n j ung men of seventeen and eighteen 

cannot go horn t f m school unlesa they are attended 

by a relation or a servant. This plan, althoogh it may be thought 
proper for young ladies, seems excessively ridiculous for young 
men ; and of course, as a natural consequence of snch a measure, 
a^ soon as they become their own masters they do not know 
how to govern themselves ; and this is doubtless the cansc of a 
vast deal of evil in Russia. 

The study of the greatest importance in the Rnsaian code of 
instruction is that of modern languages,— French, German, aud 
English. The classic tongues are but little studied. Very few 
gentlemen know Latin, and still fewer have any acquaintance 
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with Greek. Although it is agreeable to be able to converse in 
all these different [anguagee, yet upon the whole it must be a 
defect ia the plan, of education to learn so many at once ; for the 
time thus taken up in acquiring so many words and grammatical 
rules would be better employed in obtaining useful and soUd 
information in one's own, and that is what the Rassians are 
extremely delcient ic. A great many really know nothing beyond 
the frontiers of their own country. The appearance of know- 
ledge given, by the facility of chattering fluently in so many lan- 
guages is a kind of imposition unless accompanied fay the acquire- 
ment of the wisdom contained in each. 

The establishments set apart for young ladies are under tho 
surveillance of the authorities in an equal degree aa those of the 
other sex. The principal colleges, or institutes as they are call- 
ed, are^the Catherine, in which none but girls of noble birth 
are admitted ; the Smolnoy, whict is divideii into two parts, one 
of which is for noble childrea and the other for the bourgeoisie ; 
the Patriotic, for ladies of inferior rank ; the Elizabeth, for tho 
daughters of mercliants, employes, &a. ; the Foundling, for 
orphans and others ; and the different Prionts, similar to those 
for the education of boys. 

The branches of study are varions. Aa usual, langnages take 
the first rank, foDowed by geography, religion, ancient and 
modern history (ii la Rush), physics, &e. &e. ; for each of these 
there is a professor appointed by tho crown. Music, drawing, 
dancing, and singing form the accomplishments, to which much 
time is devoted. 

In the Catherine lustitnte there are nearly four hundred young 
ladies of rank, and it is an excellent establishment, admirably 
conducted, under the direction of a lady of high rank who is 
responsible to the Empress ; she is assisted by three ladies who 
have the title of inspectr esses, and surveillantes, and called 
dames de classe. Tho directress is always designated Mamma 
11 
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by the pupils, which has a pleasing social sound. The ladies who 
conduct the establishment are obliged to wear an uniform, which 
consists of a dark blue dress and lace cap : the pupils, who are 
divided into two great classes, ha¥e also their uuiform ; the high 
class wear a puce-coloured stuff frock, the lower a dark green ; 
but they all have white aprons, sleeves, and tippets, similar to 
those of oar national schools. 

The young ladies enter for sis years, three of which are passed 
in the lower class, and the remainder of the term in the upper. 
During the whole of this period they are not allowed to be 
absent on any pretence whatever ; they never go out for a walk, 
and only twice a year for a drive, and they live quite as retired 
f th tn n Ethjw buried in a convent. In 

th t bl hm t tl li h hospital, and a splendid 

b 11 m d tt h 1 1 t } st, a comptroller of the 

h hn h t 1 p t a band of musicians, a 

g d f Id d mm ml r of aercants, who have 

h d t d f tl ] t Tl g atest order and regular- 

t p 1 ! t th fl f m 1 tary government is felt 

h 1 f y Id 1 h gives a kind of manner- 

m t t! b gH p d th y tern, as every action has 
tsdrUglif g \ d Oe day when I was there 

ltd 1 h t th ball-room ; one of the 

p t w t 11 t d quitting it ; each time 

hdd Imkdth m mit neons cheers as before. 
C ty 1 1 m t q wh t t m ant. " Oh 1" I was an- 

wd t Ifthy lip ctisiiig the salutation to 

th p h h f h to come the day after 

tm wfmtb ty dthyre therefore rehearsing 

' We hope you are well. Mamma,' so that they may all say it 
together." 

Notwithstanding tiie brilliant education that the young ladies 
receive by the aid of so many flrst-rate professors, and the care 
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and ti-oable taken in their Burveillance, it is still a question 
whether it is wise to have so many young people together ; at 
least, it does not agree with the ideas usually entertained in 
England. There is another great defect in this plan ; the pnpils 
have so Tery little leisure that they can take neither exercise 
nor recreation ; the only unoceupiod timo they have is one hour 
after dinner, which they spend in walking up and down tlie 
immense corridors which run the whole length of the building. 
The even tenor of their existence is varied by balls among them- 
selves on the anniversary of an imperial birthday, that of the 
coronation, the saint's day of the Institute, &e. On these occa- 
sions the invitations are restricted to female relatives of the 
young ladies. They have also a long recess during the sammer ; 
but they often nsed to tell me in confidence "that they would 
rather the masters came, for it made a little variety." A sortie 
or breaking up takes place once in three years, when the whole 
of the upper class leave the school, and then the lower take their 
place and become the first. A public examination takes place 
on these occasions, at which most of the imperial family are 
present ; prizes are awarded, the highest of which is le chiffre or 
the Empress's initials in diamonds and the others consist in gold 
and silver medah The young lady who gains the first prize 
becomes immoitahaed by having her name inscribed in golden 
letters oa an oial board, painted dark blue, which is suspended 
in the ball-room, whiuh the others have the pleasure of reading 
every day, and which seives to incite them to obtain a like dis- 
tinction. She IS also honoured by a kiss from the Empress. At 
the sortie the friends and relations attend, when some excellent 
performances on the piano, beautiful singing by the pnpils, and 
the examination of their drawings and embroidery, form a part 
of this interesting ceremony. 

In addition to the studies and accomplishment before men- 
tioned, there is a week, at certain intervals, in which the young 
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ladies aie taught to embroider and attend in the kitchen to 
learn the calmarj art I have taken the Catherine Institute as 
an example as it i the fiist in the cmpue but the otheia are 
conducted neaily on the same pUn The Smolaoy Institute con 
tains a greiter number of pupiK because several classea of 
society are reeeiTcd tl ere are eight hundred m the two divi 
Bionq In th.e Pitr otic there aie tliiee hnndicd ill fifty m 
the Elizabeth three hundred , in the Fouu Uu g six Jiundrcd 
There are 'iimilai establ shments n Moscow 

Everything is found foi the use ot thp j upds by the "rown 
their dresses linen shoe<! and even then pocket h an dk pi chiefs 
The snrveill^ntes or dames de classe are de service e^cry 
alternate day the other is entirely at their disposal 

Ptivate education that is education conducted nnlei the 
parent s loof is m ilmost every instance diiected by torcigneis 
— -French English or Germani If the family be ii(,h „enc 
lally an individual of each nation is ie''ideiit m the hou&e by 
\vhich means the [iai,ti''o of speaking the three langiaf,es is 
ensured It is very rire thit a Russian la engaged either as 
tutoi or IB go^cmcis The Russians are extremely kind to 
thotje who ui dertake the education of their children Certainly 
in lespect consideiation and ma/nte e let e towaids them they 
set an excellent example which might with advantt^e be fol 
lowed ehewhete for they judge truly -nhen they '^ay that if 
they be winting in the^e points themselves tun aids those 
intrusted with the cire of then children thej could not expect 
tho^e children to ( loht from their mstinction or rcipect them 
as they ought tj do In speaking of education in general I 
should aay that in Russia there n a greit deil too much restraint 
and watching, leaving the young person no time for reflection, 
by which the mind may be strengthened, and by this means so 
much distrust is displayed in the conduct of a youth of either sex, 
that, as a natural consequence, lying, deceit, and cunning are 
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produce(3, for no human being likes to know that Iiia every action 
is the subject of an established espionage, and he will inevitably 
resort to meanness to avoid detection. Too much attention also 
ia paid to exterior and showy accomplishments, such as dancing, 
music, &e. ; if they make a good flgnre in these, j>eii imporie k 
reste. In Russia there are few, it must be confessed, whom wo 
should call well-informed people, among either the ladies or 

The whole system of edncation in Russia seems to have been, 
indeed, espressly devised for stifling all feelings of independence 
in the heart of youth, so that they may submit without a strug- 
gle to the despotic government under which they had the misfor- 
tnne to bo born. Their minds are formed to one pattern, just as 
their persons are by the military drill ; their energies are mado 
to contribiite in every way towards the ^grandiaement of the 
Czar's power, and to render more solid the chains of their conn- 
try, "We can have no great jhwj," said a Russian, "because 
they are all absorbed in the name of the Emperor :" meaning 
that individual glory could not exist. The Mussulman teaches 
his child, " There is but one God, and Mahomet is his prophet," 
The Russian as piously inculcates the precept that " Sicbolas is 
his general." " Gfod and the Czar know it," is often the reply 
of a Muscovite when he can give no direct answer to a question.- 
A gentleman was one evening giving us an account of the 
Emperor's journey to Moscow, and of the manner in which he 
had been received on the route. " I assure you, " continued he, 
"it was gratifying in the extreme; for i&e peasanis knelt as he 
passed, just as if 'c'6tait le bon Diea lui-meme.'" Whatever 
pleasure lie might have felt on the occasion, I could not help 
regarding with astonishment and intense disgust a person who 
could thna exultingly speak of the moral degradation of his 
countrymen. 
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AwHouGH this is no book of travels, but merely a sketch of the 
Rnssians and Russian life, yet, aa I have frequently spoken of 
Moscow, perhaps a description of it may be acceptable. This 
fceautiful city strikes the stranger with admiration, as much from 
its flue situation as from the semi-Asiatic barbarism of it splen- 
dour. Poushkin, the aatioiial poet, speaks of its gjardens and 
its palaces, it crosses and its cupolas, that " form a crescent," 
and appeals to the hearts of his countrymen in some beautifnl 
stanzas ttat find their echo in cTcry Rassian breast, for there is 
no place in the empire for which they have so great an affection. 
"Mother" Moscow is the endearing epithet they bestow on 
their ancient capital ; and they would rather see St. Petersburg 
bnried in the morasses on which it is built than that any evil 
should befal Moscow. Patriotism in every pcoplf is to be 
admired ; and certainly tl I th E ' bear to their 
country, althongt mixed p « th u 1 f t ism, is worthy of 
onr respect. Moscow h 11 th p t fa holy city, and is 
still regarded by the iiai as th p t I The Moscowites 
themselves look down on th nhab tants f &t Petersburg as a 
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, fal sins and follies out of tteir path. The time that was formerly 
spent by them at balls, the opera, and card-tables, they now 
devote to nightly vigils in the churches, attending masg, and in 
vbtts to the convents and their musty inmates. The money 
which they used to throw away in gamliling and extravagance, 
they now employ in making rich gifts to religious houses, in par- 
chasing dresses for the priests, and in giving presents to pilgrims ; 
so that, as may be snpposed, tlie prospect of living merrily in 
Moscow is rather clouded ; but fortunately there are people 
neither so old nor so bigoted but that they have amusements of 
their own. There are an opera, a French theatre, assembly- 
rooms, which are very splendid, and every social entertainment 
the same as in St. Petersburg ; but the truth mast be told, 
they are all in very second-rate style. The streets in Moscow 
are irregular, narrow, and badly paved, but there is an Asiatic 
look about them and the inhabitants that pleases from its novelty. 
Some of the houses are magnificent in appearance, and the ele- 
vated situation of many of them adds greatly to their effect ; 
they lie scattered here and there among gardens, which serve 
greatly to embellish the general aspect of the city. The views 
presented by almost every opening are really beautiful, and 
possess so great a variety that they never cease to delight 
the eye. The churches are extremely curious ; many of them 
are very ancient, and, were it not for the gilt crosses on the top, 
they might be mistaken for oriental mosques Some of them 
have the most strange galleries on the exterior, the most extras 
ordinary embellishments of paint and colours, twisted towers, 
and wonderful roofs, that can be imagined. Bat let us take a 
walk into the Kremlin, and have a general view of the whole 
city. We are now passing down the Konsmitski Most, or 
Smiths' Bridge, ivhich is the principal street, the Pall-Mall 
of the Moscowites ; there are some good shops, nearly all 
French or Italian, yet everything Ijears the stamp of a second 
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capital. The faces we meet are quite in a different style from 
those we saw m St. Petersburg ; some of them are extremely 
pretty, and others very much the contrary. I believe it was ia 
Moscow that I saw the most frightful conutenauce I ever beheld. 
There are not many pedestriaas : the Moscow people are too 
Asiatic to be fond of esercise. The carriages that pass contain 
numerous portly old ladies and gentlemen, some of them with 
very Tartar-like faces, and looking solemn and grave. A few 
minutes' walk, a,Ed we are at the far-famed Kremlin itself. 
Its massive walls, and curious towers tapering to the sky, with 
small loopholes and windows, the terrace of earth on which it is 
built, may all recall to our mind the time when it formed the 
stronghold of Muscovy, when men fought with bows and arrows, 
and the besiegers were repulsed from lofty battlements. The 
general appearance almost reminds ua of the pictures of the old 
palaces of Hindustan, so perfectly oriental does it seem. What 
a number of churches crowded together 1 What a variety 
of domes, cupolas, and crosses, all glittering in the sun 1 That 
long, narrow garden, which forms a walk under the walls, 
was formerly the moat which rendered the Ercmliu a more 
secure abode for the Czar, for here is still the ancient palace of 
the Muscovite monarchs. That huge white building yonder, 
audaciously lifting its staring front over the walls, is the new 
imperial residence, which joins on to the old oae. It certainly 
spoils the picturesque mstrnhh of the Kremlin, and looks 
infinitely more like a range of barracks than aught else. Cross- 
ing the sloping way over the Alexander Gardens, we perceive 
that the wall encloses within its precincts not only innumerable 
churches and convents, but an arsenal and casernes, before 
which arc displayed, in a very prominent manner, several 
handsome guns, a part of the spoils of the grande armee, as they 
say. As wo proceed we see a variety of curious old churches, 
each more quaint and interesting than the last ; and now we 
11* 
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have a good view of Ivan Veliki (or the Cathedral of John the 
Great), the pride f th M w t f t f wh h th 

celebrated great b 11 f vrh b 
Seveval monks sw j p t 
innumerable milit y m t 

iu the foreground If t d 
side of the walk v> h II 1 
a thousand versts t B 1 w 

looking place ! Th It d m 
eupol tl b If 
3 bnildi th g d 
very irregularity f th t t 1 1 M t 1 b tf 

the hills on whiuh th ty built f m ti M k 

banks, succeed ca h tl tilt th d t Th ly 

object wanting to d th j m i -f t t Wl t 

a pity that the river is so narrow and scanty ! The view of 
Moscow, for an inland town, if it only had the broad Volga 
running through it instead of this poor shallow stream, which 
scarcely serves to float the riyer-boats, would be unequalled, 
excepting perhaps by the city of Mesico, which filled Cortez and 
his iron warriors witli so much deliglit. That enormous square 
bailding with a church in the centre, that we see yonder to the 
left, is the Foundling Hospital ; it contains some thousands of 
inmates ; the children are brought up to serve the crown, or as 
servants and needlewomen, according to their sex. The present 
state oF affairs in Russia renders such establishments necessary, 
in order to prevent the crime of infanticide, which would other- 
wise be a common one. Far away to the right are the Sparrow 
Hills,' a very pretty place of resort for picnic parties, &e. 

It was near the spot on wliich we now are that Napoleon the 
Great is said to have stood and gazed on the flames of the burn- 
ing city beneath him, in whose red glare of fiery light he read, as 
Belshazzar did of old upon the wall, that his empire had passed 
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away. Why did not NiLholas Icarn of a mightier man than 
himself how dangerous it is to invade tlie hearths and altars of 
another race when amhitun and not justice prompts the deed? 

We coald lemaia heie for hours and yet noTer be tired of 
gazing on this beiutiful tableau ; bnt there are many other 
objects to s^e anil so vie will coatinue onr promenade. 

In crossing the space within the Kremlin we pass more 
churches and moie baiiacka until we reach the Holy Gate ; the 
picture of the Virgin and Child is above it^of course it is a 
miraculous one. One of the greatest miracles it ever performed 
was the remaining where it is when the French invaded the city; 
for that gay and frolicsome people tried, so the Russians say, 
with all their force to remove it, but in vain ; so, sous entendu, 
it could be nothing but a supernatural power that kept it fixed 
where we now sec it. We heretics may imagine, from its shabby 
appearance, that they let it stay because it really was not worth 
their wHIe to take it away. The Buasiana regard it with 
extreme reTerence, anfi tlie sentinel placed near has strict orders 
to let no one pass through the gateway unless he uncover his 
head. Wo ladies are exempted from this penalty, and having 
unceremoniously walked through the arch we reach the large 
space in front of the Gorod or Gostinoi Dwor. That strangely- 
bnllt churcli to the right, painted of all sorts of colours and 
twisted into all sorts of contortions, is one that was erected at 
the command of Vassili the Blessed, or, as some say, Ivan the 
Terrible, the Muscovite Caligula,* who was so enchanted with 
it when it was finished that he ordered the architect's eyes to be 
pTdkd out, lest he should ever construct another similar in beauty. 
What a pleasing encouragement to genius I 

That heavy statue in front of the Gostinoi Dwor was, they 
say, cast to commemorate the defeat of the Poles when Poland 
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WOB more powerful thau Russia. That ponderous arm appears 
disproportioned to the figure. The Gorod is much larger than 
the Gostinoi Dwor in St. Petersburg, but it ia neither so clean 
flor kept in so good order : I think the shopmen are still more 
tiresome with their " What do jou wish ?" Some of the shops 
contain things of great Take, although not displayed to view. 
That decent-looking woman is inspecting real cashmere shawls, 
" How much is this one ?" she asks. 

" SoTen Lnndred silver roubles" (110/.) ; and he adds, " not a 
copeck Lss 

That joung girl stand ng neai her id hei diughtei bhe is 
going to be ma rued and one of these e^ien-iive sha'nls must 
alwajs form an item in the doitry of a shopkeepers brde 
Geneially the most cxtiavagant luT'! brocades jewel*! and 
satins are to bo seen worn by the womea of this cl-iss they 
fioquently hare no bonnet ind wear merely a silk haEdkerchief 
tied tightly loond the head and fistened in (he front with a 
damond biooch That ipleml d earriago with sis hor'iea thiee 
poatiliou'! coachman and tn o footmen behmd all n hly bed zen 
ed with. J, old lace and hav ug cocked h-its tummed mth white 
ostiichfeatliei i-^ one sent to fetch anothei bride of the mer 
chant cla&& she s piobabjy the destined wife of one of the 
ehopkeepeis m thi'i &ost no Dwoi 1 n,member Jnce see ug the 
dowry of one of these people it was be ng cirrie 1 by on the 
heads of about si\ty men one after another '^uch quantitica 
of fine til 1 gs enough to ra se the emy of all the damsels 1 1 the 
c ty Ceitanly there was nothing hidden unler a bushel for 
everi article was fiankly d played to the greitest alvantasie 
m m dday an I in the i ubhc streets Turmeilj it ^ ^s the ens 
torn to marry the daughters at twelye and thirteen : there are 
many now alive who were married at that youthful age, but an 
nkase has since been published forbidding any girl to be espotsed 
before she has attained her seventeenth year. That man with a 
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covered dish is selling hot blinnies (pancakes) ; lie seema to find 
nnmerous customers. The oce nest to him is a Tartar ; his 
shaven head is covered by a light-coloured felt hat, and lie wears 
a long blue (laftan, which ia their usual costume : he is vending 
Kazane soap, made of eggs, and very much prized hy the ladies. 
Like all Mahometans he abominates pork. We used to see the 
village children, as one was passing, hold the two corners of 
their apron in their fingers, imitating the shape of pigs' ears, 
which invariably filled them with unutterable disgust, and which 
they always showed by spitting several times over the shoulder. 
The man opposite, standing in front of an eastern-looking shop, 
is a Persian : notice his high black sheepskin cap of a conical 
shape, such as those seen on the Kimroud sculptures, and his 
long open sleeves tied in a knot behind his back : he is speaking 
to a countryman of his in a language that seems to equal the 
Italian for its softness. His Asiatic countenance and elegant 
appearance form a marked contrast to the group of peasants 
near him, who are standing admiring the shoes and boots of 
coloured leather embroidered with gold and silver, for which the 
town of Torjock is celebrated. 

Yonder goes the metropolitan of Moscow in Ms coach and six, 
exactly similar to the one we saw in St. Petersburg. They say 
that he would not be long primate here if his Majesty had the 
power to remove him, for even his authority finds a cheek iu the 
reverence and respect with which his Eminence is regarded by 
the Russian people. He is the author of several theological 
works, and bears besides so exemplary a character for piety and 
good works, that it ia no wonder they look upon him as a saint : 
indeed there are many so designated in the Greek kalendar who 
have not merited the title half so well. 

Many of those whom we meet have the unmistakeable traits 
of the Hebrew countenance, yet there are no Jews allowed to 
reside either in Moscow or St. Petersburg unless they produce 
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out its aid they cau do nothing in arithmetic, and appear quite 
at a loss ia countiDg the most trifling sums. 

That gentleman opposite is making a bargain with oar friend 
tip Peiiian lie Irishes to buj some mrghilfe. See what a 
niuiber of pipes ho has b 5ught oat of all fashions aud prices ; 
some of them i o beautifully orDimeoted he finds a ready sale 
foi them thL 1 us^ians being as much addicted to smoking as 
any Oriental nation but it la strictly forbidden to do so in the 
stieets aiy lenon seen so occu[ ed would be taken to the 
police station There la i sto y tl ej used to tell in St, Peters- 
barg I do not know whether it be a t re one, as so many anec- 
dotes ire inveited aboit the Emperoi One morning he was 
walkn^ down the Pe spectre and i Tiench gentleman, who 
wis on a T sit to the ipital naa sannttring along with a cigar, 
tl e t p of wh ch was as led as i inby and pretty wreaths of 
&mcke ^ti3 eraily as endiat in he fio ty air. The Emperor 



Hosmn.,y Google 



A SHOEING ANECDOTH. 255 

looked at him, and he in return looked at the Emperor. He 
then, with ail the grace for which the grande 'nation is celebrated, 
accosted him in elegant ^French, and turned to enter into a little 
chat. His Majesty took it all in gooci pai-t, and they continued 
their walk until they came near the palace ; but on the way he 
mentioned to the stranger that the strictest orders were given 
concerning snaoking, and asked if ho had heard of them. Tlie 
Frenchman replied that ho believed somebody had told him 
something about it, but he was going to leave Knssia in a day 
or BO, and he would not care if he met Nicholas himself. Just 
at that moment the gnard turned out and saluted his Majesty. 
"Ah !" said the Frenchman, "who are you, mon cher?" "lam 
Bicholas himself," answered the Emperor. The gallant Fran- 
gais immediately put his cigar in his pocket. 

The Kremlin we have just Tisited contains, among other inte- 
resting buildings, the Tiram^ and the Treasury. The first 
mentioned isthe ancient palace of the Caara. Among other apart- . 
ments shown are those formerly occupied as a kind of harem. The 
Russian women in former times were kept as seclnded from the 
world as are the ladies in eastern countries : they wore veiled 
and jealously guarded, and were not allowed to quit the palace 
nor even to go to church : the place on which they were accus- 
tomed to stand to hear the mass sung in the adjoining cathedral 
was pointed out to ns. The rooms in the Tirama are small, with 
vaulted ceilings, the whole of which, as well as the walls, 
are completely covered with arabesque paintings exceedingly 
rich and curious : they were executed by Byzantine artists : the 
doors are ajow and similarly decorated. 

The chair, table, and Bible of the Czar Alexis, father of Peter 
the Great, are carefully preserved in one of the apartments : the 
book was securely locked, so we conld not see in what language it 
was written, probably in Sclavonic. The window still exists out 
of which the so-called false Dmitri leaped when the insurgents had 
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effected an eiitraiice into the palace to assassinate him. The 
story of this unfortunate prince still remains an enigma in his- 
tory : certainly it was greatly to the advantage of Shnisky, hia 
immediate snccessor, and of those that followed him, to endear- 
TOur to prove that he was an impostor. Outside of the palace 
11) the teiraee on whieh the Cziis appparcd aftci their acce'iSion 
to the throne to s!lo^^ themselves to the people in all the pomp 
and eireum^tancp of imperial powei 

The chmch idjoimng the Tiram\ is cunona and very ancient , 
there are t gieat many pimting'* and ornaments in the old 
Byz'intme fctyle 

Connected with th s antique piliee if the new one built by the 
present Empeior it is ceitanly magnificent in the interior 
from the immen&ity and splendoui of the suite of stito apaitr 
ment"! each of whith is des gnited after one ol the orders of 
knighthood I do not kiow nliieh is the mo-,t impooinj^ of these 
grand lialls , eacli one is perfect in itself and of its kind, but the 
largest is that of St.. George.* The walla are completely 
covered with gilt arabesque carving, relieved at intervals by the 
insignia of the order ; enormous chandeliers depend from the 
ceiling, and the floors are of inlaid oak. Even in the daytime 
the effect of so much gilding was dazzling, and when the lamps 
are lighted it must bo almost overpowering. So much glitter and 
overcharged ornament do not accord with our English taste, 
accustomed as we are to Gothic architecture and buildings of 
simple grandeur ; but the Eussians are extremely fond of show 
and barbaric splendour, so that perhaps they look with equal 
digoul on our public edifices. 

The treasury contains a great variety of interesting objects. 
In the jewel-room, placed on pedestals, are sLsteen crowns, 
among which is the imperial diadem of Kussia, the crown of 
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unhappy Polaod, aud those of Siberia and Astracliau. Both 
of the latter are estremely cnrions, and resemble a highly orna- 
mented skull-cap of gold, trimmed round with black far. Whilst 
gazing on these, it is impossible to avoid reiectiag upon the 
■vicissitudes of nations. I remember when we were staying near 
the Volga, in the summer-time, we frequently took a walk along 
the upper bank, whence we could look down on the river and 
watch the numerous barks hcarily laden with corn and other 
raw produce, being tug'ged up the stream by gangs of Tartars ; 
they were harnessed together like so many cattle, sometimes as 
many as forty in a company, with a headman or driver. Now 
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Neva. Among other objects to be seen at the Treasury are the 
throne of Poland, her sceptre, and, alas for her I the toys of 
Warsaw. How aad must be the feelings of a Polish heart at 
the sight of the spoils of his miserable country 1 When I was 
at Warsaw I saw the charch at which the unhappy people made 
their last stand against the overwhelming armies of Russia. 
When eyery other part of the city had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, the Poles shut themselves up in the church that is to 
the right as you enter from the St. Petersburg road, determined 
in their despair at least to sell their lives as dearly as possible, 
and to perish rather than to become the degraded slaves of the 
hated Muscovites. They fought until, faint and weary, they 
could defend the place no longer ; they were forced to give way, 
and the Russians entered. Heaps of the dying and the dead, 
weeping women who were on their knees praying for the aid of 
Heaven, infants wildly clasped in the arms of their frantic 
mothers, wretched girls shrieking with terror or vainly begging 
for mercy, wounded children and bleeding patriots were pre- 
sented to the sight of the savage soldiers in their career of glory! 
The victors did not remain long in the church, and when they 
quitted it there was not a man, woman, or child left alive within 
its walls— "thus was Warsaw lost and won I" The lady who 
was with me spoke in guarded whitipers as she recounted the 
sorrows of her country, and looked round several times in fear 
lest she should be heard by some passer ty, so dangerous is it 
to speak the truth under Russian rule. 

Perhaps the time will come when the blackened walls of this 
douhly sacred edifice will he replaced by a glorious monument 
which shall proudly moot the ga^e of the Muscovite traveller in 
future years, when Poland shall be agsin a country, and the 
Poles a people ; for surely so much patriot blood has not fallen 
like rain upon the soil, though now troddeu down liy the iron 
heel of oppression, without iiringiug forth a rich harvest of noble 
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heiits who Tvili sweep tlxe name of Bus an fiom then hicl and 
restoie that land agaia to its pK(,e amonn the nitions It la 
to be toped that the dajs of adveifcity have not been entirely 
lost nor the lesson taught by it uiihueded peih-ips the ehas 
tiaemeut has heea dealt them by the hand of Hea^ en that the 
evils miy be fwept iway and th^t they m'vy use once more a 
wiser nation and a better people How many stores of sad 
and momnful tales hive been told me by my Polish fiienda 
ahjwiiig the misenblL. state of their country The bi other of 
one of them who was in the revolution of 1830 wis obi ^ed to 
take iLfige with aiiothei pitiiot m the wild ioiesta ol the west 
of Poland they remained theie danig seveial days subsisting 
OE berries and einde frmts , it hat tl e litter was determined 
to mike an effoit to leave the oountrv but pievioua to so doing 
he wi=hed to obt«n an lateiview iMth the young lady to whom 
he was going to bo married .js he cjill not think of (juitting 
the countiy without infoiming hei of hii fate ieat she should 
imagine that he had been sliin Ho iccord agly found meins 
to let her know that he would meet hei on the next night at a 
peasants cottage and when the houi cime he <(et out foi the 
purpose My friend a brothei accomi>anied him as far is he 
dared but he had at ircely left tho forest, and was not out oi 
sight before some aoldieis suddenly appeared who had been 
sent to ^cour the countiy in search of them they seized him 
immetiately and shot him dead before the eyea of his com 
panion who hastened to quit the spot How he ciosaed the 
fiontier I was not told but he did find an oppoitunity to do fo 
for mj fiiend informed me that he was then in the seivice 
of Fiance The last time that news wai heard of him he 
was w th the imyin Algiers and perhaps ere this he has taken 
part m those giind struggles now goin^ on between the soldiets 
of ficedori and the slues of despotism in which he will hive 
a nubk opp 3i tunity foi a^ea^in^ the death ct hisbrtther pituot 
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The Treasury contains many otlieu remarkable curiosities 
besides tliogo I have mentioned — the coronation robes of Peter 
the Great, Alexander, and the present Czar, together with the 
canopy borne at tlie ceremony ; a cuiions chair riclily set with 
turquoises and precious stones ; an ivory throne, &,c. In glass 
cases were a number of b&,tuna, crosses, stars of knighthood, 
and insignia ; a quantity of plate was also displayed on shelves 
round the room of a very ancient appearance— forks that must 
have been made about the time when they were first inTented, 
the prongs of which were three inches long, so that they looked 
much more hke warlike instruments than any rtestincd for the 
festive board. Another apartment was appropriated to cnri- 
ositics in armonr and weapons. Some was figures upon 
pedestals were dressed in the ancient national costume, which 
did not much differ from the modern, and also in that of Mus- 
covite warriors ; their shirt of mail and the formidable ase 
might recall the armed figure of some J\ormau knight. This 
warlike iastrament, whict the soldiers formerly threm in battle 
with so unerring an aim that they larely missed cleaving the 
enemy's skull, resemlDles in every respect the axa of the modern 
Russian peasants. There is something very Saxon about the 
features and figures of these effijrfes, so that one might almost 
imagine that the supposition of some historians is a true 
one, that the original race of Sclavous was nearly lelated to the 
one from wMeh we are descended, but the admixture of the 
Tartars has changed the Russian face. I do not know how true 
all these suppositions of the learned may be, but the Highland 
Bcotch whom I met in Russia have often assured me that Russ 
resembles Erse so much that they found it extremely easy 
to learn ; according to them the numerals are almost tiie same. 
As I do not know the Celtic language, I could only judge by 
the sound, and certainly, when ten were counted, I had no diffi- 
culty to understand the words. 
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accepted giatefully his kindiie'-s. he pui-uied a countiy cait 
with a suffinent escort iiid she waa Pnabled to reich Malaiae 
K.'s estate m sitetv Whea thp cimpais^n was over, the gil 
lant Russian, letarned home made an offei of 1 is hind to the 
youDg French widow and they were minied He died of the 
choleia in 1833 and she again became i widsw I am ■itill lu 
correspondence with hei daiighteis iind theiefoii, im « tU 
acquainted with the fimdy 

Another old lady with whom we weie intimate often give us 
the moat fearful •vccounts of tl e scenes shb had witnessed during 
"la retraite" and of the dieadtul suffenn^ra of the unhippy 
French soldiers &he told w, imong other anfcdotes thit she 
herself had sheltered some ofiiccrs T,nd men who came to hci 
once in the depth of the ni"ht to beg her iid They hdd been 
flying befoie the Russians foi several diis lud hid at list 
reached hei estate It was awfully cold and the pooi 
foreigners were nearly 6taived, so hei womanly compassion 
surmounting hei antijjithy to the enemies of hci counti>, 
prompted hei to iffoid them issstince She did so A tho 
imminent hazaid of hei own Ife foi the people nere "-o esas 
perated agdinst the mvidtrs and 10 mfuiiated iRamat those 
who offered the least pioteotioa to them thit they would 
infallibly have sacrificed her as a traitor The utmost caution 
was theiefore neces aiy she bide the unfortumte Frenohmea 
to go awiy for the piesent ^s quietly as they could Irat iny of 
the hoas>ehold should lieii them and duected them to 1 nnod 
not far from the minsion viheie they would find 1 hut tiled 
with hay promising them thit she herself would come to relieve 
their necessities They did as she icquested and she mftintly 
slipped on hex fai cloak ind hood and hlhng a basket with ill 
the Looked provisions and nme she could find iv thout the aid 
of her seivints she fearlesslv left the iiou-^e md hastened alone 
ou her mi ^^loii ot ch^ritv iIthoUf,h tht neighbourhood wit 
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mhinftdwthwl 1 d avenona by the esces^ye 

1 m n y f th w th Th j, titnde of the poor refageea 
mywllhm d d j ght, let the weather be 

wl t t w Id h pe t d h k d ti t f 1 § t ne, until 
by h y 1 i h f 1 th m t g t th m voss the 

ft d th y tm d f ty t th b t f 1 France. 
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P 1 t 

By th d f th pi f th ^ ide a/rin£e were some richly 
m t I ddl t w th tu q es, pearls, and diamonds, 
w th f tl te and b dl t m t h mostly of Persian manii- 
fa t 

In th 1 w t y f til b n s shown tbe model of the 
Kremlm" as Catherine II. tvi&hed it to be re-cons tracted ; but 
although the long liue of Greek columns wouM have had a flue 
effect, it would neither have been so picturesque nor so truly 
national as the present structure. 
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OnAPTER XIX. 



'he English in f 11— M PIm dealgn — 
Wssiaiis— Their iJisappol tin t b t Tui 



The English in Russia ha\e alwiy beou mu h more le pected 
than liked ; and latterly the\ have become most intensely hated 
from the politi al po itioa iiiwhi IiCreat Britain stands towards 
that country. Among as, if a Russian were in company, it is 
not probable that he would find any difference in the manner in 
which he was received because the two governments are at war ; 
but the Russians are reilly not enlightened enongh to spparate 
the individual ftom the nation, and thmli it a proof of patriotism 
to sliow their rcientment to any son or daughter of England 
whom they may (.hance to meet As soon is the Decliiation of 
Wai was known theie wis i miikel and veiy disagreeable 
change in the manners ot even my oldest and most attiched 
friends it beemed that thoae few words weie sufliciLnt to se\ei 
the bonds of amity and to place a baiiiei of ice between those 
who hid picviously been on the tlosest terms of intimacy 
mdei-d I verily believe thit they would just as leidily haie 
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to beheYC the accounts given, and very likely they really did ho, 
as only a select few are acquainted with anything like the truth. 
I was told that even the Emperor liimaelf is not always informed 
of the extent of his losses, because so few have the courage to 
tel! him of them. A friend of mine accidentally heard two mili- 
12 
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tary generals* talking of the great reverses tho Russian arms 
had experienced ; tliey were speaking in an under tone, but she 
distinetly Ueard tlie words — 

" It is very strango that throe generals should have fallen, and 
BO few soldiers slain 1" 

" How !" exclaimed the otter, " few t why, we have lost alto- 
gether forty thoasand men I" 

This was before the fatal siege of Silistria, or just at its com- 
mencement : so the thousands that have perished altogether by 
the sword and pestilence must have amounted to a fearful num- 
ber. Even while I was at St. Petersburg, it was affirmed that 
the Erusaians had lost, since their entry into the principalities, at 
the lowest estimate, seventy thousand men \" 

The absnrd fasehoods daily published for the amusement of 
the Russians, and the abuse of our nation, we can well afford to 
laugh at in England ; but it 13 widely different to one standing 
alone in a foreign land, and among the enemies of one's country. 
None but those who have been placed in such a position can 
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siou, tlia victiins of Englisli policy, and as if they were merely a 
cat's paw to serye the turn of our goyernment. The Rnssiana 
cTpre'ised the greatest contempt for them Id the light of aDtago- 
11 t*! We liye beaten them befne iidwewill beat them 
H„a 1 T\a'^ a phia^ie a thousand times repeated, for they 
V intino'j btist of 1 ay ng defeated la g ande wnrUe, ia 1812, 
aid of hay ng huutel tie Fieuch out of their country as if they 
n le sheep but a,ll Euiope knows what truth there is in Ilus- 
s in history 

The Rus<!iaD3 expiessed great friend*;!! p fii Lord Aberdeen, 
aid mtease hatred of Lori Palmerston whom they blamed as 
the prime moyer of public affairs and as the ■iuthor indirectly 
ot all their misfoitunea I may mention m passant, that the 
names of l^apier anl Palmerston mspited the lower classes with 
bO gieat a tenoi that the women use! to f igiitea the cbildrea 
by sayin^ that the English admual was coming ! And among 
tl e comn oi men after e^haustin^ all the opprobrious terms 
tliey could th nk of (and the Uussian languige is singularly rich 
11 that lesj-ect) one would tura to the other and say, " Ton are 
an En^lah dog I Then followed a few moie civilities, which 
they wculd fimsh by cilbng each other Palmerston," without 
havu g the remotest dea of what the word meant ; but as the 
veiy climax of hatred ind leyenge they would bawl out 
Napiei 1 IS if he were fifty times worse than Satan himself. 
Tl ere was au Fnglish lady of inHuence in bt. Petersburg, of 
\ hose nieat wit aui peuetrit on the Russ ans stood ia the most 
I ofouuddieid and iiie I shall nevei fo get the uabonnded 
1 gi- w th -Hhich they relitcd aa aneclote ot her, which showed 
1 ow dei'ply they felt the cut tl ey had receiyed, and how true 
th y k lew her woi !s were '^ o aftei the Baiile (?) of Sioope, 
one of tl e Ru siaa nobles was so obliging as to call on her, 
exf.ie?=ly to heii i hit he would have to say concerning that 
glunous feat of valour or cosjidice a 1 in the course of 
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conversation remarked that it must be verj disagreeable to her to 
reside on the quay. 

" "Why so, your Excellence ?" 

" Because," replied he, "it must be so atiiioying to jou. to 
hoar the cannon fired in honor of our victories 1" 

" Ob. 1 dear, no 1" was the reply ; " not in the least ; it hop- 
pens so very seldom." 

The Eusdan, finding he waa no match for the Bng-lish lady, 
remained silent, and was soon glad to beat a retreat to hide his 
discomfiture. 

In revenge we were told that " she wonld not be invited to 
their balls," as if to be exclnded from their dull feasts of frivolity 
were a severe punishment and an irremediable misfortune. It 
was really ridiculous to see what puny efforts the Russians made 
to show their anger at the English : they wonld pass yon in the 
street, and not bow, although they had previously been well 
acquainted with you. It may be judg'ed to what an excess they 
carried their resentment, when I ineution that even children 
behaved in the same manner, I was well acquainted with a lady 
who resided at one of the Institutes in St. Petersburg, and I was 
in the habit of frequently calling to see her ; before the Declara^ 
tion I was always met with smiles, and, according to the estab- 
lished custom, the young persons used to bow as they passed us ; 
but as soon as they knew that the war had commenced, we 
heard them continually mak-o the remark one to the other, " No 
la saluez pas ma chere, c'est une Anglaise !" 

Alt the shop windows m bt Petersburg were filled with 
plates luscr bed The Glorious Battle of Sinope," as the Rus- 
sians aie f leased to call that feaiful act of cowardice. On my 
arrival n London I found the veiy same representations, or fac- 
similes of them displaved w th the far truer designation of 

Hoir blp Massa le I 

Among the uppf loik tie mo t ridiculous ideas concerning 
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the ■war were prevalent ; they were kept so entirely in tlie dark 
by all the government accounts, and by the absurd severity of 
the officials iit the CenEOr's office, who carefally erase every arti- 
cle that has any reference to political affairs or to Muscovite 
losses, that it is no wonder that their conjectures were some- 
times laughable, and if related in England, appear incredible. 
The Emperor in their eyes was a martyr, and the English his 
persecutors ; they blamed them as the most cunnmg of people, 
nor conld they conceal their spite and vexation at having been 
outwitted by our government. They were convinced that the 
nnion with Prance could not possibly last, and that the Ameri- 
cans wonld come to their rescue ; that English money wag the 
chief instigator in tlie whole affair ; and that it was mainly the 
curry-favonring spirit of our people, who hastened to congratu- 
late Louis Napoleon on Ha being elected Emperor, that had 
prevented a friendship between Eussia and la grands nation. 
" Ah, quel malhenr 1" exclaimed one of the Czar'a aides-de-camp, 
" that our Emperor did not call him ' mou frcre ;' how different 
it would have all been I" To hear them talk, one would imagine 
that all the evils existing in the world are to be ascribed to 
British influence, which at least proves how very powerful they 
must deem it. It was usual to hear them af&rm that the revolu- 
tion m China was all our doing, and that we were trying to 
lai'io Poland against Russia; that the Indian empire was in 
imminent danger from their army in Asia, which they declared 
had been sent against Eindftstan ; that we were on the point 
of learning a great deal from their teaching in military matters, 
meaning by that, that our soldiers never had so powerful an 
enemy to contend with as the Russians. " Deceitful England " 
was to receive condign punishment. " If," said an old general, 
"Kapoleoa the Great called England 'Perflde Albion,' our 
Emperor should name her ' Fansse Angleterre ;' " a sentiment 
that met with universal approbation. The Gfreeks, according to 
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them, were a iiatioE of saints and martyrs, who were worthy of 
the iitinoat ad mi ration, and the French were to be despised and 
pitied for being so led astray ; yet, notwithstanding their pre- 
tended disdain of the latter people for tlieir inferiority to them, 
selves io every respect, they still had a dash of hope that they 
would ultimately be induced to change sides and serve the tarn 
of Russia. 

It was extraordinary how the Russians clung; to the idea that 
they had secured the aid of America* to eare them from their 
embarrassments. They spoke of the help they were to receive 
with as much assurance as if a treaty had already been signed on 
the subject, and they appeared to regard the President of the 
United States with as much respect as a sailor does his sheet 
anchor in a storm. To do the Americans justice, they took all 
the advances in perfect good faith, and rather encouraged the 
hope ; they were convfced in all companies, feasted, petted, and, 
as they say, " made much of," and seemed rather pleased than 
otherwise. It is odd that the citizens of a repiiblicau natioa 
like that of the States should have so great a reverence for titles, 
orders, stars, and the like trumpery, for surely, if a person fe a 
gentleman in the proper sense of the word, it is not necessary 
tliat he be ticketed as such like a prize-ox at a cattle-show ; and 
!a Russia, above every other country, a glittering star, or a cross 
suspended by a scarlet ribboa round the neck, would be a most 
fallacious criterion that the wearer merited so high an appella- 
tion. Indeed it often happens that the subjects of the Czar, the 
breast of whose coat ia like a cushion, on which all the family 
jewels are pinned, have the vilest souls and the blackest hearts, 
together with the most empty heads, in Ms dominions. I do not 
know if a foreigaer would not really form a more correct esti- 
mate of their character if he judged of their baseness by the num- 
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ber of orders they display. The Americana m St. Petersbnrg 
did not seem to think so, for, the very morning I left it, one of 
the attaches of their embassy showed my friends, with the great- 
est exultation, the Easter eggs with which the Princess so-and-so, 
and the Countess sach-an-one, and several ofScials of high rank 
about the court had presented him : he also exhibited the por- 
tra ts of the vhok of the Impeiial family which ha intended to 
haig up he end is hoiseh Id treasures when he returned 
to "Vew "ioiL. w! thci ho was gomg right away aa he 
issnred us 

The K.U iiai s npon the strengtl of their hopes weie ilwaya 
thrLitenng is with the Ameiican fleet in tlie Baltic which 
would [lace the Allied fleets between two enemies Is the old 
adage aboit extie aea meetmg le^lly &o near the truth? 
"Whetl er there were any substintial foundations to all these 
castles in the a i we had m f 1>- Th F h 

have 1 p ovcrb llnyap If sa f 

Abiost every morniDg w ff li f th I m 

fitare of the Allies, the dest t f 1 1 t p t f tl fi t 
and so on. One day I went t 11 a 1 dy d 1 1 ly 
gentleman there present inf m d h [ f j I 

intelligence, that /oMr»Mre f th h tl B 1 h lb a 

sunk. As this was about th t th t m th t 1 bl mf m 
tion had been received of a m 1 p t 1 1 t a 

there were already forty oftlmptA d h I pi 
ing of Sir Charles Napier g I was f m 1 H 

the most savage monster breathing ; he never shows mercy 
to any one, because he really does not know what the word 
means ; and as the parliament has ordered him to spare nothing 
that is Eussian, God knows who would live to speak of the 
scenes we shall witness when he comes to St. Petersbnrg." 

Notwithstanding the terror which was universal, they still 
affected to laugh at the idea of a naval invasion, ''Look 
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at Odessa ; what d d the fi t d ex pt mak ng 
ridiculous, and what that pla e ompa d t Cronstadt 
our otlicr forts ? 



We were mu h am d 


} y the a unt an old gentleman 


ga¥e a whole c rapa y 


nj, the n anteu s of the Allied 


fleets near Deuma k A 


d t hm th plendid "men" 


of war now float tl 


E. n w nstructed some- 


what in the fash n f h 


anl h k f h [gravely told us 


that the hufla i 1 i 


p a d a Ii 1 p ogeay of little 


gun-boats mad th di n an a wh h, after having 


fired off the ca ad 


1 all th m h f they could, ran 


baclt lilte hghtn ng t th 


h It f th t parent's wing, 


the hull of whi h p d 


d 1 1 b m f machinery, and 


were thua enabl 1 1 pi 


11 th y u f afety I 


Instead of th Ru an 


b ing th agg ss and the cause of 


the war, the Engi h w 


alway a n d f t and, according 


to the people in St P te 


b g Qu n H has e declared 


war long before she did so 


1 had oui gOTcrnment been sure uf the 


co-operation of the French. "Yous pienez K Trinco par la 



manche, because if you do not guide her she may turu tjjamst 
you." At another time we were told thit the ehiet objPLt 
for which the English made wii wis that of obtaining pos 
session of the gold-mines in Siberia In England people would 
scarcely credit that anything so absurd could be believed even in 
Russia, 'yet it undoubtedly was so. I remember when Mr. Pim, 
the naval lieutenant, came to St. Petersburg, proposing to cross 
overland to the north of Siberia in search of Sir John Prankliu, 
afl the Russians were convinced that he was sent merely as a spy 
to look out for the gold mines,* whilst some went so far as to 
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say that hia designs were to corrupt the nomads of Asia, only 
they forgot to add wLat we intended to do with them when we 
had them. 

We heard a Russian gentleman remarlt that, in fighting with 
the Anglo-French powers, they should at the least have the 
advantage of doing so with people more enlightened than them- 
selves, and, gain or lose, thej should still profit, for, even if 
they were beaten, thej should acqnire greater civilization ; and 
he adduced Prussia in illustration of the proposition, "for she 
would never be the nation she is were it not for her wars with 
iPrance." 

Intense indignation was also expressed on account of the 
new warlike invcntious. " Look at those long-range guns and 
asphyxiant balls ; it is a perfect disgrace to any people to 
invent such, and it is cowardice and baseness to make use 
of them." The knowledge of the superiority of English mecha- 
nism and wonderful machinery, of which even the lower classes 
in St. Petersbnrg have some idea, seemed more than anything 
else to inspire them with terror, and by them nothing was 
considered impossihle for the English to perform. I heard 
a common man say one day to another, with a grave shake of hia 
head, " The English, ah ! there is no getting on against them I" 
and EHch seemed to be the oniversal impression. I was informed 
that many of the lower classes in the capital had the idea that, 
if the English conquered them, they should be no longer slaves, 
and not have a poll-tax to pay. If this be true, and 1 was 
assured it was so, who can calculate what the consequences 
of such a belief spread among the populace might he or how 

necesflitj of their proflnctions pissing throngh tlie hands o[ the employfs, wh co dl g 
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fiOOE tho hollow fabric of the Russian government would fall into 
ruins ? If this conviction once enter into the national mind, the 
nobility maj soon find that they have a greater enemy in their 
oppressed peasantry than in a foreign army. Tliey have a 
thousand years of wrongs and slavery to avenge, and, like tlie 
heaving of ground in an earthquake, they will shake and topple 
down the mighty strongholds and towers of those wlio vainly 
hope to tread them nnder their feet for ever. It was the opinion 
of many when I left St. Petersburg that the eighty thousand 
soldiers (as tlie Russians said) bivouacked in the strees and bil- 
leted on the houses, were a great deal more for the purpose 
of ensuring peace within the barriers of the town than for that 
of repelling a foreign invader au dehors.* 

Everything that could be done by the government for raising 
the auger and fanaticism of the people against the English was 
r^orted to, and it was nothing uncommon to hear many of the 
lower classes declare that they would cat the throats of all the 
heretics within reach as soon as they tenril the sound of thp tin 
non at Croustadt as the siciifice of i certa n number of them 
WIS necesaaiy m older t> ensnre the victory on then side 4. 
plea ant piosi.eL.t for our poor countrymen left iii the cap t\l ' 
Bit it s not 1 toniskng taught is thej aie that we are here- 
tics that ill their fanatical feelings ire laised and all the i 
barbaiian antipathy set in antagonism to us and the Fre en 

The uppei classes were equally entaged against us anl even 
in soc ety thev somptimes could not restrain the e\pession of 
the 1 anger T,nl sp te \ ithm the bounds of politeness oi pio 
pr ety One day I called on a lady of rank and I had si,arcely 
entered the loom ere she began to attack me m a rather violent 
manner concerning the present war. It was in vain that I 
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assured hei' that I knew notMng at aU about it, and that it was 
the afEair of our gOTerument. " Ah \" said she, " yon prstend 
to be very cool and uiiconccraed now, but you will tell another 
tale whea you see the Russian flag flying over the Tower of 
London I" 

Before the war began, the Rassiaus were always boasting of 
their navy and the excellence of their seamen. " Our sailors," 
said the senator L — ski, one day, " are, you mast allow, quite 
equal to those of England — le mfltelot Russe ne cedera jamais i 
qui que ce soit." Since the declaration of war, they have wisely 
been silent. It is strange, however, that a people possessing 
nautical qualities in so admirable a degree should be glad to run 
behind stone walls and keep there whilst the enemy's ships are 
saihng merrily over their seas. " What inconceivable insolence," 
said a eourt-lady once, as she was reading the gazette, " what 
inconceivable insolence of tlioso English to call their squadrons 
by the names of the ' Baltic fleet,' the ' Black-Sea fleet 1' the 
seas are our Emperor's and not theirs." I had a great mind to 
ask her why they did not assert it in a stronger manner than by 
words only ; but I reflected that I was in an enemy's land, and 
the vision of Count Orloff's ofBce and the birch had a great deal 
to do with my prudence. 

The boastings of the Russians are intolerable. To hear them 
talk, you would think that, like the Khan of Tartary, their Czar 
bids all the kings and potentates of the earth to eat their dinner ; 
and I do believe, if St. Petersburg were demolished by the Allies, 
and Moscow in ruins, they would still declare that they were 
invincible. If their Emperor is not exactly the brother of the 
sun and moon, he is Heaven's first lieutenant at the very least. 
Perhaps this fanfaronnade is a remnant of their Asiatic habits, 
which may possibly shortly be cured by European remedies. 

How much soever the Czar might liave soaght to disguise hia 
intentions concerning Turkey and Constantinople, his nobles did 
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not attempt to do so, and that even two ye:u'i) ago, long ere this 
war was certain. 

" Quant a Constantinople, nous I'aurons ; sojez tranquille," 
said a nobleman one evening. 

" But perhaps it would tie advisable to ask the permission of 
France and England," I remarked. 

It i& not necessary " replied lie ; " what conld your fleets or 
the Frenth nith their armies do against our brave troops?" 
We shill see that perhaps, some time or other." 
Wo shall but Turkey is ours 1" 

This IS a phrise I have heard them repeat scores of times, 
evon before tho English dreamt of a war, with as much confi- 
dence as if the double eagle were already stretching his black 
wings over Stambjul and the Bosphoras, and the Czar wore 
issning unpenal ukases from the Sublime Porte itself. 

When the Anglo-French fleets entered the Black Sea, and a 
few troops were forwarded to Constantinople, nothing could then 
exceed their rage and indignation, " There is no such country 
as Turkey now," said they, " and no longer a Sultan, for hence- 
forward the game will be played by Franco and England," The 
Eussians would not belioYo that England seriously intended to 
declare war against them. " It is not possible," said they ; 
" she will never do it ; how could she ever exist without Russia 
and Eussian commerce?" This was the illusion thoy had ; in 
fact, they really seemed to imagine that all our national pros- 
perity depended npon the flas, hemp, tallow, and corn of their 
steppes and fields ; but when the news came at last, with a copy 
of the Queen's declaration, there was a complete panic. I was 
informed by my acquaintance that the merchants on 'Change 
looked perfectly aghast and weie silent with terror, for they and 
tlie nobles equally felt how serious the effects would be to thera, 
and, with the continual diamine ot the young men from the 
estates, and the money fium then pockets, ruin and distress 
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stared them m the fvs No uel ciu have any idea of the effect 
on tlie population tliese continual conscriptions produce uhIpss 
he has seen it When we weie leaving tte country we pissed 
through ne'iily tweUe hundied verBts of Eisnn iiid Polish 
land excepting iccruif! vie ecaiuely saw i youn^ man in any 
of the viUafjes Theie were only very old peasants with the 
women and children, even young lads were di awn away and 
the chans&eea or post-toada were all being mended by women 
and f^irls What desolation ivill reign in these diatricts eie the 
war ig ovei it is impossible to imagine But the los= of 1 te la 
not the only ev 1 thit ittenda the tv retched syotcm ot a mihtary 
despotism , the dre^dful effict it has on the morals of the peo 
pie will be felt generation aftei generition These young men 
totally ignorant and illiterate aie diawn away fiom their homes 
and famdies in all probability for ever they hive no means of 
communicating with their relations or wives as they do not 
know how to lead or write aui the loosening of all social ties 
the forgetfuluess ot duty and affection, causmj^ them to feel that 
none sympathize with them oi even know that they are still in 
being produce a feaiful amount of vice and ciime that will be 
an inheritance for many a yeai to come I remember heaimg a 
Kussiau noble say that tine communi-.m is only to be found m 
Russia" Tiom that asseition it may be imagined what the 
state of moralitj must be in the villages The condition ot 
slavery must also contnbute to this evil state of things , foi the 
domestic seivants who lie often sepiiated fiom their parents 
when very joung peihaps appienticcd or taLen to some place 
hundreds of 'verati distant from their native village entuejy foi 
get each othei and foi vears consequently ne^ei heai or know 
anything coucPining their lelations Most ot the men sen mts 
are manied and many of them have then wives in the countiy 
whim perhaps thuy do not see even onte a year AVhen the 
young men are taken toi scldicrs their iclations du not even. 
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expect to see tiera. again. One morniBg a poor woman came to 

me crying most bitterly, and saying tliat her two ncpliews had 

just been forced from her honse to go into the army. I tried to 

1 h y th t th y 17 uld retnrii when the war was 

1 t th I m d 1 more distressed. " No, no," 

1 m 1 h th d p t orrow, " they will never come 

1 k y m th E ns beaten in every place." Until 

1 t 1 LI 1 I w Iways convinced that the Emper- 

t p w ) 1 b t t seems, by what she said, that 

tl /h 1 1 ii w m thing of the truth. A foreigner 

SfcPt bg fmdm that he had "gone to see the 

t th t m b t th lid not seem to be mnch patri- 

t m m g th m tl w thing but sobs and tears to be 

m th wh w p nouneed fit for service, whilst 

th J t d ft with delight, and bowed and 

d th m 1 w th th g test gratitude." The most dis- 

t g m J 1 m the streets among the bands of 

t -th y th m tl 1 Eiatere, or wi?es, all weeping 

t th th y Ik 1 g f the women, with innate tender- 

mp y th m f m y miles out of the town, unwilling, 

t [ th y 1 t m t t 1 d the objects of their affection 

d f h 1 t th 1 tt in entering the Russian army, 

! t th d m 1 D t Inferno," ieove all hope behind. 

B f th b t the universal custom among the 

Id t 1 11 th w thleas characters into the army, 

d m f 1/ 1 ^ible to serve therein, it was a 

t m f g tt 1 of those that were idle or dis- 

1 d t I 1 t b I sent whei! a lady or gentleman, 

t 1 th t d w Id ay, " Since you can do nothing 

th Vas II h J you can hand them over to the 

t g fa t th t seription." 

" Do yon know," said one ot these proprietors, " if you say to 
ooe of our serfs, ' I will send jow for a soldier,' he will tremble 
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at the words, and uot forget tbem either foi' two years at the 
least." By this we may form some idea of the light iu which the 
honourable profession of arms ia regarded by them, and of the 
treatment they espect when they are forced to embrace it. 

Desertions are, of course, extremely frequent, and since the 
commencement of the war they are fifty times multiplied, if one 
may judge from the numerous groups of miserable wretclies, 
heavily chained, met with almost hourly in the streets of St. 
Petersbarg. I am sure it was enoagli to make one's heart ache 
with sorrow and indignation to look on their grief-stricken faces 
and thin figures, which seemed as if they had been wandering 
with the wolves in the wilderness to escape from the cruelty of 
their fellow-men. Once or twice I met a group even more hor- 
rible than these. Several soldiers with fixed bayonets were 
walking on each side of a droshsky, on which was seated one of 
their comrades holding in his arms what was certainly the corpse 
of some unhappy deserter wlio had just received the punishment 
for his fault, his head shakiog listlessly from side to side, and his 
arras hanging straight and rigid, the livid shadow of death on 
his sharp and painful features, showing that the heavy lash had 
at last released him from his misery. In looking round on the 
broad streets of the capital, and seeing, in contrast with so much 
suffering and misfortune, the gaudy cai-riages of the nobles and 
their g^iy-dressed occupants, who seemed so wholly busied in 
the pursuit of pleasure that they could not spare a single moment 
to reflect on the unhappiness of their fellow-creatures, I was 
often tempted to ask myself whether, if entreaty wei-e made, as 
in times of old, "to spare the city for ten's sake," the domes and 
towers of St. Petersburg would still stand to cast their shadow 
on the earth. 

The numerous conscriptions levied since the Russians entered 
the Principalities have taken away not only the worthless slaves 
but the very flower of the estates, and great was the dissatiafac- 



Hosmn.,y Google 



280 GENEHAL DISSATJSFACTIOH. 

tion even opeDly expressed by the proprietors : " Kotre Empc- 
reur se trouTera en face de son peuple," said one of them ; from 
wliicli an inference may be drawn. On all sides uniTersal disap- 
probation was heard; but they were careful not to lay the blame 
on the Czar, so their anger was vented on the English and Lord 
Palmerston, whom they still persisted in saying was the prime 
mOTer of all, and on whom, of course, their own government was 
glad to throw the odinm. It was not known, nor would it be 
believed when affirmed, that the Allied Powers had caused the 
rights of the Christiana to bo recognised in Turkey ; and even 
when the "Confidential Correspondence" was published, they 
actually, with the Emperor's letter before them, declared that 
the whole was a forgery and a tissue of falsehoods.* la conse- 
qenee all their hatred, anger, and fanaticism were roused against 
the EngUsh aa abettors f id la 1 1 w ght f h 

monarch was a martyr, a d th E 1 h h [ nt At 1 
when they could no long h t th y f ly t th t th 
the upper classes said th t th y upi 1 tli E p h d 

to acquire the surname fC t Iththw 11 t 

become the admiration oft lbi.li. fly 

terity. If the latter rea 1 t th is y 1 b 

bility that his expectat 11 b 1 1 nly 

rather contrary to what h d d P 1 i h 11 
ceming the wonderful pow f Ru w 11 b f th di p 11 1 
when they have been enl £;ht dly fwflh fth 
of the Allies, and have been made to feel that cf Ft^nce and 
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England, for as yet scarcely any of them are acquainted with the 
resources of the two countries, thanks to their education and the 
government books of inatraction. They are trnly like people 
walking in darkness, and are now moved liked chessmen any- 
where that the player pleases. 

One morning I went to call on a lady, and as nsnal the parties 
preseat were railiDg at the English. At last I asked my friend 
why they did not say somothiog about the French as well. Hev 
answer was naive enough : " Oh, we don't mind them ; but I 
believe they talk about the English so mnch because they fear 
them the most. Our people you kaow," she continued, "are 
accustomed to think of the former as a nation they have van- 
quished, but they were not prepared to see your countrymen in 
the light of enemies, the two conntries have been so many centu- 
ries friends." Certainly the comniunicatlon with England has 
existed from time immemorial ; even in the remotest ages com- 
merce was carried on between tlie two countries, althongh it 
was only established in the reign of Ivan IV.; and it may be 
remembered by the reader of Russian history that the daughter 
of Harold the Unfortunate married a Ensaian prince.* I remem- 
ber a gentleman, near Orenburg informing me that, in digging 
among the ruins of an ancient Tartar city near his residence, 
fragments of English pottery were frequently turned up, yet the 
very name of the town had disappeared and was forgotten. An 
English gentleman in Moscow once showed me a gold coin, half 
the size of a fourpenny-piece, of Ethelred, or Ethelbert, I am 
not sure which, that had been dug up or found near the lake of 
Ladoga, and, as he supposed, had been dropped there by some 
British merchant on his way to the fair of Nisny Novogorod, 
which has been annually held at that place for centuries beyond 
record, and was in former ages the grand emporium of Earope 
and Asia, whither merchants of both continents repaired to 
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exchange the manufactures and produce of each. It is still held 
in the nioiitt of JuJy, and lasts six weelts, and is also still resort- 
ed to by dealers from most of the nations of Europe to purchase 
cashmere shawls, &c. I was once very near the place during the 
time of the fair, but, as it is not considered " comme il faut" for 
a lady to be seen there, I did aot visit it. It is the grand mar- 
ket for tea, whicK is brought thither by the Cliinese to esehiinge 
for Russian money. Formerly the Eusaians gave their own 
manufactures of cloth instead of paying iu coin for the cheats of 
tea, but I was assured that their speculations on that head had 
been entirely mined by themselves; "for," said my informant, 
" with true Muscovite dishonesty they, finding that the Chinese 
did not unroll the bandies of cloti:, bit upon the ingenious plan 
of making the first few arsheens of good quality, and the remain- 
der of the veriest rubbish ■ the unsuspectiog Celestials took them 
as usual, withont macb examination, at the word of the western 
merchants, and carried them back to China, the Russian cheats 
meanwhile laugting ia thek sleeve to think how they had taken 
them in. But they were severely punished the next year, and 
have been ever since, for the Chinese tea-dealers were not to be 
duped a second time ; they attended the fair with their well- 
packed chests, bat obstinately refused to receive anything but 
Eilver money in payment -, so the Russians, who had prepared a 
vast quantity of cloth, were obliged to carry it all back again ; 
and as the people cannot do' without tea, they were forced to 
purchase it for ready cash, and bear the loss as they beat could." 
Any one that knows the Russian character and their want of 
foresight will have no difficulty iu recognising this anecdote as a, 
true trait of the national mind. 

In London we may walk through every street, and, from any 
indication we see of the fact, we should never guess that the 
nation was at war with anybody. It was far different in 
St. Petersburg when I left it ; tbere not only every street 
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but ever> house aave sorao mdmation of the struggle m wtich 
tliej aie ciigJi^ed fiade wis ilmost at a stand-Btill ; scarcely 
nay of the shops had cnstomeis ia them ; everybody seemed to 
be ecoEoniizin^ their moDpy lest poverty should come. 

Long lines of ctnQOQ and ammuQition-waggonB were drawn up 
I ere a d there outivorka were being thrown up parka of artil'ery 
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for his ambition he will he called to account and stand arraigned 
as a murderer before the judgment-seat of G-od, who has com- 
mitted them into his hands that he may be the protector and not 
the slayer of bis people ? 

Reviews were held almost daily ; Cossacks, Circassians, giiai'ds, 
and the line, all had their tarn and tiieir destination assigned 
them. I was told that the Czar, in reviewing a number of 
troops previous to their being forwarded on their march to 
the south, was struck with the sad and dejected air of the 
poor men, and even the officers. " Hold yonr heads up," 
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he angrily exclaimed ; " why do you look so miserable ? there is 
nothing to cause you to be so I" Perhaps the soldiers aaw more 
plainly than he the evils that threatened them From al! that I 
could learu the ftoveinment was at its wits end to know what 
to do w th the foice^ they weie maiched hither and thithei to 
and fro aceoiding is some fresh intelhgence aiiived bringing 
news of intended attacks jnsi in the opposite points to those 
lepoited before ^nd by this moans wealing ont the men's 
etiength and spirits unt 1 thev vionid he too happj to smrender 
as pnsoncis to whoeTcr would have tho chai ty to take them 
The daily expcnae of supporting all these myriads amounts as a 
Russian infoimed me to about a million of 'ilvei roubles 
or rathei moie than a lundrel and hftj eight thousand pounds 
To the Eiij.h'^h who piy their tlOop^ moie hberilly ind feed 
them with bettei iitions than the detestable bKi-k brenii 
and salt with wh ch the Rusana wirriors are furnished this 
may seem i -imall sum for so vast a number a? they boast 
of pos''ess ig but peihaps with tlie nitiOD'^l failmg coneeining 
numbers they might ha\o put in % stray figure or so to look well 
on paper 

Ilk f th A 1 r I th R 

d 1 d th t f th y t 1 (_ t dt th y Id th m 

1 b StPtb aathydlM wm 1812 

Idltlkl mwht fthyhlth d 
f 11 th g t f m I w d g th J 1 pi t 

1 1 bl t th mt Will t y f th m t t 

th t t w th th t t f m mg th wl 1 y 
Iw fmdthtthtas frnthjl w 1 
t k w y d m th t I thy f m 1 th 

ttiis fmthft -nhw t ptlt 

k w pi tit Th w 1 g d 

t tl p I ty f f m t! p t I tl t 
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nintii century, was the metropolis of bis dominions. If tbey do 
so they will incar the danger of falling into the stalm quo avte 
Peter's reign, for, if cut off from easy commnnicatioa with 
Europe, civilization, which is stili but an exotic in the country, 
and has not yet taken a firm root in its soil, will die away, and 
barbarism, which is the normal state of Bassia, will assert its 
supremacy. In short, the Russians are in that agreeable position 
that any prospect would be preferable to that which they have 
before thera. 

Perhaps the sentiments of a gentleman in St. Petersburg, con- 
cerning the present state of affaii-a, may be interesting ; lie is of 
Polish descent, a man of talent and education, and one of 
the best authors in the conntry. A great many visitors were 
assembled, and during their stay my friend assented to every- 
thing that was proposed ; but when they had all departed, 
he frankly told me that he was convinced the Russians had 
no chance, and that he was sure they would be dreadfully beaten. 
On my asking him what he really thought of the whole affair, he 
replied, " In a few words I will tell you. This Emperor Nicho- 
las seems to me to have been placed by Heaven on the throne in 
order to punish the wickedness of his people : how otherwise 
could he have been tempted thus to risk his country, crown, life, 
and all, upon a single turn of a card ? vous verrez qn'il sera 
flambe. No one has ever yet stood against Lord Palmerston, 
and neither will he. Look at Louis Philippe ; who caused him 
to repent of kicking against the pricks ? And that Queen 
of Spain — you will see how long she will rule. Lord Palmerston 
is one of the greatest statesmen the English have ever had, and 
you may be sure he would not be so much hated in E-nssia were 
he not feared, and with good reason too." 

I remarked that it was a pity the Emperor did not withdraw 
ere it was too late. 

" He would be glad to do so," was the reply, " bat he dares 
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uot ; lie lias raised a legion of demons that he canoot lay. 
What would the proprietors say? What would the mined 
merchants sa.y ? aud what would become of him if he were thus 
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" but it oaglit to be done for more than one reason, for the sake 
of the human race thonsauds of years to come, who woald bless 
the hands that had dealt chastisement to a tyrant, and had 
shown an example that would be felt to the end of time." He 
finished by presenting me with a copy of the imperial procla- 
mation concerning the miraculous preservation of Odessa, which 
be laughingly bade me keep as a preeiona document, one of the 
most wonderful productions of the age, and a moat astonishing 
proof of the extent it was possible to lie in the face of Heaven. 
I believe that, although I had been acquainted with tlie family 
seven or eight years, my friend would not have dared to speak 
so freely, had he not been aware that the next day I was to 
leave Russia probably for ever. 
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without a feelmg of sincere comijassion that I gazed on the jjoor 
people's f'Mies and thonght how few, how very fnw, of all those 
would evei letmn again One division of many thousands was 
biToaacked on the plains a la belk eioUe; most of thein were 
fast asleep on the bare ground, theiv arms piled up near them, 
with sentinels guarding different points ; yidettes were stationed 
at a distance, looking in their dark coate like bronze statues, 
with the twilight sky in the background. Here and there were 
watch-fires, with a few soldiers sitting around ; scores of ammu- 
nition- waggon a and gun-carriages were at a little distance 
farther on, with raeu standing under arms, and the horses 
grazing on the scanty grass of the fields close by. I came up 
with the second diyiaion eaily on the next morning ; the soldiers 
were all marching merrily along to the voices of those in the van 
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of each regiment, who were singing the war-song of the f 
army ; and they really seemed, in the excitement of the moment, 
to have forgotten the scanty rations and infamous treatment 
they receive, smd for which they are compensated hy the munifi- 
cent pay of itim shiUings jwr aimum! I remarked that the 
officers were dressed precisely the same as the privates ; a small 
piece of twisted gold lace, from the neck to the shoulder, was 
the only distinguishing mark by which they were known. The 
reason of their being so attired was because so many had been 
shot by the enemy, who, it was affirmed, took aim at their more 
showy uniforms ; but from all that I was told, the rifles of the 
Turks are not the only ones of which they stand in fear, nor are 
the Turks their only enemies ; their oppression has caused them 
to find both among their own ranks. 

At one of the stations an olfieer belonging to this division got 
into the mail-coach ; he was evidently in a deep decline, and was 
so extremely ill that he could scarcely stand : it was truly sad 
to hear him talk. He informed me that be had received orders to 
join his regiment, living or dead, and that he was obliged to obey, 
althongh he feared it would only be to leave his corpse on the 
route, as he could be of very little service to his country in the 
state in which he was. It was plain enough that he would 
never again be able to bear arms in the field ; hut he was 
going to the war nevertheless, although he must have perished 
not many days after I saw him. His brother ofBcers appeared 
very kind to him, and rode several miles by the side of the dili- 
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quitted it again, and most likely rose no more from the miser- 
able bed ill tbo peasaat's isba to whicb be was supported. We 
were all very grieved to see Mm, yet perhaps some of his gay 
companions have ere this met a. worse fate still ; for they may 
now lie with thousands of their poor fellow- soldiers in their dis- 
mal graves amid the pestilent marshes of the Daanbe, or in the 
ghastly trench that forms the gi'ave of thousands on the hDights 
of Alma — a horrible sacrifice made to the hateful ambition of 
their imperial master. The third division was crossing the Vis- 
tula in flat boats and rafts at the time we were doing so ; 
indeed many of the mea and horses were on the same raft with 
us ; their cannon and ammnnition- waggons were drawn up in a 
long line on the opposite bank. I asked some of them whither 
they were going, but I met with tjie usual answer of the Rus- 
sian boor — " Ya nisnaiu" (I don't know) ; on listening, how- 
ever, to the conversation of a group of officers who stood near 
me, I concluded that a part were to remain in Poland, and tlie 
remainder to proceed further soutii. 

There must have been hnmense numbers of soldiers wounded 
in the affairs of Oltenitza and Kalafat ; for, go into whatever 
house you would at St. Petersburg, the ladies and children were 
all occupied in preparing lint, by unravelhng linen rags, for the use 
of the army ; and all the ladies in the Institutes were so engaged 
by order of the Crowa : the enormous quantities they made, 
and the repeated demands for more, proved how many poor men 
had been sufferers for the Emperor's sake. 

The check that the Russian arms are receiving at our hands, 
we may be well assured they will neither forgive nor forget ; 
and even centuries to come, they will, if they have the power, 
take their revenge for it : it is their national character, and they 
will never rest until their thirst for vengeance is slaked, if it be ' 
possible. How fairly soever they may speak — how plausibly 
soever they may a«t^— they will ever be on the watch, like a cat 
13 
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ing the Champ de Mms my first feeling was one of diaappointment, 
for I could scarcely believe that so great a mnltitade of men and 
horses would bave occupied comparatively so small a space. The 
square is not more tban one-third of a mile in length, yet there 
• seemed ample room left for performing tbeir military evolationa. 
Tbo men were all standing under arms, awaiting the arrival of 
his Imperial Majesty and staff — they and the horses immovable 
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as statues of bro z tli ! d mnad f ack 1 ke a 

dark clond, were d a^vn up at th f tli d f th fi H their 
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on a black war-horse, his noble figure dressed in the full uniform 
of the guards, his brow aurmounted by the magnificent helmet 
with a golden eagle, whose widely-spread wings form the crest ; 
he looked like another Atilla reviewing the descendants of the 
Huns. It was with a feeling almost of soitow that I gazed on 
that brilliant group as they swept proudly along the serried 
lines of the living mass, and thought that, long ere another 
centory had fled, not one of all that mighty multitude would 
exist to speak of that splendid sight, and that the munificent 
pageant of that day was doomed, like thousands of others that 
had passed before, to fade away like a shadow, and be remem- 
bered no more. 

It was only when the masses began to move that I eould form 
any idea of the myriads assembled ; then indeed the sight was 
magnificent. As to the military evolutions, of course I could 
not attempt a description of them, but the beautiful costumes 
of the various nations, the handsome uniforms, the glittering 
casques and flashing swords, the wild strains of the martial 
bands, formed a scene that could perhaps be only equalled by 
the Champ de Mars in Paris on a similar occasion. Now would 
come sweeping past a regiment of Circassians, like a band of 
warriors from some gay tonrnament, heroes of song and romance 
awakened from their sleep of ages into a new and stiiTiug life ; 
proscEtly a squadron of the guards, their eagle-crested helmets 
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flashicg la tbe imi then woald rush ! j the sombie cloud of 
Cossacks thei lincea concbei a if to attack the ranks of an 
eut-m; thei ro i^li looking iDr-^es gailopmg at the top of their 
speed then again legiments of icfantiy unt I tUeie seemed no 
end of tbe loner hne tbeir maitial tread sontiding like the rush- 
ing of amouutiin stream and until tbe pje -nas weary of watch- 
iDg tbeir (to me at least) inexplicabJp moveme its A j,eatlemau 
with whom my frieuda were acqi ainted and who ju^bt to know 
if tnybod) cculcS do so informed me that the Emperoi was a 
very timid hoiepman that he iievei mountel lat maieb of the 
gentlest aid most dxile tenipei and thit iiumbei^ inteuled for 
hi use died eie tl ey were snfficiently broken in I do not now 
lemember whether it \^ai three or five years thit he mentioned 
thev were m tiaining but to use h s own expres. on les pau- 
vres b6tGS se biisaieat le treni they died of gr ef in fact beisg 
weaned out with the trial 

An incident took place at one ot these grind lev uwij la St. 
Petersbui^ whn,h is gie itly to the Emperoi o bonoui I will, 
therefore relate it e<!pecially as I had it from good authority ; 
inieed so much hi'i been siid against kim of Ute that a short 
aneclote in hi^ fivour will I hope prove aa agreeable change. 
DnriQg the j.eiforminLe of some mditary evolution the Czar 
dcspatcbe 1 a yonng aidi, de-camp to an old generj.1 with a par- 
ticular oidei Wbetbei the offlcei Vias confused oi timid I do 
not know but he gave an exactly contiary one to that which he 
hal received The aatom&hment of his Imperial Majesty may 
well he imagined when be i erceived that tbe ^raadest movement 
of the day was entirely defeated by some uatorseen stiitagem 
of the generals The Bmpeior i naturally t es ei jo te , indeed 
I have heaid that he is subject to fits of ungovernable rage, 
similar to those that Peter I was so fiequentiy attacked with, 
an 1 a'! may be supposed his anger w ai nab in ide I o i this occar 

tbub to le bumd atcl ii tl o fice of all tit ofB ei^ Ho 
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commaDtlcd the general to Ills presence, and before the crowd of 
ffiilitarj there present he called him " Dnrak !"* The venerable 
old warrior drew back ; his grey hairs were insulted, and his 
veteran esperience called in questioa ; the angry flush mounted 
to his brow, but, remembering that it was the voice of the 
sovereign that had dared to utter such a term, he made a, martial 
salute and was silent ; but, complaining of sudden indisposition, 
he was allowed to retire. The review was nearly over, so the 
Emperor returned to the palace. Early the next morning the 
young aide-de-camp presented himself, and earnestly begged an 
audience of his Majesty. Oa its being accorded, he in the most 
frank and manly manner confessed the error of which he had 
been guilty, and, expressing sincere regret, entreated that he 
might be degraded from his rank, or suffer any punishment, 
rather than his Teuerated general should he thus disgraced. 
The Emperor heard his account in silence, and oa its terminar 
tion bade him return to his barracks and report himself under an 
arrest. What reparation eoaid eow be made by a Czar to the 
old man whom he had thus insulted ? To the astonishment of 
the military, another review was ordered to take place, at which 
the same regiments were to attend ; and when the whole were 
assembled, the Emperor, calling the veteran general to his side, 
made a public apology for his late conduct, embraced him, and, 
kissing him on each cheek, presented him with a star which he 
himself had worn. I heard some call this a theatrical represen- 
tation ; I do not believe ifc was so : why should the Antocrat 
of all tlie Rnssias not have the credit of possessing noble senti- 
ments in common with any other gentleman, though he be the 
enemy of our country, and though his heart be proud and ambi- 
tious ? The young aide-de-camp was not disgraced ; indeed, the 
action redounded so mnch to his honour that he became an 
.1 favourite, 
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After tlio grand rCFieiv of wtich I have before spoten, the 
troops left the ground by different routes, and ui half an hour 
the Champ de Mars was as silent as before : the only trace of 
the lately assembled host was the marks of the horses' hoofs by 
myriads in every direction deeply cut into the sand. 
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m t f the foreign i 
th J f ra great a proportion of 
] ^ t The most numerous 

d th r mans: the former axe 
b g 1 1 d to serve as employes 
f f and mutual cruelties 
t d f the same race to hate 

ty th t w nid h ve satisfied the great 
Every Polish gentleman is forced to take 
the oath, in which he calls on Heaven to witness that he will 
shed the last drop of his blood for the flmperor's sake. It must 
he galling indeed to have to pronounce these words, with the 
recollection of the wrongs of his country weighing on his heart, 
and, perhaps, the remembrance of an outraged mother or sister 
who might have been pabliely flogged for inatilling sentiments 
of patriotism into his soul. Let It not be thought that these 
are merely idle words. Many a time have I been told of Polish 
ladies who have been sufferers from the executioner's lash, not 
many years ago, in the very capital of their country. A hun- 
dred instances have been told me, with the names of the unfor- 
tunate women who were the victims of such brutal treatment. 
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To them we may give our pity and com^ a sioii^the ctrrnil 
stame and dishonour will fall on the head ot those at whoao 
comroami such acts were done. 

Among my acquaintances abroad, I numl picd i threat many 
Poles, and I asked a noble one day liow he cuuld coucientiouEly 
take the oath above-mentioned. " We wait patiently replied 
he; "for the time is not yet come. As for the allegiince we 
make a reseryation to ourselves concerning it , but hope leads 
us still to expect that the hour for Poland s resntrection will 
arrive. What can we do at present ?" Notwithstanding that 
the Poles are everywhere received in society there is veiy little 
cordiality in regard to friendship : many have it is, trne intei 
married with Bnssiana, but they are not, foi the most part of 
the superior class of gentry, but are merely petty emfhy6s or 
people of no " family," in the aristocratic sense of the word In 
almost every part of Eussia, Polish people miy i e met who have 
been banished from their native land for some political offeuLC 
either proved or suspected. Many have assured me that they 
were taken a,way in the middle of the night from theii" own 
house, and perliaps dragged from their bed, merely on suspicion 
of being disaffected. It was impossible to refute the accusation, 
because, according to the wise laws of despotism, they had never 
been confronted witb their accusers, or even knew who they 
were : very probably, the information had been given by some 
government spy, the name of whom is " legion " in Poland, One 
of these victims was a gentleman who, with his wife, had been 
imprisoned four months, when they were hurried away from 
Tilna to the interior of Rnssia, and they assured me that they 
Lad not the remotest idea what the crime was of which they 
were accnsed. Added to the antipathy the Poles and Russians 
naturally feel for each other politically, the difference in religion 
contributes to their animosity ; for, althongh the Greek Church 
and the Roman may appear in the eyes of Protestants to possess 
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few points of difference, jet, perhaps for that very reason, their 
hatred to each other is the more intense. As far as I could 
learn, the chief differences between the Greek and Roman belief 
consist of a triyial distinction, scarcely more than vevbal, in the 
doctrine of the quality of the three persons in the Trinity, of the 
denial by the Greeks of tlie necessity of their priests remaining 
unmarried, and of the substitation of pictarea for images as 
objects of worship and reverence. It is true that, since the 
division of the Christian Church into the eastern and the western, 
a vast number of extra saints have been added to each, which 
may have caused considerable jealonsy between them. If so, 
the Russians must triumph, for they have about twice as many 
as the Romanists ; but, on the other hand, they are not quit* 
SO select. 

I once went to dine with some Polish friends, on Christmas 
Day, and I remarked a quantity of straw scattered under the 
table. On. my begging to know why this was done, I was 
informed that it was in commemoration of the Saviour haviag 
been bom in a manger : the Russians have not this custom. 

Warsaw is beautifully situated on the Vistula, and contains a 
great many buildings erected in former times ; but it mnst be 
very vexing and grievous to the people to see the monument in 
their "grande place" supported by Russian eagles, publicly 
reminding them of their loss of nationality. The Tistula is so 
extremely shallow that the sand is everywhere visible through 
the water. As to the general aspect of the country, it mncli 
reminded me of some parts of England ; even the whitewashed 
cottages with thatched roofs looked very like those we see at 
home, but the peasants bore no resemblance to our sturdy, inde- 
pendenUooking countrymen. They, poor people 1 with their 
sullen, downcast faces, too plainly showed, even more so than the 
n serfs, how hardly they fared, and how they were ground 
1 by the oppression of their conquerors, It seemed to me 
13* 
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that eyerj Muscovite, dressed in a little biief autboiity tvis at 
liberty to play tlie tyraat over them, and I used to feel quite 
indignant at the merciless manner in wmch the postguaida 
treated them. The blows they inflicted seemeil almost enough 
to break the back of any human being, iflhilst the scieima they 
elicited freqaentiy broke the silence of the night, filhn^ our paity 
with horror and dismay nlmdu lypayf thtm 

when retribution shall fall n tb h ad t th pp ss d 

Poland shall be free ag n 

The Polish dishes a t at II ac 1 t th B lisli 
taste ; they contain to m 1 girl a 1 ml 

much too coarse to be pi t I 11 tl p n f P 1 1 
throngh which I have t a 11 1 th I ad t m ly ha I 

even in Warsaw, at th h tel 1th gh tl t p nt 1 

ufi with what they called English loaves, they bote very bttle 
resemblance to the white bread of London. Perhaps the best 
bread in Europe is made in Moscow : it is perfectly delicious. 

The Germans in Russia are extremely numerona ; tbey have 
spread themselves over the whole country and have monopolized 
a great deal of the trade. " There are only two patriotic nations 
in Europe," said a Russian admiral, " Bussia and England ; the 
French are partisans of their party ; but as for those Germans, 
their country is where they find they can gdn most money." In 
regard to his judgment on the French, it must be a false one, for 
In their history we see many proofs of real patriotism, which 
show that, in respect to them, he was in error ; bat his assertion 
touching the German people, especially those in Russia, was 
probably the truth. They are not liked by the Russians, who 
look upon them with all the antipathy of race ; added to which, 
their penurious habits and desire for accnmulating wealth, quali- 
ties so different from the national character of the people among 
whom they dwell, and their excessive severity as officers and 
overseers, cause them to be detested fay the lowei' classes, wliilo 
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the upper classes look down apoii tliem witli diadiun, and consi- 
der them as a sordid, money-getting nation, who possess no 
nohility of sortl, so that with them tlie name German and 
" nohody" are synonymous, although, owing to the German pre- 
dilections of the Emperor, many of the very highest places in 
every department are filled by people of ttat race. Among tlie 
1 las th y b 1 y th m f te fr m th 
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French, which makes even trifimg subjects interestmg in conver- 
Bation. 

A great many of the medical men in Russia are Germans, aud 
people of that nation may be found in eveiy town : I believe I 
may say, without exaggeration, that nearly all the bakers' shops, 
as well as those of chemists, are kept by them. 

The ladies are exceedingly good housewives, but, as a Trench 
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person of my acquaintance remarked, " EUes sont ou des h 
de "Werter on des menageres." One of their greatest p 
consists in going once a week to the Singanstalt, or singing-club, 
to which nearly all the young persons of both seses belong : the 
evening is passed in singing German Lieder, and the chorasea 
from operas and oratorios by national composers, which they 
perform in very agreeable style. 

One of the most delightful New-Year's Eves I ever passed 
was at the house of a German friend. The family was a very 
large one, and all the members of it were assembled, even down 
to the third-coasins — grandmamma, grandpapa, all their mar- 
ried sons and daughters, with every one of the children, those 
of a few months old included, coasins, nephews, and nieces, not 
one was absent. After spending the evening in various social 
games, in which both great and small took jDart, the whole com- 
pany took their seats round the room a little before midnight, 
and waited in silence until the clock struck twelve, announcing 
that another year had passed for ever, and that a new one had 
already commenced. All those who could sing stood in a group 
at one end of the hall, and the instant that the last stroke had 
solemnly sonnded they bnrst into chorus of thanksgiving. Each 
then sang a verse in turn, the grandfather, although past sixty, 
commencing in a fine tenor ; after him sang the eldest son, and 
then the eldest danghter, and so on. The words, which are 
really beautiful, were partly composed by Toss ; other verses had 
been added by the singers themselves. They began by thanking 
God for the renewal of another great division of time, expressed 
delight that so many were thus joyously assembled, with hopes 
for the welfare of those far away r but in the midst of their 
rejoicings they affectingly referred to the dead, who were sleep- 
ing in Bolitnde, wrapped in their cold and silent graves, and 
whose place on earth was no more seen ; and much emotion was 
excited by the following verses :^ 
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Tears fell fast from many art eye as each gazed round that 
circle of friends aud relatives, and all seemed to dread that some 
beloved face would be missing ere another K"ew-Ycai's Eve 
found them there assembled ; they were scarcely dried ere the 
two cOQcludiag lines echoed cheerfully through the hall — 



And then the grand chorus of thanksgiving was sang in grati- 
tude to Heaven for the hope of ao eternal re-union hereafter. 

As soon as the New-Tear's hymn had been sung, the sons and 
daughters embraced the aged mother and father, and then the 
grandchildren came forward to do the samo ; after them the 
other relatives, according to their proximity of relationship, and 
finally the friends who had been invited. Champagne was then 
handed round ; universal congratulations and affectionate em- 
braces followed, after which a merry snpper restored the gaiety 
and cheerfulness of the whole party. 
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302 THE GERMAKS. 

Althougli I liave mentioned the general character which the 
Oermans bear among the Russians, it must not be concluded 
therefrom that they are not very frequently most estimable peo- 
ple ; iddeed many of them merit the utmost j t a d dm 
tion. It must be borne ia mind that the 1 w 1 R 

hold &U foreigaecs m detestation, and the G m n n 

than any other. Until the present war brok o t all t 
to theiv country were designated by them (J m n f th 
petty dfetinctions of French, English, and so on, were not known 
to the half-barbarous serfs ; they only knew that they were not 
Russians, and concluded therefore that they came from Germany. 
Now all other nations of Europe are swallowed up iu the desig- 
nation of English, which at present is a word of hateful import 
to them, as onr country-people are held up as the most to be 
feared and detested. 

The French people, as well as the English, live in societies 
quite distinct from either the G-erraans or the Russians ; bat the 
French, being more liked in company, and considered more agree- 
able, from their gay and lively temperament, associate much 
more with the Russians, who take them as the established model 
for hon genre and politeness : their language also is as much 
used in society as it is in. France, for everybody speaks it ; so 
that, in making friends and acquaintances, our neighbours get on 
a great deal better than we do. Among the Russians the Eng- 
lish wjere certainly greatly i-espeded by the upper classes, and 
were perhaps (if it be possible for the lower classes to like (miy 
foreigner) preferred by them, especially in matters of 
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There are many Italians aad Gfreeks established ia the conn- 
trj ; the latter visit a great deal at the houses of the nobility, 
tlicir common religion being a bond of union between tl 
TLeve are some renegade Mahometana also in the Russian 
Tice. I remember once dining at a friend's house where I mel 
several ; one of them was a general, who had previously served 
th Suit. d hmlfTklybtb Ithw asl 
h f 1 ty h m 1 1 t 1 th w y i t 1 
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vast numbei of Jews, and evea gipsies, aie to be found in tiie 
army, as no one in the empire ia exempt from military service. I 
was told that all creeds are respected by the government. 
There are not many Englishmen in the imperial army ; I believe 
the greater part of those so designated are Scotch or of Scotch 
extraction. 

Perhaps in no country in the world does one meet so great a 
variety of foreigners ; almost every nation has its representative 
in Hussia ; from the Norwegian and Swede to the Albanian and 
Turk, from the Spanish adventurer to the Moldavian and Walla- 
chian, they are all to be encountered in society. At an evening 
party natives of perhaps ten or a dozen coantries may be met, 
and that not by any remarkable accident, but merely in an invi- 
tation to one's general acquaintances. French is the medium by 
which all these people bold communication with each other, and 
interchange ideas ; but it is necessary to understand German 
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a to enjoy a conversation, as it very ofteu lapses into 
one or tlie otlier, according to the majority of people of either 
cation in the company. It is esceediaglj disagreeable for those 
who speak only tiie Frencii language, as very frequently, when 
some interesting anecdote is being recounted, a chance remark 
made by some one in German will cause the conTcrsatiou to be 
continued in that tongue, to the great disappointment of the 
listener. 

Having said thns mnch of Russia and the Russians, I have 
but few words to add. Of the character of the people I leave 
the reader to draw his own conclusions, from the anecdotes with 
which the preceding; remarks are illustrated. That the Russians 
possess most excellent and amiable qualities of heart, no one can 
deny who has ever resided in their coantry, or had the pleasure 
of knowing them. Their virtues are their own, and many of 
their grave defects may be ascribed to the evil system of govern- 
ment nnder which they have so long suffered. Centuries of 
slavery and oppression are enough to change the characteristics 
of any people, and to infuse into the national mind al! the mean- 
ness, cunning, and moral cowardice of a Helot. Wild thougb 
the country be, it ia no inhospitable shore, and the warm-heart- 
edness of the people richly compensates for the coldness of its 
clime. It is that which throws a kind of charm over the remem- 
brance of Russia in the mind of one who has long resided on its 
snow-clad plains, and gives an interest to everything connected 
with them. There ia much to love and little to esteem— much 
to admire and little to respect— in Russia and the Russians ; 
and should these ps^es ever fall into the hands of my friends 
there, I entreat them not to consider what is herein written as 
ill meant. If I have remarked upon what is evil, I have not 
omitted to note that which is good. I have " nothing extenuated 
nor aught set down in malice ;" and the greatest proof I can give 
of ray attachment for them is the assurance of the sincere regret 
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with whieh I bade adieu to the fiuvMin slioies foievei, ind of 
tbe aosiou^ and earnest desire with wbah I look foiwiid to the 
time when a change in their system of guTemment shall fiee 
them from the witheiing thraldom imdei which they now auffei, 
and shall eoiihle the many good qualities ot then mtion to 
expand and come to maturity under the fosteiin^ influence of 
free and enlightened m&titutions 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 



In examiaing tbe aucieut mythology of the Slaves the I'Badei- 
will be particularly struck not only with the great resemblance 
it bears to that of the classic Greeks, but by the apparent 
engrafting of many of its superstitions and forms of worship 
on tlie Christian be professed in Russia and Greece. Perhaps 
this afftuity between the ancient Pagan creeds of the two 
nations raay be the cause why both have so easily embraced the 
same form of Christianity. The Bimilitnde which is so plainly 
seen between the Russo-Greek Church and the heathen system 
of former ages may also be the reason why mythology is 
forbidden to be studied in the schools throughout the empire. 
Paganism indeed seems not yet to have entirely disappeared 
from the land, and it is curious to remark how easy it is to trace 
some of the acts and ceremonies of the Russian Church to their 
heathen origiu. Almost every god and goddess of antiquity has 
a corresponding saint ia the calendar, and many of their high 
fealifals are apparently merely those of tlieir Pagan creed under 
another name ; so difBcalt is it to eradicate the idolatrous super- 
stitions of a nation, or to instil into the hearts of a people the 
sentiments of a pure religion. The extreme reverence with 
which the images of the Virgin and Child are regarded, and 
their rich settings, are most probably only the adoration of their 
former miieh-loYed idol the Zolotaja Baba, or the golden woman ; 
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wlio, accordiDg to their mythology, was the mothor of tlio gods. 
It was highly gilt, aad held in its arms the flgnro of a child. In 
the Russian Church the Virgin is ueyer, 1 belieye, represented 
withont tlie infant Chi-ist. 

The blessing of the waters, which is performed twice a year, 
althongh now regarded as a Christian ceremony, is one very 
likely to have been derived from the adoration of the great 
rivers by the Sclavonic races, especially the Bog, the Don, 
and the Danube. The first-named was, according to the his- 
torian, who quotes Procopius as his authority, held in the most 
estimation by them ; they never approached its shores without 
fear and trembling, and they drank of its waters with awe, as if 
by so doing they profaned the sacred stream. Lomonosof, 
the anthor, even asserts that the Russian name for God (Bog) 
is identical with its designation. 

The great attachment of the people to the pictures of their 
saints, on which the rich, especially of the merchant class, lavish 
immense sums, may be traced to the domestic gods of their 
ancestors, which were called Domovi Doakhi, or house-prot«ctors, 
the Lares and Penates of the Slaves.* In every wealthy shop- 
keeper's best apartment there is a place assigned for the patron, 
saints of the family, generally in the corner, in which is fixed a 
closet with a glass door, entirely filled with them ; their settings 
are very costly, generally of silver, gold, and precions stones. 
Every shop possesses at least one image, and in the piazzas 
of the Qostinoi Dwor there are large portraits of the Virgin 
suspended, before which lamps are continually kept bnrning. In 
the nobility's houses the saints' images are usnally placed in the 
sleeping-room. 

The Russians say that on St. Elias's day it always thunders. 
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whict they religiously believe is caused by tlie rumbling of his 
chariot- wheels among the clouds ; as according to their account 
the saint takes a driTc in heayen on his name's day. Tlndoubt- 
e.dly this saperstitioa mast have been derived from the worship 
of Peroun, the Sclavome Japiter, which was formerly celebrated 
on the day now set apart for the above saint. The form of this 
idol wfliS almost identical with that of the classic deity, and, like 
the Olympian Jove, he held lightning iu his hand and announced 
his will in thunders. His statue had a silver head, moustaches 
and ears of gold, aad feet of iron. Before it a sacred fire was 
ever burning, which if the priests neglected they would have 
been put to death. The profane representations of the G-odhead 
remarked in a preceding chapter seem to be merely that of 
Peronn ; the only difference is, that in the former the figure 
holds a triangle in his hand instead of iightuing. The heathenish 
rite mentioned in a preceding chapter, as being performed by the 
village women, on Midsummer Eve, if it had not its origin in the 
worship of Baal, was probably derived from that of Koupalo, 
the god of the fruits of the earth, who was adored by the Slaves 
with a Jike ceremony. Perhaps indeed the Sclavonic races, 
in migrating from the East, brought with them the idols and 
traditions of their forefathers : in that case Konpalo and 
Baal may have been the same principle. I believe that the 
common people still call the rite by the name of Koupaiuitza. 

Many more instances could be cited, but the above will suffice 
to show thit the remembrance of their Pagan creed still exists 
among the Eussians 

When fiee access can le obtamed to the various col' ections 
of ancienr manusciipts that are preset ved m the mona=iteries and 
cathediih in Russia much hght will probably be thrown, 
not only on the belief of the felavea but ou then social state, 
their law^ and civil zation of «hi h so little is at j^icsi'it known 
in Euiope A Eu'-bian geatlemau issured me that he hid seen 
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and examined many of these collectioDs, which he thought wcvg 
well worthy of the notice of the learned. 

There are not many readers of the ancient iMnscoylte history ; 
indeed, I believe that few would deem the drj reroiclB of the 
Russian race very mtere^tmi, until the poll y of Petei I ai 1 
Catherine II forced the ntmp of Russia upon the atti,ntion 
of Europe It ib a [ity they have not heen moie generally 
studied, as peihtps they nonld have affordci a 1 ml of kev to 
the designs of the noithern autocrats 

Probal ly n dc out of every ten persons in Englan 1 i cagme 
that c vizat on was alnost unknown to the Mu'emtes antetior 
to the re n of Peter the Gieat aad aie not aware that the 
most 10 verful reiuUicin Em ope h*d foi its cipital the city of 
IJfoTogo od a 3 thiit unt 1 the ninth century of om eia 
its wealth ii d might caused it to be so respected am ng the 
neighbouru c; statei that the saying Who nould dare to 
attack God ind hovogorod the great? la "itill a pioveib 
in Rnssia, One would be apt ty im^ine tbit Petei s object 
in building &fc Peteisbnig was to exteciJ and strengthen bis 
frontiei-s, and to fot«aid more effettuiUy the designs ot bia 
predeeessois ypfc perhaps he committed the ^leatest eiior 
in endeavouring ti tnm aaile the slowly but sarely idi ancmg 
course of Muscovite civdization (\ihich althoui^b moie As atic 
than ours, would i robabty have been moie "inhd than it now i 
because gradually acqtuied) by foicibly and prematurely intro- 
ducing that of nnotbei lace ni on his ppople teichmg ideas that 
they could not under'^tand and making changes that they could 
not comprehend The civdization of Encjhiid iid Friuce was 
not certainly owmg to the swoids of the Romin , for the innii 
dations of thg barbarians swept away almost every vestige of it : 
the work bad to be begua afresh, because it was not based od a 
solid foundation. Peter I. made the Russians polished, but not 
dvilized ; the heart of the nation was not prepared for the 
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change , the) therefoie mfide moie piogress in learnuig that 
which IB BVi! th'tn that iihich 11 ^ood , they were 1 Iinit ly 
more apt it dcqunin^ the Ticea than the viifcuea nf th ^e 
set ovei them as teachprs aid from being simple ttcv becaii p 

Perhaps it would not be in eirirto assert that e^ceptm^ the 
nobility about the couit many of whom are not of Eussian 
descent at *11 bat derive 1 fi om fore gn parTenu' and some of 
the upper cla^aes the nation still legiets the innivation of 
western civilization and if they could hive a free chon-e they 
would rithei retuin to the good old times wlien Moscow w&s 
the capita! of their conntry The old Euss an party whose 
strencth is centred in that ancient capital are daily becoming 
more poii Prful au3 may indeed be destined to cause a reai-tion 
agun&t the artificial refinement which has pohshed a eeitain 
portion at the expense of tte community at laige Peihaps it 
IS possible to dam up the wateis of the Vol-,a foi a timn but 
they would ines'itablj bieak then boanils, and fii d the wiy to 
the be'\ it libt thiou^h then own natuial comae 

The lepublic of NoTOgoiod* mu&t haye existed far many 
ages and h-id attained 1 cons dPiable odymce ID commcice and 
consequentlj ciTilization for towaids the mi Idle of the niith 
eeiitmy we are told that it declined and being attached by 
enemies fiom withcnt and weitened by dissensions within 
the inhabitants wh) oould no longer defend themselves weie 
obi ged to ajiply to E.unck the chief of a I'lee residu g on the 
sho OS et the Balfie Sea to become their geneial and to issi t 
them with h s soldie s and lust as we see m oui vn h stoiy 
that Heii^i t Horsa and Cerdio established themsehcs is 
pi icei on the shoiea of Biitain so did Rnriet anl lis two 
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brothers, Sinaf and Tronvov, become the sovereigDg of Novogo- 
rod, and the immense territories belonging to the republic ; thus 
laying the foundation of the Russian empire, a.d. 863. 
Rnrick died in 879, and left a eon only four years of age. 



Tl e best b sto an say that tl e fclives are not tl e & me ce 
as the Enss a s b t that the fo mer as ume 1 tl e na ne ot their 
CO q 3 the or t, a of 1 oth s so ob cuied 1 j the m ts of 
t me th t the lear ed alone can dec de uj on the t 11 ty of their 
clams Accorln^ to Herbelot vlo q otes the la tar his- 
to an Abo l^'ih Ba ado the Russ an trace th 1 scent 
th ou^h a louf, 1 ne of ance tors to Eon s a son of Jajbet, 
wl 1st the Sla es cl m to be de Ted f om Seklab o =iaklab, 
another son of the same remote progenitor. 

I have heard the Russians frequently assert that they derived 
their name from the colour of their hair, which ia of a peculiar 
yellow tint that I do not think is met with iu other countries ; 
indeed, tliose of the trne Russian race, in many of the villages, 
have hair of a light straw-colour. 



Even so early as the ninth century, and probably long pve- 
rious to that date, tiie Ifovogorodians had ranch commercial 
interconrse with the Greeks of Constantinople. We are told 
that, in their voyages thither, they descended the Dnieper ; that, 
on coaling to rocks, they iightened the weight of their ships by 
discharging the cargoes, and carrying thera on men's shoulders 
along the shores ; they le-embarked when the danger was 
passed. On reaching the month of the Dnieper, they waited for 
a fair wind, and then coasted along the western shores of the 
Black Sea, nntil they came to the Greek capital, whicli, in their 
language, was designated Tzargrad, or the City of the OresaTS. 
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Oleg, the guardian of Eurick's sou, is said to liave made a suc- 
cessful attack on Cons tan tiiiople, and committed fearful ravages 
in its vicinity. Leo the Philosopher was then Emperor of the 
East, aud, being too enervated to defend his capital by arms, be 
purchased the forbearance of the Russians by the payment of 
immense treasures and costly stuffs, the display of which, on 
their return home, struck their fellow-countrymen with astonish- 
ment. Perhaps that event was the origin of the restless longing 
and excessive desire of the Russian people to become the- con- 
querors and possessors of Constantinople ; for it is curious to 
remark how, ever since tbat time, they have, generation after 
generation, kept their eyes steadfastly fixed on the sontb, and 
have slowly advanced towards the attainment of their object. 
Treaties of peace and commerce are still, according to the his- 
torian, extant, which were made between some of the Greek 
emperors and the early princes of Novogorod. 



Olga, who reigned as regent over the Russians from 945 to 
955 A.r., was thought worthy of being canonized by the Rosso- 
Greek Chnrch, because she went to Constantinople and became 
baptised as a Christian ; but religion does not appear to have 
been the sole object of her jonrney: like a true Muscovite, she 
had other designs hidden nnder its cioak, for we are expressly 
told that commercial views as well as pious ones indnced her to go 
to the Greek capital. Constantine stood as sponsor at her bap- 
tism. The revenge this princess took on the Drevlians, a people 
who dweh near the lake of Ilmen, was certainly anything but 
saintlike. Olga's husband, Igor, having invaded their country, 
was slain by them : the widow, after having caused the membei's 
of the two embassies, sent to her by their king, to be murdered, 
would not be appeased unless she took still greater vengeance 
on the nation : to do so, she dissimulated her hatred, spoke fairly 
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to ihem anl e p e el b w lli ^ e to To ^et what had 
pa e 1 o eg "It u that fo e rj hous n tli r town, ttey 
slionld p eseEt her w th three i aeons and three h] arrows. Tho 
dece ei D evl ant, joyfully a^ eed to terms they brotight the 
1 Isaiilthenret ned home but OJga cait>el lighted matches 
to be attiched to them and then let them go they naturally 
flew lack to ther nests inl this set the cty on fire. The 
ahab tants n enleaTOni ng to s'tve themselves f om the flames, 
^^ e put to thp s Tord Yet before the portri t of this crnel 
1 d wicke I woman the Kuss ans of all clisaes bow and pros- 
t ate them clvo to the earth and be^ 1 e nte ce ion for them 
at tlie throne of Heayen. 



Alexander KcTski, tlie description of whose tomb has been 
givGa ill those pages, reigned in Russia from about the year 
1255 to 1364 A.D. The Russian Church has also thought 
proper to consider him as a saint, for no other quality, one 
would thiLk, than thai of his savage cruelty. His odious bar- 
barities exercised on the inhabitants of Hovogorod, after their 
struggle to resist then Tartar tyrants must lendei his name 
hateful to any but Ru'-snu e«s Ho cut oft the noses ot some, 
the ears of otheis , ordeied then eyes to be pulled out theu 
feet and hands chopped off , and committed all the actions of 
cruelty and wickedness he could think of m respect to them 
Yet this wretch i& reveied ind adored as if he had been a tine 
benefactor to the human race 

In noticing the Nevsky monastery I foigot to mention that it 
was founded by Petu the Uieat neai the spot wheie he had 
vanquished the S^iedes, ind he t.ansed his lelici to be trans 
ported thither: the co'tly tomi wis eieetel by the Empress 
Elizabeth. 

Perhaps Peter saw in Alexander Kevsky's conduct much resom- 
14 
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blauce to his own, and wished to increase his own power over 
hia people by holding up to their adoration a Czar similar to 
himself in his actions. 

Dmiti'ij sumamed by Russian historians " t!ie False," was, 
a«eoriiing to them, the Perkin Warbeck of Muscovite history. 
They affirm that his real name was Jachko (or ia English 
James) Otrepief ; that he was brought wp in a monastery, and 
assumed the h-ibit of i uovice at the age of fom-teen. He him- 
self as t d th t h was son of Ivan the Ten-ible, or Cruel, and 
the le tim t h t the crown.- His history, which is perhaps 
the mo t nt t n one in the Muscovite annals, ia too long to 
be in t d h but after having obtained the protection of 
Sigismand d the D et of Poland in 1603, he at last ascended 
the throne of Muscovy, There are many circumstances that 
would lead us to conclude that Dmitri V. was no impostor. 
Chniski, his successor, aimed at the imperial crown, and, having 
murdered the Czar, it was to his interest, and to that of Ms suc- 
cessors, to proclaim that Dmitri was the fake heir, lest he might 
have left one to inherit his title. Was it not also to the interest 
of Michael Eomauof, the founder of the present dynasty, still to 
keep np the belief ? 



Michael Komanof, the ancestor of the present Czar, was the 
son of a Boyar, or Muscovite noble, named Phedor Hikititch. 
Ho was not a priiiK, or of S/assian descent ; but they say his 
forefather was a Prussian named Andrew, who emigrated to 
Russia towards the end of the fourteenth centni-y. He was 
elected Czar iu IQIB.—Levesque, from a MS. on tke imperial 

Siberia was conquered by Ycrmak, an Ataman or Hetman of 
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the Don Cossacks, between tbe years 1517 and 1580, and by 
him secured to the Czar Iran IT. Yermalt was drowned in 
the Tagai, one of the tribntary streams of the Irtiahj 1683, 



The feamoide'. oi SamoYedes are i race of people inhabiting 
a ■« Id maiohy conntiy in the estieme north of Sibem its 
shores be ng washed 1 y the Frozen Ocean The woid Samoide 
Samoiede oi '^iniiiade meajis a cinnibal ai^coiding to most 
anthois bat it docs nat appear that they meiit such an appel 
Htion they pay a tribute of skins ycaily to the Czii, but hke 
most of the noma 1^ cfSibriiT thfy 5- 7! themselyea 



Tho cii«tom mentioned m the fourteenth chapter legarding the 
offerng of hreal &l inada to the Chu.i,!i after a funeial is 
apparently deriyed fiom Shamanism for it 13 also a rite pei 
formed by tiioae who piofes& that religion anl aI=o on the 
fortieth Jai &hamamsm is still piofessed by immense nnmbeis 
of the nomads although its doctrines are now much LOirnpted 
it was formerly an nniTersal belief, even so far west of the TJral 
mountains as Jaroslaf, 



The Enssian language is one of the richest and most beautiful 
in the world : it is soft and agreeable in sound, and has not the 
defect of the Itahan in bcm,^ too efienunate , it conta ns many 
woida that espress the same idets If evei 1 Sclayonic Miltsn 
01 Shakspe^ie arise, he will find an ineTihaustible tiea-^ure in 
his native tongue wherewith to express his thoughts but at 
present there is scarcely any nitional liteiituie owmg to the 
deadtnini^ infl ence of the government The principal Russian 
authora aic PonsUii tliP poet K^iam^m the iu'tomn ind 
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Kriloff the writer of fables. In the alphabet there are thMy- 
eix letters, of which a great number are vowels : many of them 
are purely Greek characters. A friend who anderatood the 
cla^c tongues assvired me that a great similitade existed 
between Rubs and Greek ; the resemblance to Erse remarket! by 
my Highland acquaintances has already been mentioned. 

Th w d which appear to be spelled with so many con- 
s ut m ly contaia letters of which we have not the 
e ^ui al nt — ch as ahtch, cz, teh, which are each expressed in 
Eu an 1 y a ngle character. 

In th I eding pages, wheneyer Russian words occur, the 
trne orthogiaphy has not been given, hut they are writteu 
according to the sound as nearly as possible. 
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CHARLES SGRIBNER'S 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS. 



IK MARVEL'S NEW WORK, 
FUDGl! rom&S. avols.,12mo. S2 00. 



AMERICAN EDITION. UNABRIDGED. 

1. PAUL. By the Key. W. J. CosraBlB, anfl Eev. J. S 
MS113 and Engravings. SB 00 ; Halt calf S3 00 ; 
noroocoestcaSlOOO. 



BKETCHBS OP THE HOSr E 
ENT AKD MODBEN times. By D. A. HulBBi. 
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CHAS. eCEIBNEK'S LATEST I 



ORIGINAL "WORK BY N. P. WIIjL.IS 
LBTIERS BROM IDLE WILD. 1 to1.,12i!1o,. dotn.illuatratefl, SI 2o. 



[i BOWK O^TLE. 



LIFE OP AECUIDALB ALEXANDKB, ».D. By tho Key. J. Vi 



flLEXAKDEK'S (ReT. J. W,) OONSOLATIOtf. 



SSTEITTS TSOUSASD. 
k COMTLETG AKAuKSIS OP THE HOLY BIBLE. Containinlng tka whoio of «ia OU 
and Ksw Testamcnta, collected anS arranged a jalemalioallj in Thirty JBoolia (liaacd OD 
tbe Work of Ibe lenraed Talbot), togethci' -nith an IniroducUon, Eetling forth ths 
ch^acter of tlis nork and the (ramense feclU^ this method affonls for uodeietandlDg 
ths Word of God. Also, three different Tables of Oontenla pteBied, and a Oeneral 
Inaex subjoined, bo elaborated, and ac;:Bnged in aJplabctical order, as to direct at unco 

UM pages- SSOO; half calf S5 SO; morocco eilra 810 m. 



HISTORY OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH. Ej ReT. Peiui 



: OB, TIIE CHILD WITH THREE MOTHERS. By QusT) 



By tHrsTiv NiEaiia. 1 vol., lOmo., ill 
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THE CZAR, HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 



£r JOEN S. MAXWELL. 
A new and refised eclitloa. 1 vol., 12mo., cloth. Price SI. 
This nort presents a fiijr and oanaid exposition of the condition ot tha Kussittn people 
as nell as or the peraonal cbataclfF and govetmnQot of the Ozar. It nas written hstoiri 
the breaJiiu^ out of ths present ^rai', "which has fjirected the jLtlentLon of the "world, with 
renewed eagei-neaa, lowaras Hie mighty empire ot the Horth. The e^iposition wbloh the 
writer llien gave of the designs and polic; of the Csit baa been Bbundaatlr conflrmed bj 
the derelopments that have aince talcen place. 

tfealed by Americano. Mr. Maxwell's diplomatic position govs him reinai'kable opportn- 
nllies for observJUK men and filings in Enssio. Bis scholarship and eonnd judgmeat have 



" The whole !s esceedingly well written, and conlaius a mass of vainable Inform 
allllcntt to be found in any other work. Its merits In every respect ought to secu 

THE FALL OF POLAND. 
COHIAIfiIKO A 



. JIY L. O. SAXTOiT. 
2 vole., 12nio., clotli, S2 SO ; slieep S3 63. 

fitted himself for the task he has unaertaken, by a study of history generally, aodt par- 
tlonlarly by a careful ooUation of all aioae writers that bear upon the suldecl. 

as Religion, aoTemment, Great Men, 01yillia.«oii, Society, etc., Urns enabling the Btudent 
to refer directly to the suyeot which ba may desire to see, and fltUng it, mth ita appro- 
priate inaex, to maJie a valuable work for the library."— J^fiwffr^ Ha/Hi/ AdverUoer. 

" The work ahonnde with thrilling incidents and vivid, not to say gorgeous descriptions, 
aa weU as in valuable historic detaU,"— ^»any AfffK3. 

" It is Uie proauol of great thought and research, and pi-eaents a complete and accnrate 
view of the History, Govemiuent, Laws. Religion, Popular Cbaracler, literature, and, in 

atat*aman. The author writes with great vigor and clearness, and his work is conatruoted 

glowing lncDrpors.tlon ot ail the great points of Interest of one ot the most Interesting 
nations of modem times, and deserves to he plaeofl among tlie enduring ornaments ot 
American lllej.'atni-e."— Quirkier <S Sasmrer, 
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: CHAS, BOEIBNEl 



nni lomanu'si St. f nnl 



AMERICAN EDITION, UNABEIDGED. 

THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OP ST. PAUL. 

£T JiSV: W. j: OOi^TBSAHS AifD BSr. J. B. BOWSOJr, 

2 vols.. Si"*!,, WitU Colored Maps and many Elegant IllustrationB 

Price S6 00. 

The .publisher, in presenting the " Ufe and Epistles of St. Paul," by the Hcv. W. J 

Its publication lu England, it has conunaadea the adndratloa of Echolers mid intell^ent 
reaflcrfl gt the Blhle, both ia this 

i-il? to limit ita oircqlalion In Ihia coontiy, and tlis desire has been repcaSedlj- esp 
thftt the wort should bs puliHshea lu a form and at a pries which would brhig it 
the i-each of minlstevB, studenfs, and lolelligent readers generallr. Theptesait e< 
[tls heheTed, wilt meet the existing waut^ Though oCfei'ed at one-half of the cost 

comply in everff re/pect. The notes, ooina, maps, plans, and wood engcaTinga 
tally havehecn retained, and yet the siie ot the wort lias been rednoed fi-om the unwieldy 
unnrlo to a coDTeulent octave form. 
The Bleel engraylngs, which appear In the EaEliali eaiUon etoplyM embellishmenis, 

the value of the work, have been omitted— since the espenee of repreduclnE them iiere 
would be such as giealiy to increase the cost of Uie work, Bod yot add nclhing to ila 

The Sinih SHliaJt Bedeie of JiSnWM^, IBM, after a highly commenaatoiT criticism 

das, increasing eveiy day.whose early otdlure has neoesssrily been dcfeoli'e. bat whose 
Iptelligence and thirst for knowledge !s con tlnuaily eharpeueH hy the general dlScslon of 

uatutally mote and mofe dissatisfied with the popular commenlaries on the Sihla ; and if 

find in the work liefore us a valuEible help tonarde nuderstamlbig Che New Test^unent. 
The Greek and Latin qnotatlDns are nJmost entirely confined io the notes ; any unlearned 

of tlje book in this reepeot, that we would earnestly entreat the pubUshers to supply it In a 



Wirt Mr. Scriboer might sell a copy to everji clergyman and half the layaim i» iir 
iaiid."—T/ie OmgreoaHotialisl, 
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